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Abstract: The following paper summarizes the history of Gel-

in Eastern Slovakia, which have been mined since the Medieval 

ages by of Slovak and German miners. In Gelnica, where mining 

operations date back to the XIIth century, massive quartz-siderite-

chalcopyrite veins with Fe-dolomite, pyrite and tetrahedrite (with 

silver) cut Lower Devonian phyllites and porphyroids. In Smolník, 

century followed by gold, then silver and iron ore exploitation, 10-11 

pyrite-chalcopyrite ore horizons are hosted in Silurian phyllites. In 

have been known since the XIIIth century and have lasted until 1992. 

although quartz-siderite-sulphide paragenesis with Ag-bearing 

tetrahedrite was also observed. In all three mining districts there are 

numerous objects of mining heritage and other valuable historical 
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a ceremonial session was held of mining industry and mining 
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The second-day tour was planned as a full-day trip for all 
the participants aimed to emphasize the importance of docu-

-

-
-

Gelnica

Poprad

Kežmarok

Stará Ľubovna

Rožnava

Bardejov

Prešov

Košice

Trebišov

Michalovce

Humenne

-



24

-

Geological setting

2

-
et al

massif is built mostly of porphyroids (metapaleorhyolites) 
whereas its northern slopes include the phyllitic member and 

siderite whereas quartz-siderite-sulphide paragenesis is less 

Š

Gelnicá

vein zones: slovinská, gelnická and  (Golden Vein) 
ová

Gelnická ná gelnická á gelnická

-

-
line siderite is less common (in the Gelnická vein the quartz/
siderite ratio is 3:1) and the accompanying minerals are: an-

is disseminated or massive chalcopyrite with some pyrite and 

-

The main ore mineral was siderite accompanied by gangues: 
-
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Smolnik

-
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The history 

of the Upper Ugrian mining towns

Both the business and the common economic interests led 
-

Pentapolitana or Pentapolis

-
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The association played an important role predominantly 
in the transit trade due to the control of the important cross-

Well-organised intelligence service of the Pentapolis and its 

There were very tight connections and good cooperation 
between the Pentapolis

-
Civitates Montanae Partium 

Superiorum

obliged to take seats and to vote in the following order: Gel-

-
tance of towns were determined not only by the history and 

-

-

Mining history 

of the Gelnica - Smolník area

-
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via

Gelnica

-
-

-

the patent in which the arriving foreigners were guaranteed 

Iura regalia

documents provide pieces of information about the highest 

Smolník

-

From the document issued by the King Karol Robert in 

of copper recovery by precipitating metal from mine draina-
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Water needed as a driving force for machinery at the 

driving drainage pumps and later for driving the power plant 

as the result of educational activity of this leading mining 

and worked under the supervision of a chief inspector from 
-

urbura) 
-

-
sits of various ores ensured the hundreds-of-years-long mining 

-

-

has been passed since the arrival of German miners in this 

Conclusions

Streszczenie

Wycieczka geoturystyczna do 

wybranych miejsc historycznej 

Pavol Rybár, Tibor Sasvári, Ladislav Hvizdák, 
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-

w kierunku -

-
za kwarc-syderyt-siarczki jest rzadka i spotykana tylko w 

Š -
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Gelnická ná gelnická á gelnická -
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Pentapolitana lub Pentapolis
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Pentapolis

Civitates Montanae Partium Superiorum

-

-

w obszarze Gelnica-Smolník
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