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Abstract
Results of an extensive experimental study conducted in eighties at the former Leningrad Poly-
technic Institute are revised and analysed in context of some further research. The optimum
length of straight outlet tubes with diffuser of circular cross-section and the outlet/inlet cross-
sectional area ratio are established. The optimum geometrical features of cranked type outlet
tubes and the outlet tubes with diffuser cross-section transition from circular to square and
rectangular ones are determined. Finally, the influence of the outlet conjunction channel slope
on the pumping station efficiency is studied in detail.

Nomenclature

B – width of open inlet pump chamber
D – capsule diameter
D1 – impeller diameter
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F – cross-sectional area
H – head
hch – outlet channel depth
KQ – discharge coefficient
KH – head coefficient
L – length of the outlet system
l – length
l0 – discharge nozzle inlet cone length
l̄ – mixing length
m – conjunction slope ratio, m = tan γ
n – rotation speed
Q – discharge
R – radius
t – blade cascade pitch
T – outlet system type
V – velocity
Vz, Vn, Vr – axial, peripheral and radial velocity components
Vzmax – maximum value of axial water velocity

Greek symbols

α – swirl angle of water
αuz – corner peripheral angle swirl of water
αrz – radial swirl angle of water
β – diffuser axis slope angle
γ – conjunction slope angle (Fig.2)
η – efficiency
θ – opening angle of the diffuser

Subscripts and superscripts

0 – discharge nozzle inlet cone (Fig.2)
K – capsule, also the interim discharge nozzle segment (Fig.2)
D – discharge nozzle outlet diffuser
V – horizontal outlet apron (Fig.2)
C – sloping conjunction (outlet apron) (Fig.2)
u – peripheral
z – axial
r – radial
Q – discharge
H – head

Keywords: Pumping station; Bulb pump; Pump outlet system; Conjunction channel; Hy-
draulic laboratory; Performance tests; Design optimisation
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1 Introduction

In connection with increased capacity of hydropower plants, increased require-
ments on the effectiveness of individual elements of the flow pathway and in
particular, on the outlet (draft) tubes of power plants with horizontal bulb units,
are ever more common. For low-pressure hydropower installations with horizon-
tal units the outlet tube construction accounts up to 30% of the cost of the civil
works [1–2]

Outlet tube, being one of the main elements of the feeder tract, largely deter-
mines the technical and economic parameters of a pumping stations as well [3].
It is designed for the following technological functions:

1. Conversion of kinetic flow energy into the pressure energy with minimum
hydraulic losses in the outlet tube.

2. Formation of the flow pattern at the exit of a pump impeller.

3. Overflow and lock-up device of a pumping station.

To perform these functions the most effective elements of the outlet system are
determined: adjustable guide vanes, the outlet stay vanes, discharge diffuser and
the transition channel between the diffuser and the outlet channel. On the basis of
analysis of the energy loss distribution in the flow path of hydraulic machines it is
known that great power losses occur in the outlet tubes [4–6]. On the other hand,
the level of hydraulic losses in the elements of the feeder tract largely determines
the energy performance of a low-pressure pumping station with horizontal bulb
unit.

The analysis of the ways to improve axial flow pumps shows that the possibility
of increasing efficiency by improving the system impeller blades and that of the
straightening guide vanes is a challenging task [4,7]. At the same time outlet
tubes, in which intense flow separation and irreversible losses of energy occur,
show considerable potential for increasing the efficiency of horizontal capsular
(bulb) units [4].

The relatively large velocity head of the impeller axial pump and expansion
of the flow in the outlet (discharge) tube cause the largest hydraulic energy loss.
The influence of outflow device on the maximum efficiency point at the axial
pump discharge characteristics has been also established [8]. The size and shape
of the outlet tube show a significant influence on the performance characteristics
of a pump unit. In some cases, the increase in the overall size of the outlet
tube is accompanied by an increase in capital investments for construction and
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assembly work on the pump power plant building with a horizontal capsule unit.
Hence, there exists an optimum variant of the outlet tube, in which the estimated
expenditure of the pumping station will be minimal.

