ZESZYTY NAUKOWE WSOWL

Nr 2 (156) 2010 ISSN 1731-8157

Adam SZYMANOWICZ ©
Piotr KOLAKOWSKI &

FROM THE HISTORY OF GERMAN SABOTAGE ON THE
TERRITORY OF THE SILESIAN PROVINCE IN AUGUST 1939

In spring of the year 1939 the Abwehr and the sdinated to the SS Reichshfuhrer security
service commenced mass recruitment among membéng @erman minority inhabiting the
territory of the Republic of Poland tmmbatand sabotage diversionary organisations. In case
of an outbreak of a war, the organisations suboatia to the Abwehr were to carry out attacks
on the Polish Army troops, civilians and also degtimportant from a military point of view
objects, primarily communication ones. Completéfiecent tasks were posed for implementa-
tion for groups set up by the security service €Bikitsdienst - SD). They were engaged in the
preparation of provocative actions to justify thggeession of the Third Reich on Poland, as
well as drawing up the inventory of people for atrafter the Wehrmacht invaded the Polish
territory.

Key words:sabotage, Upper Silesia 1939, national minorit@syman security service 1939

INTRODUCTION

The case of the German sabotage on the territotlyeoRepublic of Poland on the eve
of World War 2 has been arousing a lot of contreydor many years and is the sub-
ject of a great number of significant case studies,only by Polish and German his-
torians. The most controversial issue is the soélie participation of German mi-

norities in special actions against the Polishestatganized primarily by the Abwehr
andelthe SD, and the size of the repression aganisdrities applied by the Polish

side.

Y kpt. dr Adam SZYMANOWICZ - Wydziat Zaszizania Wyszej Szkoty Oficerskiej Wojskddo-
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! Extensive research into the condition of the abissues discussed recently in details T. Ghidj
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1. DEVELOPMENT OF THE GERMAN SABOTAGE ORGANIZATIONS IN
THE YEAR OF 1939

In late April 1939, Germany broke off non-aggression treaty of 1934 with Poland.
Nevertheless, a month earlier, the Wroclaw AbWelost began recruiting members
of the German minority living on the territory dig Republic of Poland to combat
organizations: the Kampf Organisation (KO) and Sabotage Organisation (SO).
This recruitment started to adopt a mass charactéiay 1939, only within the terri-
tory of the Silesian province the Abwehr, accordingGerman sources, was to gain
2,465, and in July 4,474 peopl® subversive activities. In case of war, thesgani-
zations were to launch attacks on the Polish Armoggs, civilians and also destroy
important from a military point of view objects,iprarily communication onés

Completely different tasks were posed for impleragah for groups set up by
the security service (Siherheitsdienst — SOhey were engaged in the preparation of
provocative actions to justify the aggression @ rhird Reich in Poland, as well as
drawieng up the inventory of people for arrest atte¥ Wehrmacht invaded Polish ter-
ritory”.

According to the SS Reichshfuhfeéteinrich Himmler's plans, subordinated to
him sabotage groups were to make more than 186kattan 223 objects, on the terri-
tory of the Third Reich as well as Poland, andRhee City of Gdask in the summer
of 1939. These objects were mostly owned by Germigority organizations or com-
panies, or were private property of the Gerrflans

Groups of Himmler's agents penetrated into the dhoterritory at the begin-
ning of April 1939. Their task was to spread unisd hold provocative actions. The
first wave of arrests of saboteurs made by thesRa@uthorities took place in the same
month. In total, in April and May on charges of sgyfor Germany dozens of people
were arrested. Border incidents in the first hdlAagust 193%° were the reason for

spolitej oraz stb specjalnych Il Rzeszy«sZ 1 (marzec — sierpiel939 r.) [w:] ,Pamie¢ i Sprawie-
dliwos¢”, nr 2 (8), 2008, pp. 159 — 196.

The Abwehrwas a German military intelligence (informationttgaring) organisation from 1921 to
1944,

In June in the Poznan province diversionary gsoegnsisted of 2,077, and in July 2,324 people. Di-
versionary groups formed of Ukrainian nationalistshe Eastern Galicia reached the status of about
4,000 people. There are some missing figures atteutAbwehr subversive organizations in other
provinces and structures subordinated to the SéhBigihrer.

4 T. Chinciiski, op. cit, pp. 169 — 170.

The Sicherheitsdiens{SD, Security Service) was primarily the intellge service of the SS and the
Nazi Party in Nazi Germany.

T. Chinciiski, op. cit., pp. 170 — 171.

The highest rank of the Germ&phutzstaffe.

