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Abstract

There are many Eastern Orthodox church buildingsutthout the Lublin Province.
Over the years, these architectural objects hadengone multiple transformations, both
in terms of changing religious denominations andats and also adaptation to new
functions, such as warehousing.

This article classifies and presents the transftoma carried out in selected Eastern
Orthodox churches in the Lublin province. By usingmparative analysis of the
buildings’ primary condition and their current stait was possible to identify the risks
and opportunities arising from the process of adgpthese buildings and their rich
historical background. Additionally, the articlecindes a subjective assessment of the
adaptation works and their influence on the physfoem of the Eastern Orthodox
churches examined. To present the adaptation metbodently applied to religious
buildings located in Poland, this article focuses examples of already-transformed
properties that used to have a religious functiorthie past, but that have now been
turned into commercial properties.

Keywords: Eastern Orthodox church, adaptation, sf@mmation, Lublin province,
voivodeship.
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1. INTRODUCTION

With the religious faithful in Poland being partiatly outstanding in terms of
numbers, some attention should be paid to the Gatiod Orthodox religions.
The most widespread Catholic denominations are RoGaholic (Latin rite),
which in 2011 accounted for 10,177 parishes (incly@68 in the Archdiocese
of Lublin), and Greek Catholic (Byzantine-Ukrainidate), numbering in 2011
135 parishes, including 78 in the Archeparchy dafelfnsl-Warsaw. Of the
Orthodox denominations, the Polish Autocephaloutdiox Church should be
mentioned, which totals 233 parishes, including iB8the Lublin-Chelm
Diocese [2].

It should also be noted that “.along with the expansion of the Polish
territories eastwards, large Orthodox populationogps were incorporated
into the Polish state. This situation changed aaftgr the Second World War,
when the Orthodox Church in Poland lost over 90%t®oholding$ [2]. This
means that a large number of Orthodox churchesicpkarly in southeastern
Poland, have lost their former importance, esplcialterms of their primary
function. This unquestionable issue (for the Gr€akholic churches from the
sites belonging to the Greek Catholic Diocese afefrél) was noted by
Monika Rzepiejewska (editor of the post-conferencmterials entitled
‘Abandoned — Rescued Orthodox Greek Catholic chucomplexes in
southeastern Poland'), in an article on churchesvfich adaptation to a new
function can lead to improvement of their technimahdition. [7].

The situation of the Orthodox churches in the Lut#rovince appears to be
better. Even so, there are now only a small nurob@rthodox believers in the
region, meaning a reduction in the number of madwdd, and thus the
unavailability of churches and the lack of ideasrepurposing them have all
led to a significant part of the churches not baisgd to their full extent. The
rules of the Polish State with respect to the RoAsitocephalous Orthodox
Church are defined in the Act on the Relation of thtate to the Polish
Autocephalous Orthodox Church of 4 July 1991[8klinling both legal and
property issues). The articles on the transferoperty to the Orthodox Church
free of charge have proved to be particularly inmgoarin the context of church
buildings, including, for example tho$e..which were subject to the Act on
regulation of the legal status of properties of thehodox Church of 23 June
1939 (Journal of Laws No. 57, item. 370), regardlewhether or not they are
in accordance with the Act passed by operatioraof dbn the property of the
state” [8] [Section IV, Chapter 1, Article 46.1.1) — aatk’ note].
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2. THE LUBLIN-CHELM DIOCESE

The Orthodox Diocese of Lublin-Chetm covers an arkethe Lublin Province
(as well as various areas of neighbouring provinaesuding Podkarpackie
(Sub-Carpathia). In comparison, until 2011 thereen28 parishes (as described
in the introduction), and now there are more th@nparishes with the main
temple being The Cathedral of the Transfiguratibthe Lord in Lublin (Lublin

is also the seat of the Archbishop). The dioceseently consists of 48
temples. Thanks to the efforts of the diocese, nbghese have undergone
restoration work. The dioceses’ activities are Imited only to maintaining
existing properties in the best possible conditibnt also to attracting new
believers and cultivating the customs and histdrthe Church. These aspects
have been developed through preservation of ttditivas of the Orthodox
Choir, the activities of the Fellowship of Orthodgruth, and also (since 1990)
publishing activities [16]. Thee popularization andintenance of their existing
resources is supplemented by a desire to helpveedie This has led, for
example, to construction of the Orthodox Nursingrtédn Lublin [17].

