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The article presents students' expectations regarding changes in the housing market after the COVID-19 pandemic. The need to switch to remote
teaching was very often associated with the need to change the place of residence or return to the family home of students. This was related,
directly or indirectly, to their economic situation, which deteriorated due to the loss of their job or the need to change jobs. When preparing the
research tool, the focus was therefore on the subjective expectations of students regarding rental conditions after the pandemic, regarding not only
rental costs, but also changes in lease agreements. During the survey period, respondents were already studying remotely, so it can be assumed
that they have already developed some strategies and tactics regarding the issues covered by the survey. The article aims to signal and illustrate
with available data the diversity of expectations regarding fees and provisions in lease agreements, taking into account the demographic and
economic characteristics of respondents. The aim of this study was not only to demonstrate the diversity of expectations of changes in residence,
rental conditions, or the amount of fees caused by the pandemic, taking into account the employment and gender of the respondent, but also taking
into account their activity in the labour market. The analysis of the relationship between the expectations declared by respondents and their
demographic characteristics was carried out using a correlation analysis. The analysis made it possible to verify the research hypotheses on the
existence of correlations between the respondents' characteristics and their (1) assessments of changes in the place of residence, (2) expectations
regarding provisions in rental contracts, and (3) changes in the level of housing fees caused by the pandemic situation.
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Changes in the conditions of renting an apartment expected by students after the COVID-19 pandemic in relation to their activity in the labour market

Introduction

The housing market in university cities is characterised by high
dynamics and a classic economic response to external factors. The
occurrence of the COVID-19 pandemic meant that it began to change
rapidly with the introduction of the first restrictions. The transition of
students to a remote form of education, often the loss of a job were the
biggest factors affecting the demand and supply of residential real estate.
The loss of additional income from work during their studies meant that
students were forced to change their place of residence and often return to
their family home. One would expect that with reduced demand, the

W artykule przedstawiono oczekiwania studentów dotyczące zmian na rynku mieszkaniowym po pandemii COVID-19. W związku z pan-
demią w wielu krajach wprowadzono ograniczenia i zmiany w różnych dziedzinach życia, co odbiło się na rynku najmu. Konieczność przej-
ścia na nauczanie zdalne bardzo często wiązała się z koniecznością zmiany miejsca zamieszkania lub powrotu do domu rodzinnego uczniów.
Było to bezpośrednio lub pośrednio związane z ich sytuacją ekonomiczną, która uległa pogorszeniu z powodu utraty pracy lub konieczno-
ści zmiany pracy. Przygotowując narzędzie badawcze skupiono się więc na subiektywnych oczekiwaniach studentów dotyczących wa-
runków najmu po pandemii, dotyczących nie tylko kosztów najmu, ale także zmian w umowach najmu. W okresie badania respondenci
uczyli się już zdalnie, więc można założyć, że opracowali już pewne strategie i taktyki dotyczące zagadnień objętych badaniem. Celem ar-
tykułu jest zasygnalizowanie i zobrazowanie za pomocą dostępnych danych zróżnicowania oczekiwań dotyczących opłat i zapisów w umo-
wach najmu, z uwzględnieniem cech demograficznych i ekonomicznych respondentów. Celem badania było nie tylko wykazanie różnorod-
ności oczekiwań dotyczących zmian miejsca zamieszkania, warunków najmu czy wysokości opłat spowodowanych pandemią, z uwzględ-
nieniem zatrudnienia i płci badanego, ale także uwzględnienie jego aktywności na rynku pracy.
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availability of premises would increase, but after a short 'shock', the
situation on the rental housing market in university cities stabilised and
the real estate market returned to normal functioning with all its
advantages and disadvantages. Interest in the presence of students in
academic cities and their impact on the transformations taking place in
them is consistently growing (Brooks, 2006; Munro et al., 2009). This is
because, the demand reported by this social group concerns many areas of
socio-economic life. The presence of students in cities primarily generates
traffic in the real estate market, which is associated with the need to find 
a place to live for the duration of their studies. The demographic structure
of cities and the local labour market is also not indifferent to the influx of
young people to the city. With the constant number of students in the city,
the demand for goods and services is changing, mainly in terms of living
conditions, consumption, and participation in culture (Holdsworth, 2006).
As a consequence, for several years, the literature on the subject has been
discussing the multi-area impact of students on academic cities, which is
referred to as studentification (Grzywińska-Rąpca et al., 2021; Nakazawa,
2017). The comprehensive, holistic impact of students on cities was written
about at the beginning of the twenty-first century by m.in. Allinson (2006),
and further developed, among others, by Kinton et al. (2018  ).

