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Abstract:

In Poland, the first studies into the social issues related to environmental protection, environmental awareness and 
attitudes towards the environment were conducted in the eighties of the last century.
Studies conducted in Tarnobrzeg in 1983 are regarded as frontier research in the field of environmental awareness [1]. 
These served as the basis for an analysis of the state of environmental awareness in Polish society. It was observed that 
society was more motivated to take action in the face of risks related directly to humans, e.g., pollution of drinking water, 
while considerably less attention was given to "distant" threats, such as risks to forests or the pollution of the air with 
industrial dusts and gases.
Research concluded that society values the environment but does not feel the need to actively protect it. Awareness of the 
risks is contrasted by little knowledge of their sources and effects. Society exhibits a lack of trust and a negative opinion of 
institutions responsible for providing information and performing activities related to the environment. Due to 
educational deficiencies, environmental awareness was influenced mainly by the personal experience of individuals and 
local communities [2].
Results of studies conducted in previous years are slightly different and point to  considerable diversity among those 
surveyed, both in terms of the level of knowledge and their behaviour towards the environment. According to the answers 
given by respondents, most people are convinced that their environmental awareness is equivalent to their knowledge of 
organic agriculture. The pro-environmental behaviours of respondents in three regions of Poland mainly constitute 
reusing glass and plastic containers and plastic bags. On average, over 83% of all respondents stated such behaviour. In 
the Masovian Voivodeship, this value reached 87.74%.
On average, 72.37% of respondents feel they contribute to the protection of the environment. Again, the largest percentage 
of positive answers came from the areas around Warsaw, in the Masovian Voivodeship.
However, in terms of environmental knowledge and behaviour, research suggests that 69.54% of respondents in rural 
areas of the Podkarpacie Voivodeship do not practice sustainable development or are not aware of this fact due to a lack of 
understanding of the subject. Social approval of reducing industrial activity has also decreased, possibly due to 
increasing unemployment. Also noted was the increased role of local administration and the activities of individuals in 
relation to the environment. More emphasis was given to the relationship between the state of the environment and 
opportunities for development. However, there is a larger gap between the rich, educated, pro-environmental individuals 
in urban centers and the poor, older, less educated people in rural areas, who appear indifferent to environmental issues. 
Environmental organizations gained some importance, but at the same time knowledge on such organizations decreased. 
Authors of previous studies conclude that the future state of environmental awareness in society will depend on economic 
conditions. It was noted that fear and belief in the constant deterioration of the environment still persist. Also visible were 
the regional differences in the perception of environmental issues, defined by the state of the environment within a given 
region [3]. Recent studies conducted by the Forecast Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences suggest, surprisingly 
to some, that a country's economic development does not translate into societal progress. Therefore, improvement of               
a society's financial condition does not lead to an advancement in environmental culture. It would seem that in this 
situation the only chance for sustainable development is lifelong social education, both in terms of human health and 
protection of the environment. 

Streszczenie:

W Polsce pierwsze badania poświęcone społecznym problemom ochrony środowiska, świadomości ekologicznej i posta-
wom wobec środowiska przeprowadzono w latach osiemdziesiątych ubiegłego stulecia.
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Za pionierskie badania obejmujące w całości tematykę świadomości ekologicznej uznaje się badania tarnobrzeskie 
z 1983 roku [1]. Na tej podstawie opracowano syntezę stanu świadomości ekologicznej społeczeństwa polskiego. 
Zwrócono uwagę, że społeczeństwo było bardziej zmobilizowane do działania w przypadku wystąpienia zagrożeń bezpo-
średnio dotyczących człowieka, np. zanieczyszczenie wody pitnej, znacznie mniejszą uwagę zwracano na zagrożenia 
„odległe”, takie jak zagrożenie stanu lasów czy zanieczyszczenia powietrza przez pyły i gazy przemysłowe.
Z badań wynikało, że społeczeństwo traktuje środowisko naturalne jako wartość, ale nie odczuwa potrzeby działań na 
rzecz jego ochrony. Świadomości zagrożeń towarzyszy bardzo niewielka wiedza na temat ich źródeł i skutków. W społe-
czeństwie występuje brak zaufania i negatywna ocena działań instytucji odpowiedzialnych za informację i działania 
środowiskowe. Wobec braków edukacyjnych, świadomość ekologiczna zdeterminowana była przede wszystkim doświad-
czeniem indywidualnym poszczególnych jednostek i społeczności lokalnych [2].
Wyniki badań prowadzonych w ostatnich latach są nieco inne, świadczą o sporym zróżnicowaniu zarówno poziomu 
wiedzy jak i zachowań badanych osób w stosunku do środowiska. Z odpowiedzi respondentów wynika, że większość ludzi 
jest przekonanych o tym, że ich świadomość ekologiczna polega na znajomości zasad rolnictwa ekologicznego. Zachowa-
nia proekologiczne respondentów w trzech badanych regionach Polski najczęściej dotyczą wielokrotnego wykorzysty-
wania opakowań szklanych, plastikowych i reklamówek. Takie zachowania zadeklarowało średnio ponad 83% wszystkich 
badanych, a  w województwie mazowieckim aż 87,74%.
Średnio 72,37% badanych uważa, że ma wpływ na ochronę środowiska i znowu największy procent pozytywnych 
odpowiedzi na to pytanie pochodzi z województwa mazowieckiego, z okolic Warszawy.  
Jeśli jednak chodzi o wiedzę i zachowania w ochronie środowiska z badań wynika, że 69,54% mieszkańców wsi                         
z województwa podkarpackiego nie stosuje w praktyce zasad zrównoważonego rozwoju lub nie jest tego świadoma, 
ponieważ nie rozumie tego pojęcia. Zmniejszyło się również przyzwolenie społeczne na ograniczenie produkcji przemy-
słowej, zapewne z powodu wzrostu bezrobocia. Wzrosła rola samorządu lokalnego i indywidualnych działań mieszkań-
ców na rzecz środowiska naturalnego. W większym stopniu dostrzeżono związek między stanem środowiska i szansami 
rozwojowymi. Pogłębił się jednak podział na wykształconych, bogatych i proekologicznych oraz biednych, starszych, 
gorzej wykształconych, mieszkających na wsi i obojętnych na kwestie ekologiczne. Nastąpił niewielki wzrost znaczenia 
organizacji ekologicznych, ale i spadek wiedzy o nich samych. Autorzy wcześniejszych badań wnioskują, że przyszły stan 
świadomości ekologicznej społeczeństwa będzie zależeć od stanu gospodarki. Zwrócono uwagę, że wciąż panuje lęk               
i przekonanie o stałym pogarszaniu się stanu środowiska. Widoczne były również różnice regionalne w postrzeganiu 
problemów ekologicznych, określane przez stan środowiska w danym rejonie kraju [3]. Najnowsze badania Komitetu 
Prognoz Polskiej Akademii Nauk wskazują, co dla niektórych jest zaskoczeniem, że rozwój gospodarczy kraju nie 
przekłada się na rozwój cywilizacyjny. Zatem poprawa warunków materialnych ludności nie skutkuje podniesieniem 
poziomu kultury ekologicznej. Wydaje się, że w tej sytuacji jedyną szansą na zrównoważony rozwój pozostaje edukacja 
społeczeństwa przez całe życie, zarówno w zakresie ochrony środowiska jak i zdrowia człowieka.

Słowa kluczowe: ochrona środowiska naturalnego, świadomość ekologiczna, społeczność lokalna

Introduction Environmental education, more and more often provided 
in school education and informal education, includes 