E. J. Osmaczyk, Dowody prowokacji (nieznane archiwum Himmlend)akéw 1951, pp. 10 — 15.

T. Chinciiski, op. cit. pp. 167 — 168.

The most important of them include an unsuccésdtempt to kill a Polish guard by members of the
German freikorps in the area of Ruda Slaska imtght from 9th to 10th August. However, as a re-
sult of the shooting, a German saboteur was kil@d the other hand, on 14th August in Piekary
Slaskie another German saboteur, a member of JugetsdtieuPartei at the same time, shot a Polish
policeman. The killer was caught by passers-bytemied over to the police. M Cyfgki, Hitlerow-

ska V kolumna w wojewddztwadthskim i krakowskim w 1939, 1Opole 1972, pp. 122 — 123.
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the Silesian police to carry out numerous arre$t&eman saboteurs on 15th and
16th August. Special police units detained 360 petmpen. As a result of the reviews,
weapons and ammunition were found. Among those were arrested was Senator
Rudolf Wiesner. However, due to the interventiohdBatish and French embassies
and the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs the vasgjority of the arrested people
were set fre¥.

The German authorities used these arrests for pemgl purposes, giving
them to international public opinion as one of maxamples of persecution of the
German minority by the Polish authorities. In aotdif the severity of provocative
attacks on German institutions and organized astack German homes and farms by
the militia subordinated to the SS Reichsfuhretttoa last days of August were sup-
posed to show the world the ill will of the Poliside and provide a pretext for war
with Poland.

2. THE BEGINNING OF ACTIVITY OF THE FRENZEL'S GROUP

One of the many cases of the German sabotage esi&iwasFrenzals affair'. On
24th August 1939 at about 2 p.m. at the border podtagiewniki* Hans Rudolf
Thien** was arrested. The reason for Thien’s detentiontwae his suspicious behav-
iour and an attempt to cross the border from Potan@ermany without the required
Polish visa. On the same day he was escorted t&the Police Investigation De-
partment in Chorzow, and then, because of suspesigidnage activity, he was taken
over by the Independent Officer Post of the Infaiora Departmerif DOK V*®in
Katowice'.

Later the same day Thien was questioned by Framejsowicz — an official
from the SRI Officer Post in Katowice. He admitthdt he had been cooperatwgh
the German intelligence. He gave the names of g#neoms who he came into contact
with during his illegal activities as well. His temony led to the arrests of several

T. Chinciiski, op. cit., pp. 175.

Lagiewniki - (in German: Hohenlinde) - currenélydistrict of Bytom, in the Silesia province. By3®
the Polish - German border crossing point.

Hans Rudolf Thien - born on 4th November 1911Cieszyn, a son of Otton Wilhelm and Berta
Hartmann, a Protestant, a German citizen of Palationality, a dyer by profession, he completed
five years of elementary school and three yearsegbndary school (an equivalent to today's basic
vocational schools), a reserve lance corporal tamjlisubjected to the Replenishment District Head-
quarters in Bielsko, took his military service inetbattalion of Border Protection Corps (Korpus
Ochrony Pogranicza) ‘Derdrerkaty’, at the time etehtion he was living with his parents in Bielsko

The Independent Information Office (SamodzielrsfdRat Informacyjny) - a body of military coun-
terintelligence of the Second Republic of Poland

DOK (Dowbédztwo Okggu Korpusu - the Corps Area Command) - the terat@uthority of the Min-
istry of Military Affairs in the Second Republic &oland performing administrative, logistics (eco-
nomic), mobilizational and charring functions. hetyears 1921 - 1939 the Polish territory was di-
vided into ten districts of Corps Areas. Their megivas not identical as the administrative divisién
the province. The headquarters of DOK V, whose aoxared, among others, Silesia, was Krakow.

6 Archiwum Pastwowe w Katowicach (APK), Policja Wojewédztvdaskiego /1911/ 1922 — 1939
(PWSLI.), 38/1, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Matgrichodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 — 1939,
Frenzel Herbert — niem.[iecka] akcja dywersyjnasas@ dostarczania bomb zegarowych - pismo
Wydziatu Sledczego Policji Wojewddztwélaskiego w Katowicach do Uedu Sledczego Gtownej
Komendy Policji Wojewddztwélaskiego z 26 VIII 1939 roku.
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people — Polish citizens of German origin — alsoruged to work with the German
intelligencé’.

Noteworthy is close cooperation of the State Poldh the military counter-
espionage and the speed at which they staméslrogation of the person suspected
of subversive activities to the detriment of thdiftostate. This demonstrates the seri-
ousness which such cases were treated with iruthefftension August 1939.