Investigations [18–19] show that the form of the downstream apron and its
slope angle affect substantially velocity distribution in the exit section of the
draft tube, which results in the change of efficiency and capacity of the turbine.
The influence of conjunction slope ratio behind the draft tube on the turbine
efficiency was investigated. The conjunction slope varied from m = 1:5 to m =
1:2. The estimation of energy efficiency has shown that with conjunction slope
higher than m = 1:2, the efficiency tends to decrease. However, the investigations
of a hydraulic unit model of Cherepovetskaya hydropower plant [20] have shown
that the reversed conjunction slope of less than m = 1:4 does not influence the
flow pattern in the afterbay.

Layout solutions with rectilinear configuration of the feeder tract have found
the widest application in the tidal power plants (TPP) and hydropower plants
(HPP) with bulb units, as such a configuration reduces flow resistance in the
hydraulic generating set flow path. Reduction of hydraulic losses can be also
achieved by providing optimum flow conditions at the inlet of the diffuser [5,9–
14]. In some cases, outlet tubes with small uplift deflection of the diffuser can be
used; this reduces the amount of excavation and concrete work on the underground
part of the plant building [15]. In this connection two types of outlet tubes have
been investigated – a straight and a bent one. Figure 1 shows a pumping station
block model with a horizontal bulb unit.

2 Statement of the problem

2.1 Optimization task

The study was conducted in order to develop a computer model to optimize pa-
rameters of the outlet tubes of large pumping stations with horizontal capsular
units. This model is a part of the general method of optimizing the parameters
of pumping stations of water supply systems. To construct the model for opti-
mizing the shape of the outlet tube the main parameters were identified. Their
optimization should be carried out jointly [1]. Both the type of the outlet tube
and geometrical parameters are to be taken under consideration. Geometrical
parameters include the length of the outlet tube elements (l0, lK , lD, lV ) and the
opening angle of the outlet tube elements (θ0, θK, θD). Geometrical parameters
are shown in Fig. 2. The parameters of the outlet channel conjunction include lV ,
lC , γ or lV and m for straight outlet systems. The alternative conjunction with
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Figure 1: A pumping station model with a horizontal bulb unit: 1 – impeller, 2 – straightening
guide vanes, 3 – stay vanes, 4 – streamlined capsule, 5 – shaft housing, 6 – closed water-
supply chamber, 7 – outlet tube diffuser, 8 – elbow. Measuring sections (section 1–1)
and outlet (section 2–2).

the outlet channel is shown by a dashed line and is determined by the diffuser
axis slope angle β.

With selected geometrical parameters and the type of the outlet tube the
cross-sectional area variation along the length, F , is uniquely determined. These
parameters enable complete mathematical description of the outlet tube.

2.2 Experimental setup and models of outlet tubes

Studies of the performance and hydraulic characteristics of the pump station block
model with an impeller diameter D1 = 0.35 m were performed at a special stand
in the laboratory of the Department of Water Power Utilisation of the Leningrad
Polytechnical Institute [16], Fig. 3.

The pumping station model encompasses a horizontal bulb unit with the im-
peller blade system OP-6 and D1 = 0.35 m diameter. In experimental installation
the guide vane apparatus is placed behind the impeller. It provides for decrease
of the flow vorticity in the outlet system in a wide range of operation modes.
The guide vane cascade consists of twelve vanes of variable thickness. It allows
to block the water flow. The cascade density equal l/t = 1.1 has been assumed.
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Figure 2: Geometric parameters of the outlet system.

Here l – length of vane section chord; t – blade cascade pitch. The guide vane
cascade effect is assessed basing on the computational fluid dynamic analysis. The
reversed task of water axial flow in the hydraulic machine was solved [21].