In Poland, the first research dedicated to the social biotic, abiotic, environmental science and social aspects. 
problems of environmental protection, ecology awareness Environmental education, understood in this way, should 
and attitude towards the environment was conducted in the consider basic information concerning living organisms, 
1980s. abiotic elements of the environment, methods and means 
The Tarnobrzeg research of 1983 is considered to be of protecting all environmental elements, and the 
pioneer research dedicated wholly to environmental importance of the social environment in the process of 
awareness [1]. On this basis, a synthesis of the ecological education [4].
awareness of  Polish society was developed. The study Research has shown that society values the natural 
underlined the fact that Polish society was more willing to environment, but does not feel the need to act in its 
act on environmental protection when facing current and protection. Our awareness of threats is accompanied by 
direct threats to the human condition, e.g., drinking water very limited knowledge about their sources and results. 
pollution, than in the case of "distant" threats, such as the Society is characterised by its lack of trust, and  negative 
poor condition of forest ecosystems or the lack of waste assessment of actions carried out by institutions 
sorting. responsible for providing information and taking pro-
Ecological awareness, defined as a certain level of environmental actions. In light of educational deficiencies, 
knowledge about the environment, an ability to protect it environmental awareness was determined, above all, by 
against threats, and acting for the benefit of the the personal experience of individuals and local 
environment, is a result of ecological education. communities [2].
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Our research This has been especially proven by the responses received 
in the Voivodeship of Masovia – 92.23%. The pro-

Integrating individuals and focusing their attention on the ecological behaviour of the respondents in all regions 
issues of protecting their local environment are important indicate a high, declared level of reuseing glass and plastic 
elements used in shaping the awareness of a civil society. In containers, and single-use bags. Such pro-ecological 
order to assess the level of knowledge and participation of behaviour was declared by more than 83% of all 
the society in the protection of their local environment,           respondents on average, and in the Voivodeship of Masovia 
a diagnostic survey was carried out on a sample of 1000 (an urban region), even by 87.74%.
people – representatives of local communities in three 

On average, 72.37% of the respondents believe that they 
regions of Poland (Fig. 1). In two regions: Pomerania and 

have a positive influence on  environmental protection, 
Podkarpacie, the respondents were mainly rural residents, 

and again, the highest percentage of such answers comes 
and in central Poland, answers to the questions were 

from the Voivodeship of Masovia.  
provided by urban residents.  

When it comes to knowledge and behaviour related to 
environmental protection, the research indicates that 
almost half of the respondents, and in the Voivodeship of 
Podkarpacie (a rural area) even 58%, declare that they do 
not understand the notion of "sustainable development" 
and 69.54%, do not use the principles of sustainable 
development in practice, or are not aware of it, because 
they do not understand this notion. A similar level was 
exhibited by the respondents with respect to their 
knowledge of air and water purification methods. Taking 
into account this distribution of answers, we can assume 
that some of the respondents have had some contact with 
ecological education and present an appropriate level of 
environmental awareness. However, a large percentage of 
respondents indicated significant deficiencies in their 
knowledge, which translates to disturbing behaviours 
towards the environment. Such behaviours are: excessive 
use of means of individual transportation; parking vehicles 

Fig. 1. Location of three regions in Poland (four in forbidden places, e.g., in forests; smoking in public 
Voivodeships) where the local communities were places; the unnecessary cutting down of trees and damage 
investigated to plants; lack of sewage treatment plants; leaking 

cesspools belonging to single-family households located Questions put to the residents of Podkarpacie, Masovia and 
on recreational garden allotments; drainage of sewage into Pomerania related to three basic issues:

! natural water bodies, etc.their knowledge and behaviour with respect to 
environmental protection,

!    their views on the activities of local self-governments 
and schools, with respect to ecological education,

! participation of the residents in local environmental 
actions.

SELF-ASSESSMENT OF THE RESPONDENTS WITH 
RESPECT TO THE PROTECTION OF THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT

Representatives of local communities within three regions 
of Poland evaluated their knowledge and attitudes towards 
environmental protection in three surveys; the results from 
urban and rural regions are presented in Fig. 2. The results 
reflect a wide diversification in both the level of knowledge Fig. 2. The knowledge and behaviours  represented by 
and the attitudes of the respondents towards the respondents from local communities in a self-assessment 
environment. Most of the respondents (in percentages) test
believe that they know what ecological farming entails. 
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However, on the other hand, taking into consideration the copied by pupils and students, who do not pay attention to 
response to question 3 (table), more than 77% of their academic quality and copyright.
respondents declare that they sort waste. It is worth to The third source of knowledge indicated by the subjects 
underline that in Burger's research of 2000 and 2004, were courses, seminars, workshops – this was the answer 
conducted with a similar group of 1000 people, waste given by 46% of respondents, the majority of whom were 
sorting was declared by 45% and 57% of respondents, teachers and students. It seems that both seminars and 
respectively. This indicates that the environmental workshops are aimed at teachers and students, and 
awareness of society has increased. sometimes pupils, that is, at people who play the role of 
In order to verify the reliability of answers concerning conveyors of knowledge about  environmental protection. 
sustainable development, the final question of the survey Such activities should be open, directed also at regional 
read: Please, specify in a few words, what you understand civil servants, employees of all levels of governmental 
as "sustainable development". It turned out that only 28% administration, as well as at those, who are interested in 
of respondents understood the notion of sustainable education and environmental protection. There is still a lot 
development – where only 5% of all subjects gave a correct to do in this respect.
answer, and 23% gave answers which were close to the 