The founder and also the head of the subversiveeaptbnage ring, which ar-
rested in Lagiewniki Hans Thien belonged to, wasnband residing in Bielsk8
a German citizen Herbert FrenZelln 1936, after graduating from elementary school
and junior high school in Bielsko, he left for Blas to university. Until that time he
had not belonged to any organisation, either ParsBGerman.

At the beginning of 1938 Frenzel met Joachim Nehdaring one of students’
meetings and he established a closer relationslitip m. According to Frenzel,
Nehring spoke Polish fluently enough, was a studénhe University of Wroclaw, as
well as an SS officé?.

In March 1938 Frenzel, at the instigation of Nebrieet off for Bytom, where
he met Heinz Brandt, who was working for the Germaswspaper'Deutsche
Nachrichteh published in Katowice. Brandt suggested to Frenkat he translated
articles from the Polish press during his stay @tege in Wroclaw. The work was
performed by the Wroclaw student without demandirgalary in return until the end
of 1938.

On 13th August 1939 during the meeting with Nehrifigenzel was instructed,
with the use of a dummy of a time bomb, about d#eth the preparation for its deto-
nation. Moreover, Nehring stated that on 1Abgust in Bielsko Frenzel was to ob-
tain 5 trunks with time bombs from a specimaentbbe passwordBreslad. The
bombs were to be planted under official buildingsBielsko and Katowice. Nehring
mentioned, among other things, the Polish Bankdmugl, the station, as well as other

7 APK, PWSI, sygn. 38/I, Odpis zapisek z rozpytania podejezgnHansa Rudolfa Thiena spaizony

w Wydziale Sledczym Policji Pastwowej w Katowicach przez Franciszka Hejnowiczarzednika
Placowki Oficerskiej Samodzielnego Referatu Infocgiaego DOK V w Katowicach w dniu 24 VIII
1939 roku.

Until the year of 1950 an independent city inS2in Silesia. Currently, Bielsko-Biata in the Siées
province. Since the division of Cieszyn Silesid #20, despite protests of 87 per cent German major-
ity of inhabitants of the city, Bielsko was conreztto Poland.

Herbert Frenzel - residing and born on 1@htober 1916 in Bielsko, a son of Rudolf and Mauge
Klimczok, a Roman-Catholic, unmarried at the tiniewest, a German citizen of German nationality,
unpunished, did not take military service, a studd#rPhilosophy at the University of Wroclaw. He
probably came from aealthy family — police documents specify his fathe a businessman. Ac-
cording to Hans Thien’s testimony, Frenzel was sgpd to be a member of the SS. This is not con-
firmed by other evidence — including Frenzel'sitasny.

#2033 Obersturmfiihrer Joachim Nehring was the hé#ueoSD post in Bytom. He was subjected to SS
Obersturmbannfihrer Gunther, the commander of EndoEthe management of sabotage in the Sile-
sia province. Gunther had his headquarters in Vdmacln one of his statements Frenzel said that
Nehring came from the Poznan region.
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at Frenzel's discretioh Nehring also added that the targets of the bottatks were
to be German buildings as well in both of thoseesitWhen asked by Frenzel why
German buildings were to be damaged, Nehring expththat it was feared that the
Polish authorities would seize the buildifigs Two trunks, each containing four
bombs were to be used in Bielsko. The remainingehrunks, with a total content of
twelve bombs were to be delivered in the early nmgrhours on 24th August at
the 'SchwidewskKi petrol station at Castle Street in Katowice. Thesre to be col-
lected by a specimen on the password ‘Beuthen’.

The alarm signal to begin preparations for the sukive actions was to
be’Deutschmeistermarstciven by the German radio station in Wroclaw &07p.m.
A specimen sent for that purpose from Germany waasform about the precise time
of the action and he would also be to accept theotd of the attack selected by
Frenzel.

Frenzel left Wroclaw the next day after the meetwith Nehring and he set
about building a diversionary netwérkThe first candidate for recruitment was Hans
Th(i)%n, who Frenzel met in March 1939 in the edébaffice of’Der Aufbruc in Biel-
sko™.

Thien worked for that editorial since the springl®38 as a newspaper carrier.
Low incomes — 35 zlotys a month — forced him toetaklditional work as a collector
for 'Deutscher Wehlfahrtsdienswhere he received 15 zlotys a month.