The aim of the study was to demonstrate the relationship between
respondents' assessments regarding: (1) changes in place of residence, (2)
changes in the level of apartment rental fees, and (3) the impact of the
pandemic on changes in the level of apartment rental fees. The study
examined the relationships between respondents' demographic
characteristics and their assessments of their housing situation. As part of
the main objective, the following research questions were asked: (1) What
is the structure of assessments regarding changes in place of residence,
taking into account the demographic characteristics of respondents? (2)
What is the structure of assessments regarding changes in the level of
apartment rental fees, taking into account the demographic characteristics
of respondents? (3) What is the structure of assessments regarding the
impact of the pandemic on changes in the level of apartment rental fees,
taking into account the demographic characteristics of respondents? (4) Do
demographic characteristics and economic activity of respondents
differentiate their assessments of their housing situation?
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This study, both in its cognitive and application parts, can be a source
of knowledge and popularisation of research and can be a source of
inspiration for in-depth scientific considerations and discussions. The
analysis of the relationship between respondents' demographic
characteristics and their assessments of their housing situation presented
in the publication may complement existing studies on the impact of
respondents' characteristics on subjective assessments of market
behaviour. Subjective assessments of the housing situation may be taken
into account to monitor and shape the housing market in academic centres.

Literature Review

As young people move to strong, academic urban centres, brain drain
occurs (Docquier & Rapoport, 2012) in peripheral areas. On the other hand,
many students after finishing their education decide to stay in the academic
city to continue their professional activity here. Winters (2010) even states
that the influx of young people affects the development of smart
specialisations, contributing to the sustainable development of cities,
making them even smarter.

As mentioned above, the influx of students into cities shapes demand in
the local housing market. In general, the choice of a place to live boils down
to two possibilities. The first is the housing stock at the disposal of the
university. However, as the number of students increased, the housing base
usually remained stable. Therefore, in the long run, not everyone interested
in living in a student dormitory received such an opportunity. This is a global
problem (see m.in. La Roche et al., 2010; Morris et al., 2020; Sotomayor et al.,
2022). As a consequence, increased interest was observed in the open housing
market, mainly in the rental market. Here, in turn, students usually have the
choice of living independently in a rented apartment or co-living in one
apartment with several people. The most popular are usually properties
located in the immediate vicinity of the university, well connected with the
place of education and public transport centres (stations, multi-modal
transport transfer points, etc.) (Głuszak & Małkowska 2017).

The presence of students in cities translates into stable housing
demand. Living costs, including apartment rentals, are part of the
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strategies of universities located in individual cities (Domański, 2022).
Despite the primacy of private property in the Polish real estate market,
academic cities are the places where surplus financial resources are
invested in real estate. Properties are then intended for rent. In developed
economies, the rental housing market is an important part of the market,
dynamising, as Cesarski (2013) emphasises, the economy thanks to the
multiplier effect. A wide range of apartments for rent (not only for
'students') promotes the mobility of the workforce and improves the
decisions of households when they are unable to meet their housing needs
based on ownership.

The coronavirus pandemic has radically changed the situation of cities
and the students living in them. A kind of 'closure' of economies,
minimising the functioning of many industries and moving away from
traditional, stationary learning to remote learning caused many
perturbations in academic life. Many students living in student dormitories
or apartments for rent faced the decision to return to their family home or
stay there (Birmingham et al., 2021). In view of online education and in
most cases, the lack of earning opportunities, many of them decided to
return to their towns (AMRON, 2021; Źróbek-Różańska, 2021, 2022).
Researchers of the pandemic period attempted to diagnose the situation of
students during this period. Farris et al. (2021) described students'
concerns about the possibility of becoming infected, the impact on the
quality of education, which was related to the loss of employment and the
need to make housing decisions. Similar results were presented by Iglesia
and Lu (2021) in a review of studies documenting the distractors of student
life during the COVID-19 pandemic. Long-term isolation and the need for
many household members to stay in one apartment (even after returning
to the family home) generated both positive and negative consequences
(Kajta et al., 2023).