Experimental simulation was carried out in compliance with the conditions:
Froude number Fr = idem in the area of self-similarity at Reynolds number
Re > 5× 105. Energy and hydraulic studies of the outlet tube of a pump sta-
tion block with a bulb unit were conducted in accordance with international
guidelines for model tests (IEC 60193:1999, Hydraulic turbines, storage pumps
and pump-turbines. Model acceptance tests) [17]. The performance characteris-
tics of the pump unit were developed for fixed setting of impeller blades and the
straightening guide vane apparatus.

While studying the influence of conjunction parameters on performance charac-
teristics of the pump unit two outlet systems were investigated: straight one with
various conjunction slope and a bent one with various angle of diffuser axis slope.
Figure 4 shows the geometrical parameters of outlet systems with circular/square
transition of the diffuser cross-section. The transition from circular to square
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Figure 3: Photo of the experimental stand.

section takes place at 2.5 D1 distance from the inlet. The length of the outlet
system is equal L = 4.5D1.

The following models of outlet tubes were studied: straight divergent cone of
circular section with transition to a square section and with transition to a rectan-
gular section. We have also investigated the models of outlet systems with diffuser
axis slope angle β = 0◦, 7◦, 15◦, and 25◦. Experimental studies were conducted
at the constant shape and size of the remaining flow part.

The hydraulic investigations of outlet unit were carried out with the purpose
to estimate the head losses and to determine the velocity fields. Water velocity
was measured in section behind the correcting device for diffuser inlet and for
output from it (Fig. 5). The measurement of water velocities flow was conducted
by means of five-channel spherical probes and velocity meters. Measurement of
water flow was carried out by a venture flow meter. The torque at the shaft
was measured by means of a motor-balance with a DC motor, the pressure was
determined from the readings of the piezometers [16].
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Figure 4: Investigated types of outlet tubes: straight and bent one.

3 Results of performance tests

The water velocity fields at the unit inlet and outlet have been investigated for
various layout parameters of the unit. The following notation is used furtheron
for velocity components: V z – axial velocity, Vu – peripheral velocity, and V r –
radial velocity (Fig. 6). For example, in Fig. 7 the flow pattern at the unit inlet
and outlet (the last one featured by a circular-cross section) are shown. Inlet
section 1-1 is located at the distance of l0 = 1.25D1 from the pump impeller.
The distributor with 12 guide vanes, stator with 4 stay vanes and small capsule,
closing the discharge bulb contour, are located there.

It has been established experimentally that at the inlet of the discharge diffuser
the symmetric velocity structure is formed (Fig. 7). However distribution of water
velocity is nonuniform. The central part of the cross-sectional velocity field is
occupied by the hydrodynamic wake downstream the flow straightening system
bulb. The zone of the negative axial component of the velocity vector takes from
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a) b)

Figure 5: Models of outlet system of a horizontal bulb pump unit with outlet tube diffusers:
a) straight discharge system with diffuser featured by the circular/square; b) with the
diffuser of circular section.

Figure 6: Water velocity components.

5% up to 7% of the cross-sectional area. The maximum values of axial component
are displaced at the peripheral part of section (on radius equal to 0.15 m).

The cross-sectional velocity distribution in section 1-1 is shown in Fig. 7.
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a) b)

Figure 7: Water average velocities distribution a) at inlet (section 1-1); b) and outlet (section
2-2) of the straight discharge system with conical diffuser and interfacing slope ratio
equal to m = 0.

The velocity structures show symmetric pattern. The peripheral water velocity
component grows monotonously from the central part to the periphery. The
distribution of the radial water velocity component is more complex. The radial
velocity value V r at the peripheral part is practically zero, grows closer to the
center and then decreases to zero at the diffuser axis. The axial water velocity
component in section 1-1 makes 95–99% of the absolute velocity.