On 17th August 1939 Frenzel invited Thien to oneBiaélsko restaurants
named’'Alley’, where they drank vodka and beer together. Insdmae way Frenzel
hosted Thien the following day. He offered him b jor the German intelligence and
a salary of 1,000 zlotys for executitogrtain activities He also bound him, as a Ger-
man, to secre®. On 21st August in the afternoon they met agairthie restau-
rant’Alley’, from where they went to Frenzel's apartment, whEnien finally was to
agree to cooperate. Frenzel decided to use Thienliasson officer to contacts with

2L APK, PWSI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —
1939, Zapisek z rozpytania podejrzanego Herbesazeéla spormizony w WydzialeSledczym Poli-
cji Paastwowej w Katowicach sposdzony przez Tadeusza Raewicza - urzdnika Placowki Ofi-
cerskiej Samodzielnego Referatu Informacyjnego DOW Katowicach w dniu 25 VIII 1939 r.

Thus the provocative nature of these attacks Nghdisguised even against his own agents.

UenTpanpHuid nepkaBHHM icTopuuHuit apxiB Ykpainu, M. JIeBiB, (LJIAJI Vkpainu), Komenda

Gtoéwna Policji WojewodztwaSlaskiego. Urad Sledczy w Katowicach (KGPWI), sygn. 643/1/1,

Protokot przestuchania podejrzanego Herberta Ftenmaezeprowadzony przez komisarza Skrysko

z komisariatu Policji Restwowej w Biatej Krakowskiej w dniu 28 VIII 1939 r.

2 APK, PWSI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —
1939, Zapisek z rozpytania podejrzanego Herbesazeéla spormzony w WydzialeSledczym Poli-
cji Paastwowej w Katowicach sposdzony przez Tadeusza Raewicza - urzdnika Placowki Ofi-
cerskiej Samodzielnego Referatu Informacyjnego DOW Katowicach w dniu 25 VIII 1939 r.

24 TIIAJT Vkpaina, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Protokét przestuchania podejrganklerberta Frenzela
przeprowadzony przez komisarza Skrysko z Komisarzakomisariatu Policji Restwowej w Bialej
Krakowskiej w dniu 28 VIII 1939 r.

% APK, PWSI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —

1939, Odpis zapisek z rozpytania podejrzanego HRuslfa Thiena sposdzony w WydzialeSled-

czym Policji Pastwowej w Katowicach przez Franciszka Hejnowicaazednika Placowki Oficer-

skiej Samodzielnego Referatu Informacyjnego DOK Katowicach w dniu 24 VIII 1939 roku.
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Nehring. For this purpose, they both went by busnfBielsko to Katowice. In the

German consulate in Katowice Frenzel requestedlkattaconsul Schaller. Thien

stayed in a waiting room, and Frenzel informed ¢basul that he was maintaining
contacts with the SS officer Nehring and intendeddnd Thien for the instructions to
the above mentioned person. He asked the congatte a passport for Thien. The
consulstrongly rejected the possibility of issuing a Gampassport to a Polish citi-
zen, and therefore the two German saboteurs retumBielsko on the same 8y

On the following day they both went by bus to Cigsavhere Thien received
the first task — he was to go to the Moravian Qsfrato Gajef®. After giving the
passwordParkstrasse 11%1e was to receive passwords and information aten
the broadcasting station in Wroclaw changes a lwastdd until that time march into
another one during the evening messages at 8 p.d0 p.m. Thien was to learn by
heart the passwords given so that he could pass lier to Frenzel. The passwords
and the change of the march was to be obviousigreakfor starting the diversionary
activities.

After obtaining the information Gajer was to proxitdim a false passport on
the basis of which Thien would return to Poland. wies to cross the Polish border
with the Protectorate illegaffywith the help of Broda — Frenzel's friend from Ci-
eszyn. On that same day Thien together with Brodatvio a farmer living not far
from the border in the neighbourhood of TrzyniebeTperson, according to Brody,
was engaded in smuggling. Thien stayed at his @adeafter dusk he was to be con-
ducted on the territory of the Protectorate. Butigehe evening he changed his mind
and walked to Cieszyn, from where he went to Bielsit train.

The next day, i.e. on 23rd August, Thien met FréemzdBielsko. During the
conversation Thien stated that he was afraid oégsing the border illegally — he
would prefer to do it with a passport. Therefore,tbe same day in the morning they
both left for Cieszy#f, in order to obtain a passport in the local Gerransulate.
However, they did not find the vice-consul — Dr.r&fhaus — and drove off back to
Bielsko.

% APK, PWAI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —
1939, Frenzel Herbert — niem.[iecka] akcja dywerayjsprawa dostarczania bomb zegarowych - pi-
smo WydziatuSledczego Policji WOjewodth&Iqsklego w Katowicach do Uedu Sledczego Gtow-

nej Komendy Policji Wojewddztwélaskiego z 26 VIII 1939 roku.