The outflow of students from academic cities has affected local markets,
both real estate and the labour market. Rental rates on the rental market
have decreased (Borzym, 2022; Mohammed et al., 2021), and the location of
real estate near the university headquarters was not an important
attribute during the pandemic (Głuszak & Belniak, 2020; Tomal & Helbich,
2022; Tomal & Marona, 2021; Źróbek-Różańska, 2022). The continuing
time of the pandemic and isolation caused the loss of job among a large part
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of students (Oleszczyk, 2022; Rutkowski, 2020; Wronowska, 2021). This
was a consequence of students leaving the academic city or closing the
entities employing them (Wronowska, 2021).

Bearing the above in mind, the aim of this article is to indicate the
relationship between students' decisions related to residence and their
activity on the labour market. According to the best knowledge of the
authors, such a relationship has not been verified empirically in Poland
so far.

Research Methods

Statistical analysis of data from the survey was carried out using
correspondence analysis. This method is useful as an exploratory technique
for revealing profiles in data and determining the nature of relationships.
It belongs to one of the many specialised methods of data mining. The
method is characterised by a wide range of applications and the possibility
of a graphical presentation of test results. The statistics obtained as a result
of the research procedure enable accurate recognition of the coexistence of
categories of variables or objects.

The most important steps in the correspondence analysis procedure are:

Verification of hypotheses about independence adopted for the analysis
of features (rejection of the hypothesis of independence),
Determination of row and column profiles and parameters describing the
quality of dependencies,
Presentation of row (column) profiles in the space generated by columns
(rows) of the correspondence matrix, and

1.  Reduce the dimension of the space and create a common profile of rows
and columns (Stanisz, 2007).
Due to the minimal assumptions regarding the measurement properties

of data and the possibility of using it on small data sets, this analysis is
common in marketing analyses (study of similarities and associations
between attributes and brands, market segmentation (Gursoy & Chen,
2000), brand positioning (Berthon et. al., 2001), positioning of a product or
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service in promotion, sales and advertising (Javalgi et al., 1995), and the
separation of consumer profiles (Areni et al., 1998) and social sciences
(Hoffman & Franke, 1986). The advantage of this method is the ability to
describe relationships between two or more categorical variables (Beldona
et al., 2005, Calantone et al., 1989, Malhotra et al., 2004). Polish
researchers include, m.in: Stanimir (2005) in economic research, Górniak
(2000) in social and marketing research, and Trzęsiok (2016), which used
this method in measuring the confidence of financial institutions.

In this study, the analysis of correspondence was used to determine the
correlations between the characteristics of respondents and their
assessments regarding changes in residence, expectations regarding
provisions in lease agreements, and changes in the level of housing fees
caused by the pandemic situation.

One of the aims of the study is to demonstrate the relationship between
the situation in the labour market of students (employment or lack of
employment), gender, and changes in their housing situation. To mine the
primary data from the questionnaire, the correspondence analysis used
allowed to identify the structure of relationships between the studied
variables and to present, without distortion in two-dimensional space, the
original configurations of points representing the studied variables. The
survey questions concerned the socio-economic situation of students with
particular emphasis on the housing situation. First of all, they wanted to
know the housing conditions of students and the changes caused by the
pandemic. Then, the share of housing expenses in the students' household
budget was taken into account and, again, the changes that were triggered
by the COVID-19 pandemic. As a consequence, students' preferences
related to the choice of place and method of residence and preferred
provisions in lease agreements were learned.

Results and Discussions

The research was conducted in May 2021 on a sample of 391 students of
the University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn. The estimated values of
basic macroeconomic indicators for this period prove that the crisis caused
by the COVID-19 epidemic may cause many adverse changes in various
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areas of life. It can therefore be assumed that the date of the study is an
appropriate date for analyses allowing for the diagnosis of students'
behaviour regarding changes in the housing market, labour market, and
changes in shopping behaviour.

A study on changes in student behaviour regarding changes in the
housing market, labour market, and changes in shopping behaviour was
conducted in May 2021 among students of the University of Warmia and
Mazury in Olsztyn. The respondents were undergraduate, engineering, and
graduate students. The research tool was the author's questionnaire. The
frequency of responses in the area of the respondents' housing situation
indicates that there is a variation both by employment and gender of the
survey participant (Table 1).

Table 1. Presentation of the structure of the sample by gender and employment

Employment during the pandemic

Specification Yes No

Female Male Female Male

I returned to my family home (leaving the student 76.09% 23.91% 74.48% 25.52%
residence/rented apartment/room)

I had to change my place of residence and I now 50.00% 50.00% 85.00% 15.00%
live in a higher standard and/or location

It did not affect in any way (I still live in the same 65.67% 34.33% 72.09% 27.91%
place/ with my parents, etc.)