Another source of information about the environment, 
correct one, e.g. "Sustainable development is the kind of 

specified by 45% of the respondents, is specialist literature. 
behaviour which does not harm people or nature...", "it is 

On the other hand, only 12.3% of high school students from 
progress which takes into account the well-being of the 

the Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship indicated "ecology-
environment".

related press" as their source of information [5]. This can 
As many as 43% of the respondents gave no answer, and follow from the fact that specialist literature is still only 
29% answered incorrectly, e.g. "it is the quick development accessible to a limited group of people – specialists in             
of technology", "it is the development of society", "it is a certain field, or those interested in such matters due to 
development in automotives.” their profession or participation in an academic course. 

However, it is possible to conclude from the comparison of Considering the three regions, the best answers to this 
results that interest in the four sources of information about question were given by subjects from Masovia – 13% gave 
the environment is close.  a correct answer, and 66% gave an answer which was close 

to the correct one. A significantly worse result was 
achieved by the residents of rural areas in the Podkarpacie 

Tab. 1. Sources of environmental knowledge preferred and Pomeranian regions.
by  Polish society (multiple choice)

It needs to be remembered that almost 30% of all 
respondents were teachers, whose task, according to the 
current core curriculum, is the introduction of principles of 
sustainable development into school education.   

Answers given by the subjects, with respect to 
environmental protection, indicate that the most popular 
source of knowledge about the environment is the Internet 
(49% of respondents), as well as TV and radio programmes 
(48% of respondents). Mass media, and above all: the 
Internet, radio and public television, as institutions whose 
educational programmes reach their audience, take first    

place. Similar results were achieved in research carried out 
at the same time among high school students in the 

The respondents' self-assessment concerning their interest 
Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship (Table 1). In Burger's 

in environmental protection was the highest in the Masovia 
research of 2004, first place was taken by television – 83%, 

region, where more than 88% of the respondents declared 
second by radio – 33%, and third by the press – 21% of 

"great" and "average" interest. In the Podkarpacie region, 
respondents. This is a signal for teachers and education 

75% of the respondents evaluated their interest as "great" 
supporters that more attention should be paid to ecology 

and "average", and in the Pomeranian region, the value was 
programmes in the media, and producers and journalists 

around 51%. Around 20% of all respondents claimed their 
should become more aware of the social demand in this 

interest in environmental protection as being the nature of 
area. Despite numerous positive aspects of the Internet, 

their jobs or their academic courses. Other subjects most 
there are also certain threats of a moral nature. More and 

often mentioned the need to live in a clean environment and 
more often, we come across unreliable studies cited on 

the need to educate society.
websites, along with materials which are indiscriminately 
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No.
Source 

of  environmental 
knowledge

Answers 
(1000 persons 
from 3 regions 

in Poland )

Answers of secondary school 
students from 

Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship 
(source: I. Żeber-Dzikowska)