Currently Ostrava — a city in the Czech Repubtiche border of Cieszyn Silesia. Since March 1939,
Ostrava was in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Maraan autonomous administrative unit created
by the Germans from the occupied parts of Boheli@avia and Silesia Cieszyn.

During the first interrogation on 24 August 193%jen said that Frenzel ordered him to go to Bytom
to a man named Grimm. Perhaps Grimm was also otteed€ontacts’ of the subversive network be-
ing built by Nehring.

29 After 15th August legal border crossing was dyelaampered. On that date the Office of the Silesia
Province ordered the closure of border traffic vilie Third Reich and the Protectorate of Bohemia
and Moravia, which had been held on the basisebtirder passes. A day earlier the German authori-
ties issued the same order in the section of tsteicti of Rybnik.

30 AT Ykpainn, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Dodatkowy zapisek rozpytania Hamudolfa Thiena

spisany dnia 26 sierpnia 1939 r. w Wydzifledczym w Katowicach przez starszego przodownika

$ledczego Gurtlara.
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On 24th August in the morning, Frenzel and Thiemw® Cieszyn by bus
again. In the consulate Thien, like in Katowicenaned in the waiting rooth while
Frenzel, referring to his contacts with the SSspntéed the vice-consul the need to
issue a passport for Thien. Dr. Ehrenhaus initiakgitated, saying that this was im-
possible, but after Frenzel's explanations thaivés a very important matter, an-
swered that havill see what can be dofé Then Dr. Ehrenhaus went by car, together
with Thien, to the German Consulate in KatowiceefEhThien received a German
passport and he learnt that he would cross theeband the same day by a car of the
Consulaté®, in the company of the German Consul in Katowic&chiiller — the
countess of Praszma and the chauffeur of the Careslil

At 100 meters from the border point the driver gighthe car, then he ordered
Thien to get out and cross the border on foot. Hilenly replied that he would not
get out of the car and wanted to cross the bordergar. At the border point, the po-
lice checked only Thien’s identity papers, he hedgassport confiscated, then he was
declared to be detained. At that time other pedmeeling in the consulate car
crossed the bord& Thien’s detention initiated arrests of other mensbof the sub-
versive network created by Frenzel.

3. THE DELIVERY OF EXPLOSIVES

A week earlier, at noon on 17th August a MercedesZ8 with Polish registration
numbers drove up to Frenzel's flat in Bielsko. Am the age of about #(yot out
of the car, and after ascertaining that he wasimgalith Herbert Frenzel mentioned

31 Whereas Thien gave in his testimony that bothddnyeand the previous one, he waited for Frenzel in

one of the restaurants in CieszyARK, PWKI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materigy
chodzé& policyjnych z lat 1922 — 1939, Odpis zapisek zpgdania podejrzanego Hansa Rudolfa
Thiena sporzdzony w WydzialeSledczym Policji Pastwowej w Katowicach przez Franciszka Hej-
nowicza - urzdnika Placowki Oficerskiej Samodzielnego Referatfodimacyjnego DOK V w Kato-
wicach w dniu 24 VIII 1939 roku.

%2 APK, PWAI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —
1939, Frenzel Herbert — niem.[iecka] akcja dywerayjsprawa dostarczania bomb zegarowych - Pi-
smo WydziatuSledczego Policji WOjewodth&Iqsklego w Katowicach do Uedu Sledczego Gtow-
nej Komendy Policji Wojewddztwalaskiego z 26 VIII 1939 roku.

% APK, PWAI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —
1939, Odpis zapisek z rozpytania podejrzanego HRuslfa Thiena sposdzony w WydzialeSled-
czym Policji Pastwowej w Katowicach przez Franciszka Hejnowicaazednika Placowki Oficer-
skiej Samodzielnego Referatu Informacyjnego DOK Katowicach w dniu 24 VIII 1939 roku.

IJIIATT Ypainn, KGPWAI, sygn. 643/1/1, Frenzel Herbert — niem.[ieckajakdywersyjna, sprawa
dostarczania bomb zegarowych - Pismo Wydz$iadczego Policji Wojewddztwélaskiego w Ka-
towicach do Urzdu Sledczego Glownej Komendy Policji Wojewddztwhskiego z 26 VIII 1939 ro-
ku.