Another project which is valuable to both the dmxeas well as the
architectural value of the Orthodox buildings thehss is planned to run from
March 2014 to December 2015, and is entitled th@8Pproject for ‘East
Slavonic cultural heritage — conservation, restomatdigitization of the historic
Orthodox Church’. The project is part of the ‘Manance and Revitalization of
Cultural Heritage' programme, which deals not owlgh the renovation and
restoration of seven Orthodox churches, but alsar thbombination into a
unified religious tourism route, complete with dig@tion of the work and
activities involved in its implementation [18].

3. NEW FUNCTIONS FOR ORTHODOX CHURCHES

So far, there have been many publications on tbkitacture of the Orthodox
churches in the Lublin Province, both wooden andkkemade. In her article
entitled ‘Sacred architecture as a manifestatiothefmulticultural traditions in
the Lublin region’ [10], Joannaekar described the basic determinants of the
architectural canons for Catholic, Orthodox andegBr€atholic churches.

Using buildings in Korczminia as an example, th¢hau describes the most
common type of wooden Orthodox churcHhes:the building was founded on a
square or rectangular plain, with three apses ie ganctuary and one cupola
(dome) crowning the whole building[10]; Greek Catholic churches..
divided into three main parts: the narthex (vedhuthe nave and the
sanctuary, with one or two sacristies at the saactuoften with a bell tower
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over the nartheX10]. Zetar also describes aspects of brick buildings,
highlighting the fact that.. no distinctive type of brick churches were
developed in the Lublin Provincgl10Q].

As mentioned above, historical events have ledh® lbss of not only a
significant number of believers, but also of sackadldings held by the
Orthodox Church. As such, Orthodox buildings haweer the years, served
other purposes, including the lay. Additionallyeithowners have changed as
these buildings were often passed into the catkeoRoman Catholic Church.

In recent years, the condition of a number of bogd belonging to the
Orthodox Church has been improved, although sontikese are still owned by
the Catholic Church. The authors of the furthertpaif this publication cite
examples of the current use of selected churches.

3.1. The former Greek Catholic church in Wojstawice

The present Our Lady of Kazan Russian is a filidh@dox church of the

Orthodox Parish in Hrubieszow, Wojstawice. It wasltbin 1771, and funded

by Marianna Potocka of the Danilowicz family. Ireth9th century it was taken
over by the Orthodox Church and was kept in goawitmn until 1947, when

many of its members left the city. Over the follagiyears, the building was
used as a warehouse for various raw materials| bhatoming a temporary
warehouse for the Lubelska Village Museum. Sinc@6]1%hen renovation of
the building began, its function has often changed.

Conservation activities carried out on the chureghas have included work on
the facade of the building, including plasteringl aaproduction of architectural
details, as well as in its interior, such as orspreation of its polychromes [9].
Unfortunately, despite the completed restoratiorrk&o and as previously
mentioned, the fact that the building is a fili@righ of the Orthodox Parish in
Hrubieszow means that regular services are notthele. However, there is a
particular period in which the church is one of thest important elements of
the municipal centre there, and this is the timeTae Meeting of Three

Cultures. (There are temples to three religionkh@village: a Catholic church,
a synagogue and the currently-discussed Orthodorckh As a result of this

initiative, organized periodically (in 2014, the eteag was held for the sixth
time), Vespers was celebrated for the first timenamy years [13].

3.2. St. Basil the Great Greek Catholic church in Betec

This is a wooden church, construction of which vimegun in 1756 [12].
Differing information exists, which gives the dae 1838. Janusz Laskowski
refers to this as the time the church was moveth fkipsko to Betec (the
author of this publication also reports that theirch was erected in 1757 in
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Lipsko) [5]. In a paper presented on the websitehef Municipal Cultural
Centre in Betec, Agnieszka Kozyra writes:Date of construction — 27
September 1838. The date is present on the lifitittleomain entrance, next to
an inscription listing the time of creation of theevious church, which suggest
that the portal as well as the narthex come fromu#ding erected in 1756”
[12]. The same author also cites a paper by P.\&skjociting this very date
[12].

Other purposes that the church has been put todachs a warehouse [5].
Various other changes were made to the buildingr 497, since when it has
been extensively renovated. Over the years, a nuwbeork projects have
been carried out, including the re-siting of thddog on new foundations, and
replacement of the roof truss. Andrzej Adamek grite according to the civil
engineering design and a conservative restoratigmort, it was proposed that
the building be adapted to serve as an exhibititaced [1]. Currently the
former orthodox church is being used as an Orthddinrch Gallery, run by
the Municipal Cultural Centre [12].