I had to change my place of residence and I 83.33% 16.67% 55.56% 44.44%
currently live in a lower standard and/or location

No booking fee 76.19% 23.81% 79.12% 20.88%

Deposit Refund 60.87% 39.13% 75.00% 25.00%

Shorter notice period 71.88% 28.13% 68.81% 31.19%

Lower than those before the pandemic 67.90% 32.10% 76.92% 23.08%

Higher than those before the pandemic 64.00% 36.00% 67.27% 32.73%

Same as before the pandemic 76.00% 24.00% 69.44% 30.56%

Source: own elaboration.
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The majority part of students came to Olsztyn from the region and
surrounding cities and towns. Only for some, it was associated with taking
possession of real estate, for the vast majority, it was related to the search
for a flat offered from university resources (mainly, student houses with 
a limited number of places) and apartments for rent available on the open
market. The latter option made it possible to search for apartments on the
rental market exclusively for personal use, and to settle the stock together
with other landlords, where at that time, a room remained at the exclusive
disposal (sometimes, even shared), while rooms such as a kitchen, dining
room, or bathroom were available to all co-residents. It is still a popular
form of residence during studies.

Therefore, in the situation of suspension of full-time teaching and the
transition to remote learning, only a few (determined by factors other than
learning) decided to stay in the previously inhabited resources. As can be
seen from Table 1, the professional activity of students did not play 
a significant role here, because very often, the place of employment (trade,
services, and catering) of students was also closed. For this reason, the vast
majority of students decided to return to their hometowns. This unusual
situation caused by the pandemic forced the need to terminate lease
agreements satisfying both parties. For this reason, respondents in their
declarations pointed to the need to adapt to the lease agreements
constructed so far to future, undesirable, and unexpected events. In this
case, as shown in Table 1, students who are not professionally active
showed greater sensitivity, relatively more often indicated the possibility of
efficient recovery of the deposit and other financial outlays incurred earlier.

The results of the correspondence analysis together with generalised
singularities and eigenvalues are summarised in Table 2.

Based on the results presented in Table 2, it can be seen that successive
dimensions (which are orthogonal to the others) explain smaller and
smaller parts of the total value of the chi-squared statistic (and thus
inertia). The first dimension allows 76.16% of total inertia to be
reproduced, and the included second dimension increases the percentage of
explained inertia to 99.87% of total inertia. Therefore, on the basis of this
criterion, it is advisable to place the profiles in two-dimensional space. The
row and column coordinates presented in Table 3 indicate that the highest
value of mapping quality was obtained in the case of the group of women
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who were not employed during the pandemic (0.999) and for the group
declaring the variant of change of residence caused by the pandemic: 
I returned to my family home (leaving the student dormitory/rented
apartment/room) (0.999).

Table 2. Results of correspondence analysis (peculiar and own values) 
for the coexistence of employment, gender and change of residence

Number Peculiar Percentage Cumulative

of dimensions values Eigenvalues of inertia Percentage Chi2

1 0.208266 0.043375 76.16345 76.1634 16.95947
2 0.116202 0.013503 23.71023 99.8737 5.27961
3 0.008482 0.000072 0.12632 100.0000 0.02813

Total Responsibility =.05695  Chi2 = 22.267  df = 9 p=.00808

Source: own elaboration.

Table 3. Row and column coordinates for coexistence of employment, 
gender and change of residence and contribution to inertia

Name
Coordinates

Quality
Dimension1 Dimension2

Row coordinates

Employment; Female –0.200700 0.121603 0.998278
Employment; Male –0.447056 –0.169599 0.999434
Unemployed; Female 0.147899 –0.076086 0.999731
Unemployed; Male 0.117584 0.156145 0.995081

Column coordinates

I returned to my family home (leaving the student residence/rented 0.210705 –0.002228 0.999962
apartment/room)
I had to change my place of residence and I now live in a higher –0.152975 –0.29932 0.997432
standard and/or location
It did not affect in any way (I still live in the same place/with –0.223487 0.026992 0.999503
my parents, etc.)
I had to change my place of residence and I currently live in a lower –0.077058 0.391597 0.993907
standard and/or location

Source: own elaboration.
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High-quality values (Table 3) for all coordinates (row and column)
indicate that there is a high representation of rows and columns by points
in two-dimensional space and this means that the original configurations of
points have undergone minimal distortion in factorial space. The points
representing gender and employment as well as changes in housing
conditions declared by respondents were placed in a space defined by two
dimensions (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Presentation of changes in place of residence caused by the pandemic, 
taking into account employment and gender of the respondent

(UM – unemployed male; UF – no employment Female; EM – Employment Male; EF – Employment Female; 
HS – change of residence/higher standard; LS – change of residence/lower standard; RH – Return to family home;
NC – unchanged)

Source: own elaboration.