1 Internet 49,00% 63,1%

2 Radio and TV programs 47,53% 66,9%

3
Seminars and 

workshops 
46,05% No data

4 Specialist literature 45,65%
12,3% 

 (ecological press)
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More than 17% of all respondents answered that their From the answers given by the respondents, it can be 
interest in environmental protection was insignificant. concluded that on average 29.36% of them discern                     
Most often, they justified their little interest with: a possibility for society to participate in local 
"I have no time", environmental programmes beyond schools. On the basis 
"I am interested in something else", of a comparison with Burger's sociological research, where 
"Nothing can be done", the numbers of respondents who engaged in action for the 
"I only sort waste", benefit of the environment grew from 42% in 1992 to 64% 
"I have no money". in 2004. It seems that the current condition indicates a halt 

in the increasing trend of society's activity. However, a vast This means that the communities included in the survey are 
majority, i.e., as many as 80.52% of the respondents in still insufficiently aware of the need for environmental 
three regions of Poland, see the need to develop and carry action. To increase the level of environmental awareness of 
out an environmental education programme for the benefit society, other sources of information are necessary, apart 
of the local community. This means that there is a need for from those indicated above. First of all,  society has to be 
action in society. There is, however, a lack of initiatives and educated by municipal and local administration bodies. It 
regulations which would help to organise actions is vital to familiarise it with the necessity to observe and 
supporting the environment.evaluate the natural environment, and counteract its 

degradation. The respondents in the three studied regions, when asked, 
who, in their opinion, should conduct the environmental 

SOCIAL VIEWS ON THE ACTIVITY OF LOCAL SELF- education of municipality residents?, in most cases it was 
GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE SCOPE OF indicated that the school is the institution which should be 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION responsible for the ecological education of the local 

community.  
In accordance with the current environmental protection In the Podkarpacie Voivodeship this group included 30% 
law [6], each municipality, carrying out state policy within of the respondents, in the Voivodeship of Masovia – 
the area of ecology, is obliged to develop a regional 20.35%, and in the Pomeranian region as many as 32%. 
sustainable development strategy, and compile a municipal Second place was taken by local governments – on 
environmental protection scheme which should be average, this answer was given by 20% of respondents. 
generally available. Municipal authorities are obliged to Social (ecological) organisations were indicated by around 
inform the residents of its assumptions and current 18% of  respondents, and fourth position was taken by 
amendments. The act also specifies waste management. centres for ecological education.  
From the perspective of having a few years to observe the Such answers indicate that the school is considered, in the 
act function, it follows that the level of awareness of local environment, as an institution well prepared not only 
society in this respect is constantly growing. In Burger's to provide education to students, but also to provide 
research of 2011, 28% of the respondents answered that informal education to residents of the closest 
waste was sorted in their towns. In 2004, this number neighbourhoods. In order to determine whether it is really 
increased to 63%. According to our research, as many as the case, it is recommended that the knowledge and 
78.84% of the respondents were already aware of the competence of teachers are verified with respect to 
selective collection of waste in their municipality.  environmental education, and that their readiness to 
54.68% of the respondents from the Masovian conduct such education be checked.  
Voivodeship heard about the environmental protection Ecological education centres are institutions which are 
scheme in their municipality, 43.94% of the respondents in closely related to schools, and at the same time, to 
the Pomeranian region, and only 31% in the Podkarpacie municipalities. In their respective regions, they also should 
region, which is 43% of respondents on average. provide environmental education for residents of 
The National Strategy for Environmental Education municipalities as a whole, but in practice, they only provide 
(2001) assumed that at the level of local self-governments, educational services exclusively to school-going youth. 
ecological education programmes would also be The role of the local government is to provide the local 
developed for the benefit of society, taking into community with access to ecological education, by 
consideration the nature and the needs of the local preparing and coordinating the curriculum for the local 
environment. However, as it follows from the analysis of community. The main role in such a programme can be 
documents and interviews carried out in municipalities played by local schools, as well as by institutions 
within the studied regions, there is still a lack of official responsible for waste management, protection of green and 
programmes for ecological education. forested areas within the municipality, etc.
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According to the majority of the respondents, the interesting scientific clubs, different activities, and actions 
environmental education programme for local societies such as "Cleaning the World.” Those respondents, who 
should focus particularly on the following issues: evaluated the schools' ecological education programmes as 
· waste management – in the opinion of 50.48% of the being insufficient (10.36%), mentioned a lack of staff, lack 