The corner peripheral swirl angles of water:

αuz = arctan
Vu
Vz

, (1)

show the maximal value of 20–22◦ at radius 0.05 m and decrease down to αuz =
3–4◦ in the peripheral part of section. The radial swirl angle of water in the
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peripheral part of the section:

αrz = arctan
Vr
Vz

, (2)

takes the values of αrz = 1–2◦, and 20◦ when closer to the central portion at
radius 0.05 m. The average weighted value of the axial and radial swirl angles
in section 1-1 at discharge factor KQ = 0.44 are αuz = 7◦6′ and αrz = 5◦46′,
respectively. The Coriolis factor in section 1-1 is αK = 1.62.

As a result of the water flow analysis in section 1-1 it has been shown, that the
inlet structure is defined by the form and geometrical parameters of the upstream
flow system portion in which the flow straightening system is established. The
analysis of water flow structure in section 1-1 has shown, that the type of discharge
system does not influence character of water flow at inlet to this system, which is
defined by the mode of pump operation.

For section 1-1 it has been established that the water flow structure is formed
by the impeller and the flow straightening system. It depends also on the oper-
ation mode. Further research was carried out on operation of the pump power
block model with the open inlet pump chamber width 2D1 and capsule diameter
DK = 0.676D1. The measurements were carried out in optimum operational
modes of pump power block model. In section 2-2 at outlet of the discharge sys-
tem with diffuser of circular section (L = 4.5D1, F outlet/Finlet = 4) at a optimum
point of operation the water flow velocity field is nonuniform.

The hydrodynamic wake of the flow straightening system is observed in the
target section of the diffuser (area of small velocity is the central part of section).
The axial velocities are distributed nonuniformly in section 2–2. In the central
part of this section the maximum value of axial water velocity are about a wall,
and minimal are closer to an axis of a flow Vzmax/Vcp = 1.506. The value of the
axial velocity in section 2-2 makes 87-94% of the absolute water velocity. The
peripheral and radial velocities are distributed more regularly than the axial ve-
locity. Figure 8 shows the distribution of axial velocities in section 2-2 of the
discharge system with diffuser accomplishing transition from the circular to the
square cross-section, at 2D1 distance from the impeller. In comparison with dif-
fuser of circular cross-section the nonuniformity of velocity distribution is higher.
In section 2-2 of velocity in the central part are small. The maximum value of ax-
ial velocity is attained close to the wall. We have established experimentally that
the flow field pattern in the target section of the discharge system is influenced by
the conditions at interface with the outlet channel. The characteristics of water
flow at outlet of the straight discharge system such as at various embankments
are shown in a Fig. 8.
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a) m = 0 b) m = 1:3

c) m = 1:2

Figure 8: Cross-sectional velocity distribution at outlet section 2-2 of the straight discharge
system with diffuser featured by the circular/square cross-section transition (L =
4.5D1, F outletFinlet = 4) at various conjunction slope ratios, m.

Transformation of the water velocity field at outlet section of the discharge
flow system with increasing the embedment conjunction slope up to m = 1:2 can
be noticed. In section 2-2 the nonuniformity of axial velocities is increased, that
results in rising energy losses in the discharge system. The decrease of axial water
velocities in the bottom part of section is appreciable, and in the top part of
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section an increase of axial water velocities can be noticed (Fig. 9).

Figure 9: Cross-sectional velocity distribution at outlet section 2-2 of the straight discharge
system with diffuser featured by transition from the circular to square cross-section
(L = 4.5D1, F outlet/F inlet = 4) and the conjunction slope ratio m = 1:2.

As a result of experimental studies following depedencies for efficiency and
head coefficient the outlet system type have been established:

η = fη(T, l, β, θ,m,KQ) , (3)

KH = fH(T, l, β, θ,m,KQ) , (4)

where T is the outlet system type, l̄ – mixing length, β – slope angle of the outlet
diffuser axis, θ – the outlet system type and m denotes conjuction slope ratio.
Models (3) and (4) are based on the optimization of the outlet tubes of pumping
stations with horizontal capsular unit. These are the results of experimental
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Figure 10: Influence of conjunction slope m on performance characteristics of a pumping station
with a bulb unit. ◦ – m = 0, △ – m = 1:5, • – m = 1:2.

studies of the outlet tubes of straight and crank types which have been plotted
using dimensionless coordinates of head KH and discharge coefficients KQ:

KH =
H

n2D2
1

, (5)

KQ =
Q

nD3
1

, (6)

where H and Q are the head and discharge, respectively, n is the rotation speed
and D1 is the impeller diameter. Some simplified functions (3) and (4) obtained
on the basis of performance tests are shown in Fig. 10.