The points near the centre of the system (centroid) represent profiles
similar to the average profiles in the entire dataset. The most typical
groups of women who were not employed during the pandemic can be
considered as the most typical in terms of declared changes of residence.
The closest to this row point is the column point: return to the family home.
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Another analysis concerned the interdependence of respondent's
characteristics (employees and gender) and expected changes in the
provisions of the lease agreement. The first dimension allows 59.97% of
total inertia to be reproduced and the second dimension increases the
percentage of explained inertia to 100% of total inertia (Table 4). 

Table 4. Results of correspondence analysis (peculiar and own values) 
for the co-occurrence of employment, gender and observed changes 
in contract provisions

Number Peculiar Percentage Cumulative

of dimensions values Eigenvalues of inertia Percentage Chi2

1 0.090217 0.008139 59.97162 59.9716 3.182394
2 0.073705 0.005432 40.02838 100.0000 2.124105

Total Responsibility. = .01357  Chi2 = 5.3065  df = 6  p = .50516

Source: own elaboration. 

Table 5. Row and column coordinates for coexistence of employment, 
gender and expected changes in contract entries and contribution to inertia

Name
Coordinates

Quality
Dimension1 Dimension2

Row coordinates

Employment; Female –0.135251 –0.077044 1.00000
Employment; Male 0.016169 0.038302 1.00000
Unemployed; Female 0.081466 –0.023338 1.00000
Unemployed; Male –0.060763 0.144770 1.00000

Column coordinates

No booking fee 0.053314 –0.034158 1.00000
Deposit Refund –0.013575 0.144899 1.00000
Shorter notice period –0.200698 –0.050041 1.00000

Source: own elaboration.

Therefore, on the basis of this criterion, the location of profiles in two-
dimensional space is doomed. The further part of the correspondence
analysis presented in Table 5 provides information on the role of individual
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objects and variables in creating the system of the first two factorial axes
and the quality of mapping the original configuration of points
representing objects and variables by these factors.

The quality values presented in Table 5 provide information about the
relative amount of information that rows and columns contribute to the data
set. The values of the quality level were recorded in all cases equal to unity,
which means that in this case, the original point configurations did not
undergo any distortion in the factorial space. Relative inertia values indicate
the share of row and column points representing individual respondents
(rows) and variants of expected changes in provisions in contracts (columns).
By far, the largest shares are employed here by women. The values of relative
inertia in the column indicate that the expectation of a shorter notice period
had the greatest contribution to the formation of factorial space. The points
representing row and column profiles are presented in a graphic form in the
form of a two-dimensional factorial space (Figure 2), which indicates that the
most typical profiles are unemployed women waiting for provisions in
contracts excluding reservation fees (answer variant: no reservation fee).

Figure 2. Presentation of expected changes in provisions in lease agreements 
due to the occurrence of the pandemic, taking into account employment 
and gender of the respondent

(UM – unemployed male; UF – no employment Female; EM – Employment Male; EF – Employment Female; 
WD – Deposit Refund; NF – no booking fee; RH – shorter notice period)

Source: own elaboration.
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An important issue in the context of the housing situation of students
during the pandemic is the level of housing expenses. Another analysis
concerned the observed changes in housing fees taking into account the
employment and gender of respondents. For the purpose of verifying the
assumption about the dependence of the characteristics of changes in the
level of housing charges, the following hypotheses were formulated: H0: the
assessment of the level of changes in housing charges does not depend on
the presence of employment and the gender of the respondent, and H1: 
the assessment of the level of changes in housing charges depends on the
presence of employment and the gender of the respondent. The value of 
the c2 statistic, the significance level, and the critical value allowed to reject 
the null hypothesis, and the determined eigenvalues (Table 6) indicated the
possibility of presenting the relationship between the characteristics of the
level of changes in housing charges and the characteristics of the
respondent in a two-dimensional system (dimension 1: 86.95%, dimension
2: 13.05%). After rejecting the null hypothesis, the coordinates and
contribution to inertia for rows and columns were determined (Table 7).

