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1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper, we study the following fourth-order nonlinear hyperbolic equation
uge + A%u+ au + puy = |ulP "y, (z,y,t) € Q x (0,00) (1.1)
with initial conditions
’U/(.’I},y, 0) = UO(xay)a ut(xaya 0) = Ul(l‘, y)7 (xvy) €Q (12)
and free boundary conditions (see [18, Section 2.5])
U(O, Y, t) = Uz (Oa Y, t) = u<7rv Y, t) = Uz (7‘(, Y, t) = 07
(yvt) € (_lvl) X (0700)7
Uyy(z, £, 1) + ouze (2, £1,t) =0, (,t) € (0,7) x (0, 00),
Uyyy (T, £, t) + (2 — ) ugay(x, £1,t) = 0, (z,t) € (0,7) x (0, 00),

(1.3)

where Q = (0,7) x (=,1) CR%, 4> 0,2 <p < o0, 0 € (0,%), and a = a(z,y) is
a sign-changing and bounded measurable function.
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Problem (1.1)—(1.3) can be used to describe the nonlinear dynamics of suspension
bridges (see [4,19]). The open rectangular plate = (0,7) x (—I,1) represents the
roadway of a suspension bridge, and the edges « = 0, m connect with the ground while
the edges y = +[ are free. The unknown function u represents the vertical displacement
of the plate Q.

A one-dimensional simply supported beam suspended by the hangers was suggested
as a model for suspension bridges in [7,11,12]. But if one models a suspension bridge
by a beam, there is no way to highlight the torsional oscillations. Moreover, a reliable
model for suspension bridges should be nonlinear and it should have enough degrees
of freedom to display torsional oscillations. There have been some studies on the
nonlinear behavior of suspension bridges (see e.g. [3,5,6,15]). Ferrero and Gazzola [4]
suggested

wyy + A%u + h(z,y,u) + puy = f, (1.4)

subject to (1.2) and (1.3), where h(z,y,u) is the restoring force due to the hangers
of suspension bridges, and f is the external force. They investigated the existence,
uniqueness and asymptotic behavior of weak solutions to the problem (1.4), (1.2),
(1.3). Their main results showed that if f € L?({2) is independent of ¢, then the unique
global solution to the problem (1.4), (1.2), (1.3) converges to the stationary solution
as time tends to infinity. Subsequently, Wang [19] studied the local existence, global
existence, uniqueness, polynomial decay and finite time blow-up of weak solutions to
the problem (1.1)—(1.3) with E(0) < d, so-called the initial energy is less than the
potential well depth. Recently, Xu et al. [22] considered the following fourth-order
hyperbolic equation with nonlinear damping

g + A%u + au + plug T 2wy = |ulP ", (1.5)

where 2 < ¢ < p < oo. They obtained the local existence, global existence, uniqueness,
polynomial decay and finite time blow-up of weak solutions to the problem (1.5),
(1.2), (1.3) with the subcritical initial energy E(0) < d and the critical initial energy
E(0) = d. Moreover, in the case E(0) > 0, they derived the finite time blow-up
of weak solutions to the problem (1.1)—(1.3). Mohammed et al. [13] considered the
existence, asymptotic boundary estimates and uniqueness of large solutions to fully
nonlinear equations in bounded domains. Baraket and Radulescu [2] studied two
classes of nonhomogeneous elliptic problems with Dirichlet boundary condition and
involving a fourth-order differential operator with variable exponent and power-type
nonlinearities and established the existence of a nontrivial weak solution in the case of
a small perturbation of the right-hand side.