% APK, PWAI, 38/I, Osoby podejrzane o szpiegostwo. Materiddghodzé policyjnych z lat 1922 —
1939, Odpis zapisek z rozpytania podejrzanego d&hsdolfa Thiena spagdzony w Wydziale
Sledczym Policji Pastwowej w Katowicach przez Franciszka Hejnowiczazednika Placowki Ofi-
cerskiej Samodzielnego Referatu Informacyjnego DOW Katowicach w dniu 24 VIII 1939 roku.
According to M. Cygaski the car was to be owned by the German Consuid€atowice.M. Cygai-
ski, op. cit., p. 134.

The personal profile of the man could not be wheiteed. According to Frenzel, his name probably
was Kreizel or Kreisel.
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the previously agreed passwoRBteslau. This person gave Frenzel 5 truftks each
of them contained four bombs. He repeated and spédhe instructions given earlier
by Nehring — the contents of two trunks were taubed in Bielsko, while the 3 other
ones Frenzel was supposed to deliver to the pstedion’Schwidowski at Castle
Street in Katowice to a person who would mentioa plasswordDeuthen on 24th
August at 5 a.m.

On the same day the bombs were transported to Gu@witZ?, whose
daughtef’ was Thien’s fiancée. There, with the help of H@hgen, his fiancée, Wik-
tor Kénig and Walter Hoffmah they were hidden in the Prawitz’s garden. Accogdin
to Frenzel's later testimony, he informed all thgsesent there that the trunks con-
tained bombs, which were to be used to carry dachks. Next day they were trans-
ported to'a staunch GermaH Wiktor Kénig, also residing in Bielsko.

On about 20th August Karmel or Kerrfietame to Frenzel's flat in Bielsko.
He stated that he came on Nehring’s command anthdeah to pass the three trunks
with bombs to Katowic¥.

On 24th August at about 3.30 in the morning, aitexvious consultation with
Konig, Frenzel went to him with Francis Wagfein his car, then he took the three
trunks with bombs and a briefcase containing Gerinand grenades. In addition,
Frenzel ordered Konig to transport the other twmks, one hand grenade and a deto-
nator to Las Cygaski in the nieghbourhood of Bielsko as soon as ipessThen
Frenzel with Wagner set out to the agreed placd€atowice, where they passed the
trunks to the awaiting specimen, who turned oub¢oStanislaw Stachufa finally
they drove off back to Bielska

% In his first testimony Frenzel stated that he haein delivered three trunks.

Prawitz Gustaw Wilhelm - born in 1883 in Bielskesiding in Bielsko, a Protestant, a Polish citize
of German nationality, a private official.

Prawitz Hilda — born in 1909 in Kamienica, a daier of Gustaw Wilhelm and Waleria nee Schanke,
residing in Bielsko, a Protestant, unmarried, noupation, a Polish citizen of German nationality.

There are missing details about Rudolf Hoffmann.

The term given to the protocol by Frenzel. Kowigs recruited by Frenzel at the same time as Thien
did. No details about him.

There are missing details about him. Accordingitenzel he was to be a German citizen residing in
Katowice.

“ 1IIAJ Vkpainu, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Dodatkowy zapisek rozpytania paa@mego Herberta
Frenzela przeprowadzony przez przeprowadzony phkreirzeja Nadolnego, przodownika Wydziatu
Sledczego Policji Pisstwowej w Katowicach 26 VIII 1939 r.

Franciszek Wagner — born in 1904 in Bielsko, @ gbAlojzy and Maria nee Banat, residing in Biel-
sko, a Roman-Catholic, a sales manager of the coynfpolhurt’, married, a platoon reserve of the
3rd infantry regiment, not punished, a Polish eitinf Polish nationality (Wagner gave the Polish na
tionality to the protocol — although, accordinghie interrogator — he hardly spoke Polish).

Stanistaw Stachura — born in 1893 in Srokowiespa of Karol and Maria nee Stefan, a bachelor,
a miner by profession, residing in Wothowiec, serirethe Polish Army.

LJTIAJT Vkpainn, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Protokét przestuchania podejrganklerberta Frenzela
przeprowadzony przez komisarza Skrysko z Komisarzakomisariatu Policji Restwowej w Bialej
Krakowskiej w dniu 28 VIl 1939 r.