4 Conclusions

1. It is an established fact that the size and shape of the flow part of the outlet
tube in the feeding tract of a low-pressure pump have a profound influence
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on the performance characteristics of the pumping station. Therefore, the
effectiveness of a pumping station with bulb units is intimately associated
with determination of the optimum shape and dimensions of the outlet tube.

2. It has been established experimentally that for the outlet tubes of straight
type with diffuser of circular section, maxima of efficiency occur when the
length of the outlet tube is equal to 5D1 and the ratio Foutlet/Finlet equals 4.
The outlet tubes with diffuser transitions to square and rectangular cross-
sections at the 2.5D1 length of the tube of the total length L = 4.5D1,
reduce the maxima of the efficiency of the pump unit, respectively to 0.7%
and 0.9% in comparison with the diffusers of circular section. The use of
the outlet tube of a cranked type with an angle of ascent of the diffuser
axis of 15◦, starting at the distance 2D1 of the impeller axis of the pump,
reduces the value of efficiency by 0.5% in the zone of the optimum charac-
teristics in comparison with the outlet tube of straight type (for L = 4.5D1,
F outlet/F inlet = 4).

3. The experimental performance characteristics of the pump power plant
block model have been determined for various conjunction slopes down-
stream the diffuser outlet section. A decrease in the maximum efficiency
values occurs at the conjunction channel slope m = 1:2 No influence on
the power efficiency was observed for conjunction channel slopes m = 1:5
and m = 1:4. The increase of the slope from m = 0 to m = 1:2 results
in a decrease of efficiency by 0.6% and the displacement of the efficiency
characteristics optimum zone to the left. At the conjunction slope m = 1:1
the decrease of power efficiency by 2.5% takes place.

4. Practically equal decrease of efficiency by 0.5% and 0.6%, respectively, has
been established in the zone of maximum values of the bent type outlet
system with β = 15◦ and the straight type outlet system with conjunction
channel slope m = 1:2, beginning right behind the discharge tube outlet
section.

Acknowledgements Authors thank Dr Janusz Steller Institute of Fluid-Flow
Machinery of the Polish Academy of Sciences,Centre for Hydrodynamics, for his
comments and advice that improved English version of the article

Received in 26 June 2017

ISSN 0079-3205 Trans. Inst. Fluid-Flow Mach. 139(2018) 45–61



60 S.V. Artsiamchuk and G.I. Sidorenko

References

[1] Clifford, A.: Intakes and Outlets for Low-Head Hydropower. J. Hydraulics Division, ASCE
107(1981), HY9, 1029–1045.

[2] Kline, S.J., Abbott, D.E., Fox, R.W.: Optimum Design of Straight-Walled Diffusers. J.
Basic Eng. ASME 81(1959), 321–331.

[3] Artsiamchuk S.V., Sidorenko G.I.: Experimental studies of the outlet tube of a pump power
plant model with a horizontal capsular unit. In: Advances in Civil Engineering and Building
Materials IV. Proc. CEBM 2014 (Sh-Y. Chang, S.K.A. Bahar, A.A.M.Husain, J. Zhao,
Eds.), CRC, London 2015, 471–474.

[4] Zubarev N.I.: Hydraulic losses in various configurations of a large axial-flow pump unit.
Energomashinostroenie 5(1977), 17–19 (in Russian).

[5] Gubin M.F.: Otsasyvayushchie truby gidroelektrostantsii. Energiya, Moskva 1970 (in Rus-
sian).

[6] Varlamov A.A.: Vybor optimal’nykh razmerov diffuzornykh kanalov gidromashin. Energo-
mashinostroenie 5(1976), 11–13 (in Russian).