respondents, of money, insufficient number of classes and a lack of                     
· water protection – 50.20% of the respondents, a plan. Here, the respondents showed their pessimism and 
· air protection – 40.69%, lack of faith in the improvement of social activity. To the 
· landscape protection – 33.33%, question: What environmental activities should be carried 
· ecological farming – 26.70%, out in your municipality? – 55.86% of the respondents 
· sustainable development – 24.48% of the respondents. answered by mentioning the need for "administrative and 

investment" activities, "prohibition of waste disposal", These most commonly indicated issues relating to the 
"getting rid of illegal dumping grounds". Only 31.84% of protection of the environment – with consideration taken 
the subjects mentioned the need for education. What is of the local environment, the specific character of the 
more, 12.30% of the respondents mentioned "lack of region, the methods, forms and opportunities – could 
interest in this subject", and in numerous comments they constitute the core of the project within the scope of the 
concluded "...lack of money...." Such an attitude among municipal programme for ecological education.
respondents may reflect the difficult financial situation of 

Most respondents are convinced of the need of becoming our society (low remuneration, unemployment), which 
better educated in environmental protection. Almost half of discourages them from any activity, leads to frustration and 
the respondents believe that teachers, who should belief that only investment outlays and administrative 
incorporate environmental topics into their classes, need restrictions can influence social behaviour within the scope 
more and continuing education within this scope. of  environmental protection.

In order to find an answer to the question whether and to It is vital to recall that in Burger's 2004 research, to the 
what extent are a school's actions recognized in the local question: "What influences the improvement in the 
community, the respondents' task was to evaluate the condition of the environment?"; 41% of subjects pointed to 
ecological education programme in their local, municipal finances, 33% mentioned legal regulations, and 24% 
schools. Results of this study (Fig. 3) happened to be very indicated the attitude of residents. At this point, attention is 
similar in each of the three regions. An average mark was drawn to the stability of opinions in the results from the 
given to the programme in their local school by approx. research carried out since 1992, concerning priorities and 
9.25% of the respondents, a good mark – 37.00%,  while financial capabilities. This is, however, another clue on 
25.50% evaluated the programme as sufficient, and how  environmental education should be supported in 
10.36% as insufficient. 18.39% of respondents refrained order to assist society in solving the problems related to 
from giving any answer, which may mean that they either environmental protection.  
do not know about such a programme, or have no contact 
with the local school.  A C T I V I T Y  O F  L O C A L  S O C I E T I E S  I N  

ENVIRONMENTAL  ACTIONS

The respondents' task was to evaluate their lifestyles as 
consumers, taking into consideration the principles of 
environmental protection regarding:
A. healthy food,
B. cleaning agents and cosmetics,
C. waste sorting,
D. car cleaning,
E. noise,
F. use of pesticides and fertilisers.

In each point (A-F), the respondents assessed their Fig. 3. Assessment of school activities as regards 
activities in a scale of 1:10. Residents of rural areas in the environmental education
Pomeranian region gave themselves the largest number of 
low marks – even 15%, but also the greatest number of the 
highest marks – 23%. Respondents from the Masovian and Those respondents, who evaluated the programme as good 
Podkarpacie regions evaluated their lifestyles at a similar, and very good, when giving their reasons for this decision, 
average level. Detailed results indicated that 92.30% of all the most often indicated reasons were about the activities 
respondents, when shopping for food, paid attention to the of the school as an ecological education institution, 
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best-before date, whereas 60.98% of the respondents paid protection, stating that "what they did was important for 
attention to the packaging. society." However, a significantly larger group – 47.76% of 

the respondents were less active individuals, who support 22.91% of the respondents gave a high mark (10 points) to 
environmental protection with their actions only from time their attitude towards waste sorting. 23.27% of the 
to time. As one of the reasons, they pointed out that the respondents chose to give themselves a low mark (1-4 
actions were characterised by their one-off nature, and not points) with regard to waste sorting. Only 15.23% of the 
their regularity, e.g., "cleaning the world actions.” The subjects gave themselves 1 point for car cleaning methods 
most vital activity is to prevent littering. Continuous which are safe for the environment, while 19.17% chose 10 
cleaning as an action has very little educational effect. points. The fact that it is not known what percentage of 

respondents owned a car, suggests that these are only More than 30% of the respondents agreed that their pro-
impressions of the respondents, not necessarily towards environmental activity was rare, or that they never did 
themselves.   anything of this kind, and justified it by a lack of time and a 