39

40

41
42

43

45

46

47

153



Adam SZYMANOWICZ, Piotr KOLAKOWSKI

Stanistaw Stachura, according to his own testimevgs to be enlisted in the
diversionary work on 22n8ugust 1939. He preserved the explosives entrustén
for a few hours and then he passed them to othen&esaboteuf&

They were probably used as early as several hates IOn 26th August a few
minutes after 1.00 at night two explosions tookcplan Katowice. Explosives were
planted under the local office of Volksbund at 23yfMka Street and the minority
school building at Stawowa Street. There were malifees, but the explosions caused
considerable material losses. A day earlier, orh 2Z&igust at 7.55 p.m. the broad-
casting station Breslau-Gleiwitz made the followigmgnouncement in GermaiDie
Kameraden Dr. Funk und Eichhorn die Gemeinsame iAtmben und sich aufzu-
nehmen zumeldé}l. Officers of the police in Katowice associatedsthith Frenzel's
previous testimony giving evidence that the abowsioned station was to cooperate
in the bomb attacks by transmitting the agreed qvassls. Moreover, on the night
from 27th to 28th August in the Kdnig’'s premisesBiata there was a strong explo-
sion that caused severe damage. Policemen fromwkadinked the explosion with
the trunks, which Frenzel had given Konig for sigriand came to a conclusion that
they were the result of careless handling themdioteurs or of intentional opera-
tion™”,

4. ARRESTS

As already mentioned by way of introduction, Hatseh, shortly after being arrested
on 24th August, confessed to his participationhi@ subversive action and also gave
the names of the persons who he had met duringldgsl activities. The next day at
6.00 a.m. in Bielsko Herbert Frenzel was detaitheBuring the next few days, the
police searched houses of the persons mentiondtien’s and Frenzel's testimo-
nies? At least a dozen or so people were apprehendedmbst of them were re-
leased after interrogatidh The following persons were put in a custodial aechand
submitted for the disposal of the public prosecstaffice: Herbert Frenzel, Hans
Thien, Franciszek Wagner, Stanistaw Stachura, @uBtawitz and Hilda Prawitz

48 IIIIAJI Vkpainu, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Dalsze zapiski rozpytania podejego Stanistawa Sta-

chury sporadzone dnia 27 sierpnia 1939 roku w Wydzidledczym w Katowicach przez starszego

przodownika stiaby $ledczej Jokla Romana, w obeénbnadkomisarza Brodniewicza.

IJIIATT Ypainn, KGPWAI, sygn. 643/1/1, Frenzel Herbert — niem.[ieckajakdywersyjna, sprawa

dostarczania bomb zegarowych - Pismo Wydzidédczego Policji Wojewodztwélaskiego w Ka-

towicach do Urzdu Sledczego Glownej Komendy Policji Wojewddztwhskiego z 26 VIII 1939 ro-

ku.

0 [IIAJT Vkpainun, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Pismo Wydziakledczego Miejskiej i Powiatowej Ko-

mendy Policji Wojewddztw&laskiego w Katowicach do Prokuratorads Okkegowego — Rejonu | —

w Katowicach dotycace Frenzela Herberta i tow.[arzyszy] — dostarczanimb zegarowych do nie-

m.[ieckiej] akcji dywersyjnej z 28 VIII 1939 r.

Later that day he was escorted to the custoeimbnd in Katowice.

As a result of the reviews, there were not foang time bombs or other objects that could be tsed

carry out sabotage actions.

On 25th August the Police Headquarters of thesil Province in Bielsko stopped and released after

guestioning, among others, Herbert Frenzel's parant siblings and Gustav Prawitz's wife and son

as well.

* LJIIAJT Yipainn, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Pismo Komendy Policji Wojewddzt$taskiego w Biel-
sku do WydziatuSledczego w Katowicach w sprawie Frenzela Herbetiani[arzyszy] z 27 VIII
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The detainees were subjected to everyday interi@yagtobtaining more and
more new information from them. As a result of tbarried out confrontation,
Stanistaw Stachura identified Wagner and Thienexsqns who he had received the
trunks with time bombs from. Stachura also gave names of the peBpiao had
taken these trunks away from Him

On 25th August, after Frenzel's apprehending, thenidipal and District Po-
lice Headquarters in Katowice sent a facsimile sdbasdinated police stations, in
which very careful permanent or, in case of lacla @ufficient number of police offi-
cers, casual but frequent observation of state@thuildings was ordered. Performing
controls of packages and suitcases was considehadadble. In the explanation in-
formation about the German plans of German subwersands and time bombs they
possessed was given.

The persons detained in therenzel’'s affair were Polish citizens. Some of
them were Polish army reservists having valid mpéilon assignments at the time of
their detention. There is a lack of information abgrior belonging to German na-
tionalist organizations or anti-Polish activity thfose detainees. Only Wiktor Kénig
was considereth staunch GermanBeing in a poor financial situation, Thien bore i
mind the need of material benefits — for the heltlom he was to be paid 1000 zlotys.
Probably Frenzel followed similar motives. This sea appears in one of the docu-
ments. It is not known what motivated the others.