Table 6. Results of correspondence analysis (peculiar and eigen) 
for the coexistence of employment, gender and observed changes in housing charges

Number Peculiar Percentage Cumulative

of dimensions values Eigenvalues of inertia Percentage Chi2

1 0.220561 0.048647 86.94532 86.9453 19.02112
2 0.085465 0.007304 13.05468 100.0000 2.85599

Total Responsibility =.05595 Chi2=21.877 df=6 p=.00128

Source: own elaboration.

The values presented in Table 7 are the relative amount of information
that rows and columns contribute to the data set. The determined values,
both for row coordinates and column coordinates, indicate that the original
point configurations have not been distorted in factorial space. The points
representing row and column profiles are presented graphically in the form
of a two-dimensional factorial space (Figure 3).
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Table 7. Row and column coordinates for employment coexistence, 
gender and observed changes in housing charges and contribution to inertia

Name
Coordinates

Quality
Dimension1 Dimension2

Row coordinates

Employment; Female –0.231947 –0.063117 1.0000
Employment; Male –0.416588 0.157985 1.0000
Unemployed; Female 0.191530 0.041709 1.0000
Unemployed; Male 0.017376 –0.129485 1.0000

Column coordinates

Lower than those before the pandemic 0.337054 0.033733 1.0000
Higher than those before the pandemic –0.218722 0.111606 1.0000
Same as before the pandemic –0.084194 –0.090222 1.0000

Source: own elaboration.

Figure 3. Presentation of expected changes in the level of housing fees due 
to the occurrence of the pandemic, taking into account employment 
and gender of the respondent

(UM – unemployed male; UF – no employment Female; EM – Employment Male; EF – Employment Female; 
HP – higher than those before the pandemic; LP – lower than those before the pandemic; NC – the same as
before the pandemic)

Source: own elaboration.
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Based on the scatter analysis, 'similar' respondents were grouped
according to the aspect considered. In the third figure, the following groups
can be identified:

Women employed, unemployed men indicating no change in the level of
housing charges;

Unemployed women citing lower fees than before the pandemic;
Men employed during the pandemic indicating a level of fees higher

than before the pandemic.
The points closest to the centre of the projection are the first group

(employed women, unemployed men indicating no change in the level of
housing charges). This group can be considered typical.

Conclusions

Changes in the rental housing market caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
can be considered short-term changes. The reason for this may be the fact
that the housing market in Poland is characterised by a constant shortage of
apartments, high purchase prices, and interest rates unfavourable to
borrowers. As reported by Lis (2019), housing needs and their changes are
key determinants of setting the main objectives of housing policy. The
assessment of housing needs from the perspective of housing policy is made
from the outside in an aggregated manner, and not by taking into account the
individual needs of tenants. As a consequence, a disconnect may arise
between individual expectations and the housing needs of a given
community. As early as 1995, Levine (1995) emphasised that expectations
regarding rental housing should be closely related to the possibility of choice.
In the area of satisfying housing needs, there may be some restrictions of
choice due to wealth (Lee et al., 2022). Conducting a survey on the
identification of demographic and economic characteristics of respondents
aimed at demonstrating differences in expectations regarding changes in the
rental market. The results of the analysis of responses representing students
showed that, in terms of declared changes of residence, a group of women not
employed during the pandemic can be considered indicating the variant of
the answer: return to the family home. An important issue in the context of
the housing situation of students during the pandemic was the level of
housing expenses. Students working during the pandemic expected fees at 
a level similar to those before the pandemic. Only, the group of unemployed
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women indicated the level of fees as lower than more than 50% of
respondents before the pandemic. The analysis of expectations of changes in
the provisions in lease agreements due to the occurrence of the pandemic,
taking into account the employment and gender of the respondent, showed
that they expected that there was no provision in the lease agreement
regarding the occurrence of reservation fees.

The analysis indicates that the introduction of restrictions and the
transition to remote education has forced many students to reorganise
their lives. A common practice when concluding housing lease agreements
is supply-side security, which includes, for example, a deposit made for
possible damages or delays in timely payment of fees. According to students
(over 50% of respondents) renting a room or apartment, it would be
reasonable to include provisions in the contract that would allow for the
refund of part of the monthly fee in exceptional situations, which
undoubtedly include the pandemic (Martin et al., 2021). A provision
expected by respondents in lease agreements is also the concept of a shorter
notice period in exceptional situations.
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