lack of interest. From their answers it may be concluded 18.81% of subjects consider their attitude towards noise 
that the subjects were not too keen on initiating pro-management as positive and award themselves 10 points, 
environmental activities. When asked about their while only 10.80% of the respondents awarded themselves 
participation in some of the already organised actions, they 1 point in ten for preventing noise. Burger's 2004 research 
gave similar answers, e.g.: occasionally, I take part in showed that the reason why society believed that care for 
organised pro-environmental actions – (51.25% of the the environment was vital was mainly their own health, as 
respondents), and 26.10% answered that they never got well as the health of their families – according to                        
involved.a declaration of 75% of the respondents; also, 70% of the 

respondents mentioned the care for future generations.
Those respondents who are keen on participating in 

Further answers to the next question posed in the survey, organised activities in their municipalities, although they 
show that there is a need to protect biological diversity in are not their initiators, make up a group of 22%. Most of 
the local environment, and 69.02% of the subjects believed them are residents of the Voivodeship of Masovia (27%), 
so. Only 38.24% of the subjects discerned a great while the smallest group consists of residents of 
biological diversification of ecosystems and species within Podkarpacie – 19%. The results show that in each local 
the area of their municipalities, while 16.69% believed that environment there are individuals, who are more active and 
biological diversity was insignificant. The diversity of become the initiators of activities supporting the local 
ecosystems and species in the local environment needs environment, but significantly more people are happy to 
special care and protection – this is what 60.50% of the cooperate, if there is someone to encourage them, make 
subjects believe in. The results seem to be difficult to suggestions, and think of ideas that benefit the local 
interpret, since it has to be assumed that a great number of environment. The results of this part of the research 
people did not understand the essence of biological indicate the need to create local institutions which will 
diversity. In the opinion of 55.86% of the respondents, undertake initiatives, and coordinate regular educational 
environmental activities (within the scope of investment activities for the benefit of the environment, by using 
and administration) should be commenced, e.g.: different forms and methods of contacts and social 
"introduction of green areas into residential compounds, integration around local affairs. Such activities are vital, 
waste management, construction of sewage treatment which is also reflected in the results of research conducted 
plants." among the administrative staff of municipal offices in the 

Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship. Some of the main Educational activities were suggested by 31.84% of the 
environmental problems mentioned by the administrative subjects; some of them were: "organisation and financing 
staff of municipal offices are: poorly developed sewage of educational projects, construction and use of cultural 
systems, poor waste management and water pollution. centres as environmental education centres." "I do not 
According to the respondents, the municipalities find it know" – was the answer chosen by 10.74% of the subjects.
hard to implement the sustainable development strategies 

It turned out that around 22% of the respondents often 
due to such reasons as: insufficient social awareness and 

undertook actions supporting  environmental protection 
lack of approval of such activities expressed by residents. 

and aimed at preserving biological diversity, such as 
51% of municipalities within the Kujavian-Pomeranian 

"planting trees" or "feeding birds in winter." This concerns 
Voivodeship complain about the lack of financial resources 

Masovia especially, with 29% of the most active 
[7].

individuals. However, in the Podkarpacie region, the 
number was only 15.81%. When asked to justify their Around 90% of the respondents in each of the studied 
actions, those respondents who often participate in social regions believe that information concerning municipal 
activities, wrote about their interest in environmental environmental protection programmes and ecological 
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education should be available to residents. It seems logical educated residents of rural areas who are indifferent to the 
that, since the programme is unknown, its addressees – the issues of ecology has become more visible. The 
local community, do not know its aims and forms of importance of ecological organisations has slightly 
implementation, and do not participate in it. Therefore, the increased, but also the knowledge about them has grown 
level of ecological awareness of those members of local smaller. Authors of the previous research conclude that the 
communities surveyed is not satisfactory. For example, the future status of society's ecological awareness will depend 
respondents most often mention the environment-related on the condition of the economy. It was pointed out that 
activities of their own families (72.30% of the subjects), there is a permanent anxiety and belief that the condition of 
but only one in four respondents reacts to the behaviour of the environment is getting worse. Also, regional 
their neighbours and colleagues. The main source of differences were seen with regard to the perception of 
information about the development of municipalities and problems of ecology, defined by the condition of the 
the activities commenced is the Public Information environment in a given region of the country [3]. The most 
Bulletin, as well as village meetings. For example, as it recent research carried out by the "Poland 2000 Plus" 
follows from studies, information about the strategies Forecast Committee shows that the country's economic 
adopted by municipalities is not forwarded to the residents growth does not translate into the development of the 
by 25% of municipalities within the Kuyavian-Pomeranian society's awareness of certain trends [9]. It seems that                 
Voivodeship [7]. a chance to equalise the level of ecological awareness of 