[7] Varlamov A.A., Yablonskii G.A.: O razrabotke nasosov vysokoi proizvoditel’nosti dlya trass
perebroski stoka severnykh rek v yuzhnye raiony strany. Energomashinostroenie 2(1977),
3–6 (in Russian).

[8] Bogdanovskii V.I.: Issledovanie form podvodov i otvodov osevykh nasosov. Trudy VNI-
IGidromash 22(1958), 92–113 (in Russian).

[9] Purdy, C.C.: Energy losses at draft tube exits and in penstocks. Water Power and Dam
Construction, 1979.

[10] Neve, R.S. and Wirasinghe N.E.A.: Changes in conical diffusers performance by swirl
addition. The Aeronautical Quart., August, 1978, 131–143.

[11] Klein A. Review: Effects of inlet conditions on conical diffuser performance. J. Fluid Eng-T
ASME 103(1981), 250–257.

[12] McDonald A.T. and Fox, R.W.: An experimental investigation of incompressible flow in
conical diffusers. Int. J. Mech. Sci. 8(1966), ą2, 125–139.

[13] Zuykov A.V.: Dinamika vyazkikh tsirkulyatsionnykh techenii v trubakh i poverkhnostnykh
voronkakh. Avtoreferat dissertatsii na soiskanie uchenoi stepeni doktora tekhnicheskikh
nauk, Moskva 2010 (in Russian).

[14] Kharkov N.S.: Poteri napora po dline v vintovom tsirkulyatsionnom potoke (oblast’ nizkikh
zakrutok). Avtoreferat dissertatsii na soiskanie uchenoi stepeni kandidata tekhnicheskikh
nauk, SPb, SPU, 2010 (in Russian).

[15] Rebernik, B.: Hydraulic Investigation on Water Intakes for Pump Storage Plants. In: Proc.
7th Symp. IAHR, Vienna, 1974, Pt. 1, s.1., 14/1–14/12.

[16] Vissarionov V.I., Belyaev S.G., Elistratov V.V.: Laboratornye ustanovki dlya komplek-
snykh issledovanii nasosnykh stantsii, prednaznachennykh dlya raboty v rezhime gidroakku-
mulirovaniya. Trudy Leningradskogo Politekhnicheskogo instituta 401(1984), 60–65 (in
Russian).

[17] IEC 60193: Hydraulic turbines, storage pumps and pump-turbines. Model acceptance tests
1999.

ISSN 0079-3205 Trans. Inst. Fluid-Flow Mach. 139(2018) 45–61



Influence of the outlet system parameters. . . 6161

[18] Pravdivets Yu.P.: Konfiguratsiya otvodyashchego rusla i ee vliyanie na rabotu turbinnogo
bloka. Trudy koordinatsionnogo soveshchaniya po gidrotekhnike 76(1972), 48–52 (in Rus-
sian).

[19] Slisskii S.M., Pravdivets Yu.P. Optimal’nyi uklon otkosa, soprygayushchego otsasy-
vayushchuyu trubu zdaniya gidroelektrostantsii i otvodyashchee ruslo. Energeticheskoe stroi-
tel/stvo (1970), 2, 70–74 (in Russian).

[20] Astapicheva T.N., Vasilev Yu.S., Gadin A.V., Samorukov I.S., Moshkov L.V., Pekul K.S.:
Kompleksnye laboratornye issledovaniya gidravliki gidroagregatnogo bloka Cherepovetskoi
gidroelektrostantsii. Trudy koordinatsionnogo soveshchaniya po gidrotekhnike 22(1966),
58–68 (in Russian).

[21] Etinberg I.E., Raukhman B.S.: Gidrodinamika gidravlicheskikh turbin (Hydrodynamics of
Hydraulic Turbines). Mashinostroenie, Leningrad 1978 (in Russian).

ISSN 0079-3205 Trans. Inst. Fluid-Flow Mach. 139(2018) 45–61