From the accumulated documentation it does notapihat the creator of the
subversive network — Frenzel — underwent more seritiversionary training. Other
members were recruited in a random manner as Wed.big problem was the com-
munication with principals from the security seevizvho were directing the action
from the territory of the Reich. It usually tookapk via coded information passed on
by German radio stations, through the German cangdsts or couriers crossing the
border illegally. However, the last way on the ldays of August caused considerable
difficulties.

Thien’s accidental apprehension by the border potientributed to the liqui-
dation, in just a few days, of the entire diversignnetwork. Almost all the detainees
immediately admitted their subversive activitieayg the names of collaborators and
In successive questionings more and more new deédibut their operation. This
demonstrates good work of the Silesian provincé&cpatooperating with the bodies of
the military counterespionage, but also a less yefect organization of the German

1939 r.; Pismo WydziatSledczego Miejskiej i Powiatowej Komendy Policji VégyodztwaSlaskie-
go w Katowicach do Prokuratorad Okrgowego — Rejonu | — w Katowicach dotyce Frenzela
Herberta i tow.[arzyszy] — dostarczanie bomb zeggoh do niem.[ieckiej] akcji dywersyjnej z 28
VIl 1939 .

LJTIATT Vkpainu, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Dalsze zapiski rozpytania podejego Stanistawa Sta-
chury sporadzone dnia 27 sierpnia 1939 roku w Wydzisledczym w Katowicach przez starszego
przodownika stiaby $ledczej Jokla Romana, w obeénbnadkomisarza Brodniewicza

They were: Willi Kermel, Student and probably 8tht (Stachura did not remember the first names
of the last two of them). It is not known whethieese people were detained.

LUTIAJT Vipaimn, KGPWSI, sygn. 643/1/1, Dodatkowe zapiski z rozpytaniagjtzanego Stanistawa
Stachury przeprowadzone przez Andrzeja Nadobnegozedownika stiby sledczej z Wydziatu
Sledczego w Katowicach w dniu 28 VIIl 1939 r.
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intelligence networks. On the last days beforeetkglosion creating them the German
security service conducted mass and accidentalitew¥nt. Targets of attacks and
action plans were assigned not precisely. It wdsatsm established where and how to
store explosives.

THE END

Noteworthy is the co-operation of German consulatekers with Frenzel’'s
network. Mentioned in the article explosive matsriaere transported to Bielsko by
car owned by the German Consulate in Katowice. Thieien, with the help of the
German vice-consul in Cieszyn — Dr. Ehrenhaus eived a German passport issued
by the Consulate in Katowice. The issuance of disument by a German consular
office to a Polish citizen was not only a violatioh international consular law, but
also a crime. Thien was arrested at the bordert poihagiewniki in a car owned by
the German Consulate in Katowice and in the presefcsice-consul Schuller, who
was fully aware of who and for what reasons he easying. On 30th August 1939
Polish authorities decided to close the only Coaguin Bielsko, but this also consti-
tuted the basis for the closure of the Third Rgiokt in Katowice.
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Z DZIE:]OW NIEMIECKIEJ DYWERSJI NA
TERENIE WOJEWODZTWA SLASKIEGO W SIERPNIU 1939 ROKU

Streszczenie

Wiosny 1939 roku Abwehra i podlegta Reichshfuhrerowi f8&ha bezpieczistwa roz-
poczty masowy werbunek do organizacji bojowych i sabmte-dywersyjnych cztonkow
mniejszéci niemieckiej zamieszlkgych terytorium Rzeczypospolitej. W przypadku wyuc
wojny organizacje podlegie Abwehrze mialy dokoryatakdéw na oddziaty WP, ludfibcy-
wilng, a take niszczy wazne z wojskowego punktu widzenia obiekty — przedgstksm komu-
nikacyjne. Zupeinie inne zadania postawiono do wgka grupom utworzonym przez zdgl
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bezpieczéstwa (Siherheitsdienst—SD). Zajmowaty ene przygotowaniem akcji prowokacyj-
nych magcych uzasaddiagresg |1l Rzeszy na Polgk a take sporzdzeniem spisu oséb prze-
znaczonych do aresztowania po wkroczeniu Wehrmaehtiemie polskie.

Stowa kluczowedywersja,Slgsk Gorny 1939, mniejsami narodowe, sttba bezpiecasstwa
Niemiec 1939

Artykut recenzowat: dr hab. Jerzy MARQprof. nadzw. UWr
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