the local communities in rural areas and cities, and a further 
Conclusions increase in its level, is closely related to the life-long 

education of the society, and to more attention being paid to 
On the basis of results of the survey, local communities can the inter-generational pact in the common pursuit of 
be diagnosed as having relatively little knowledge and sustainable development.
little environmental awareness. Residents of local 
communities are generally characterised by a lack of 

R E F E R E N C E Sactivity and responsibility for the environment; there is no 
sense of attachment to the local environment. On the other 

[1] Burger T., Świadomość ekologiczna i potrzeby w zakresie ochrony 
hand, one's own and their family's well-being is most i kształtowania środowiska mieszkańców województwa tarno-
valued. The dominating belief is that a clean environment brzeskiego, Instytut Kształtowania Środowiska, Warsaw 1984 

(typescript).is the responsibility of the local self-government which 
[2] Gliński P., Świadomość ekologiczna społeczeństwa polskiego – should implement programmes of ecological education for 

dotychczasowe wyniki badań, "Kultura  i Społeczeństwo" 1988, their communities, inform the residents and encourage 
no. 3.

them to take an active role in the management of their local [3] Burger T., Świadomość ekologiczna społeczeństwa polskiego, 
environment [8].  IGPiM, Warsaw 2005.

[4] Dołęga J.M., Postawa środowiskowa – próba analizy pojęcia,            
Such characteristics are not yet typical for a civil society, [w:] Edukacja biologiczna i środowiskowa,  Nr 2-3, IBE, 2004.
the status which we should endeavour to attain in [5] Żeber-Dzikowska I., Wiedza dotycząca zrównoważonego rozwoju 

wśród młodzieży licealnej na podstawie badań pilotażowych,             accordance with the Sustainable Development Strategy. It 
[w:] Materiały z konferencji „Rozwój zrównoważony jako wartość seems, however, that these ambiguous results from the 
społeczno-gospodarcza, Olecko – Kowno,4- 6 VI 2007.

research allow us to hope that Polish society is moving [6] Act - Environmental Protection Law of 20 June 2001 (Journal of 
slowly towards sustainable development, despite its Laws 2001.62.627).

[7] Kozłowska K., Lokalna Agenda 21 i wdrażanie koncepcji rozwoju unclear understanding thereof.
zrównoważonego w gminach województwa kujawsko-pomor-

It appears that the sociological research conducted by the skiego, „Problemy Ekologii” 2007, vol. II, nr 3, s.139-144.  
Institute of Environmental Development in 1990s [8] Tuszyńska L., Diagnoza stanu edukacji środowiskowej spo-

łeczności lokalnych w wybranych regionach Polski, WUW, confirms this diagnosis. The social acceptance of the 
Warszawa 2008.restriction of industrial production has become limited, 

[9] Kleer J., Otoczenie światowe i bariery cywilizacyjne Polski,               
probably because of the increase in unemployment. The [w:] J. Kleer, A.P. Wierzbicki, Z. Strzelecki, L. Kuźnicki (red.), 
role of local self-governments and individual activities of Wizja przyszłości Polski, Studia i analizy, t.1, Wydawnictwo PAN 

Komitet Prognoz 'Polska 2000+', Warsaw 2011, p. 23-41                   the residents supporting the natural environment has 
(in Polish).  increased. Greater attention is paid to the relation between 

the condition of the environment and development 
opportunities. However, the division between the rich, 
educated, and pro-ecological, and the poor, older, less 
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