
75
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„Euro-Mineral” i „Euro-Gem” 2010  

w Sainte Marie aux Mines, Alzacja, Francja 

“Euro-Mineral” and “Euro-Gem” 2010 in Sainte Marie aux Mines, Alsace, France 

– perfectly prepared geotouristic product for everyone
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and “Euro-Gem”)

exhibition space in tents at the 47th European Showroom “Exposi-
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6 x 2 cm) overgrown with spessartines (largest reaches 0.6 x 0.6 cm), 
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St. Marie.
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at the entrance to one of the “Euro-Gem” tents, phot. Marek 
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made of faceted rubies (at the front), emeralds and sapphires, phot. 

-

be purchased directly from Moroccan merchants wearing traditional 

-



80

-

Relacja z wystawy
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35 000 m2 -
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na polskich wystawach.
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Aberrant ammonite – an example of perfectly prepared specimen 
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of sculptures combining motives of ammonites with metal, phot. 
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ralds from Colombia with six-pointed radial patterns (phot. Marek 
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Podsumowanie
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advertising poster at the entrance to underground geotourist trail in 

-
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Summary

“Euro-Mineral” and “Euro-Gem” 2010 

in Sainte Marie aux Mines,  

Alsace, France  

– perfectly prepared geotouristic 

product for everyone

-

urse Internationale de Mineraux-Fossiles-Pierres Precieuses

was held on June 24-27th, 2010 in Sainte Marie aux Mines, 

in Alsace, France.
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Sainte Marie aux Mines (Fig. 1) is a small town built on 

-

res perfect accessibility for still growing number of exhibitors 

and tourists.

In the past Sainte Marie aux Mines was a mining camp of 

the town is a world-famous site where each year collectors 

and merchants meet, and trade, and where tourists simply 

exhibition originate from all over the world, including both 

the historical and operating mines. In many cases the top-

quality samples never reach geological or mineralogical 

collections at the museums. Also exhibitors from Poland bring 

specimens which are rather exceptionally presented at dome-

stic showrooms.

In 2010 the showroom in Sainte Marie aux Mines was 

attended by 950 exhibitors and 30,000 visitors from all over 

-

tion space of about 35,000 m2 and 600 tents (Fig. 4), a few 

halls and a conference hall. Most stands were located in tents 

except for the most precious specimens (some worthy even 

half million euro), which were presented in the building of 

period theatre (Fig. 5–10).

parts: “Euro-Mineral” intended rather for collectors and 

and traded (Fig. 11–13).

mineral (Fig. 16–18), fossils (Fig. 19–20) and meteorites were 

-

or table tops made of mosaics of various stones (Fig. 27). 

(Fig. 28–29), some of them showing a variety of geological 

books and popular science periodicals edited and Europe and 

Many stands offer amateur- or semi-professional-class 

and display accessories, all at reasonable prices.

-

ber of educational events: movies, thematic exhibitions: 

prehistoric humans, mammoth huntings (Fig. 30), gold pan-

of binocular and microscopic observations of rocks and mi-

-

terested in the history of mining industry might have attended 

several exhibitions where old mining maps and equipment 

were displayed. Finally, there were thematic exhibitions of 

stamps with geological and/or palaeontological motives.

Apart from commercial aspect, the “ ” exhibition 

presentations given by world-famous specialists, e.g. Franci-
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of rubies and sapphires in alkaline basalts from Madagascar), 

photographs of minerals (Fig. 34). As usually, there were 

many thematic stands, which promoted selected geotourist 

attractions of Europe, e.g. famous geosites at Solnhofen, 

“Mineralogical treasures of Slovenia” – a mineral collection 

-

-

-

– an interesting proposal of how to present the history of evo-

lution in the form of a cartoon (not only for children!).

anyone intended to buy specimens, he had to reserve at least 

their samples (this was the day when the best specimens could 

-

collectors and wholesalers whereas Saturday and Sunday were 

inferior to those offered in previous days.

St. Marie aux Mines and to the vicinity of the town (Fig. 
th, 2011. 

Since many years attempts have been made in Poland to 

an important, past mining camp where placer gold deposits 

were worked. It is also a famous site of agate specimens (e.g. 