3.3. The Our Lady of Help Orthodox Church in Boncza

This is an orthodox church that was built from 18B80. It is located in the
Deanery of Zam&&, and has its filial church in Wolka Kdaiczyaska (The
Brightest Virgin Mary), built in 2006. In recent aes, the building has
undergone major renovation. In 2006, the basemailswvere fitted with
horizontal insulation [3], and in 2009 the first jorarenovation phase was
completed. The first part of this included replaeamof the structure and
roofing of the towers [15, 11]. The second stage estitled ‘Revitalization of
the historic Orthodox Church with roof renovatigaigts) and replacement of
the windows’ wood work in the external fagade @ diurch’ was conducted in
2010 [4, 6]. Over the years, the church’s iconsehalgo undergone renovation
[14]. Currently, services are held in both churches Baxcza and in Wolka
Krasniczynska.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The examples and figures from recent years predentéhis paper show that
Orthodox Church architecture has an important plache historic resources
of the Lublin Province, both in the number of aetparishes — Orthodox and
Greek Catholic — and in its representation of thatigultural traditions of the
region.

These traditions have become a resource for thenaation of various
meetings and events, held to draw attention to fdgs. The nature of these
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activities may sometimes allow for reactivationtioé sacral function of these
buildings; a function which may not have been pne$ar some time. Examples
include The Meeting of Three Cultures in Wojstawidaring which the local
orthodox church is revived. The number of believiersaa given area is not
sufficient to allow regular services, however, Beven by previous years. But
the potential of the region, including of its Ortlox sites, may still be utilised
in a less conventional manner, thus not disturltheg function of the sacral
building.

It is not possible to provide examples of townsmmicipalities where cultural
meetings of a regional or cross-regional nature aganized on Orthodox
church premises (including full usage, however emgal) and there is no
rationale for doing so. Yet having those resoumaslable offers a chance to
adapt these buildings to the expectations of a moslaciety without significant
interference in assumptions about their primarycfiom. Indeed, both the new
and the original functions can complement one aroth

Attempts to transform the orthodox church buildindgdetzec into an exhibition
centre (even of local importance) had this outcobmen not from a desire to
erase its original functioning as an orthodox chutwut rather to preserve the
building itself in the best possible condition. quote Andrzej AdameXk.. it is
difficult to predict to what extent it would be pise to achieve the museum
plan, but | am glad that a building of such histali value is in good hands.
After all, it is proof of the coexistence of twationalities and religions that
have formed Beéc's cultural landscape for over three hundred w&dd].
Elsewhere, the Orthodox church inf8ay is an example of a temple that has
not lost its sacral character. Although this camdgarded as an asset, it would
still be worth engaging in a discussion of the fiowal aspects of the building
which could stand to influence a rise in its popitya Thanks to its
refurbishment, it can now be regarded as repretbemiaf the region.
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PROBLEMY ZABYTKOWYCH OBIEKTOW CERKIEWNYCH - ZMIANA
FUNKCJI UZYTKOWYCH NA PRZESTRZENI LAT

Streszczenie

Na obszarze wojewddztwa lubelskiego ulokowanycht jezereg zabudouia
cerkiewnych, co stanowi niezaprzeczalny, ale ni¢avggajco rozpropagowany walor
opisywanego terenu. Warte docenienia obiekty aktohiczne na przestrzeni lat
podlegaty wielokrotnym przeksztatlceniom zar6éwno \akresie zmiany wyznania
i obrzadkéw religijnych, ktdrym miaty sty¢, jak rownie: daleko idcym adaptacjom na
funkcje wytkowe, w tym, przyktadowo, na obiekty magazynowe.

Celem artykutu jest klasyfikacja i opis przeksz¢aic ktérym podlegaly wybrane
zabytkowe cerkwie z obszaru wojewddztwa lubelskid@mprzez analizporéwnawca
pierwotnych form opisywanych obiektéw z ich stanefmecnym wskazane zostaly
zagraenia oraz szanse, phee z procesdéw adaptacji zabuddwa bogatym rysie
historycznym. Zaproponowana zostata subiektywnan@cgusznéci przeprowadzania
dziatar adaptacyjnych oraz ich wpltywu na fagrobiektéw cerkiewnych. Przytoczone
zostaly take przyklady zabudowra ktore poddano procesom przeksztajce
skutkupcym zmian funkcji, réwniez z funkcji sacrumna funkcg komercyjn.

Stowa kluczowe:  cerkiew, adaptacja, wojewddztweelakie.
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