In the present paper, we focus on the decay rates of weak solutions to the problem
(1.1)—(1.3). Our main results show that certain norms of solutions can decay exponen-
tially to zero as time tends to infinity, which complements the existing results on the
asymptotic behavior of solutions to the problem (1.1)—(1.3). Our main technical tools
are a family of potential wells (see [8,10,20,21]), which include the classical potential
well as a special case. One advantage of introducing a family of potential wells is that
they can provide more accurate estimates for the Nehari functional, which the classical
potential well can not do.
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This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we display some notations, defini-
tions and lemmas related to the problem (1.1)—(1.3). Moreover, we present our main
results on the problem (1.1)—(1.3). In Section 3, we establish the global existence and
uniqueness of solutions with the subcritical initial energy F(0) < d and the critical
initial energy E(0) = d. Although the global existence and uniqueness of solutions to
the problem (1.1)—(1.3) with E(0) < d has been proved in [19], our proof is different.
In Section 4, we prove the exponential decay of solutions with F(0) < d and E(0) = d.

2. PRELIMINARIES AND MAIN RESULTS

Throughout this paper, for the sake of simplicity, we denote
I-llp =1 lleey, 1= 1- M2, (w0):= /uvdﬂfdy
Q
by [16] and according to [4],
H2(Q) = {uec H*(Q)|u=0on {0,7} x (=1,1)}
is a Hilbert space with the inner product
(U, v)5 := (u, V) g2(0) = /(AUAU + (1 — 0) (QuUayVay — UpaUyy — UyyUsq))dady
Q

and the norm

2

Il := |Ju| H2(Q) = /|Au|2dxdy +2(1-0) /(uiy — um;uyy)dxdy ,
Q Q
which is equivalent to || - ||gr2(q) for o € (0,1). Here, in terms of [1, Theorem 4.15],

| - [l 772(2) can be defined by (|[V* - ||> + | - %) Moreover, according to [19], there
holds the following Sobolev embedding inequality.

Lemma 2.1 ([19]). Assume that 1 < q < co. Then, for any u € H2(Q), there holds
ullg < Sqllulls,

where
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Lemma 2.2 ([19]). Assume that —A1 < a1 < a < ag, where {A;}52, is the eigenvalue
sequence to the eigenvalue problem

A%y = Au, (z,y) € Q,
U(O,y) = umz(ovy) = u(ﬂyy) = u:z:z(ﬂ—vy) =0, ye (_la l)7
Uyy (2, £1) + OUgy (2, £1) = uyyy (T, £1) + (2 — 0)Ugey (2, £1) =0, = € (0,7),

and Ay < 1. Then, for any u € H2(Q), there holds

Allll? < llullf + (au, u) < A|lull2,

where
aj
1+ —, a1 <0,
A1 = Al !
1, ay Z 0,
and
1, as <0,
Ag = a9
1+ = > 0.
+ A1> az =

Definition 2.3 (Weak solutions). A function u € L*(0,T;HZ(Q)) with u; €
L>(0,T; L*(Q)) is called a weak solution to the problem (1.1)—(1.3) in Q x [0,T),
provided u(0) = ug in H2(Q), u¢(0) = uy in L?(Q2), and

v) 4+ /(u(T), v). d7 + /(au(r), v)dr + p(u(t),v)
) 0 0 (2.1)
= [ (o) 2utr), o) dr + wr,0) + o, v)

for all v € H2(Q2) and t € (0,T).

Now we are in a position to define the total energy associated with the problem
(1.1)—(1.3)

lmmmwm—fmon

B(0) = Sl + Sl + 5

the potential energy functional

) = L2 + 2 (au ) — L
2 p

5
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and the Nehari functional
I(u) = fJull? + (au, u) — [[ull.
Thus, the Nehari manifold can be defined by
N = {u e HAQ)\ {0}I(u) = 0}.
We introduce the potential well (see e.g. [9,14,17,19,22,23])
W = {u€ HZ(Q)|I(u) > 0,J(u) < d} U{0}

and its closure
W= {ue H(Q)|I(u) 2 0,J(u) < d},
where the depth of potential well

d= ulgjt;/J(u)

The main results of this paper are as follows.

Theorem 2.4 (Global existence). Let —A; < a1 < a < as, ug € H2Z(Q) and
Uy € LQ(Q)

(i) Assume that E(0) < d, and I(ug) > 0 or ||ug|l« = 0. Then the problem (1.1)—(1.3)
admits a unique global solution u(t) € W for allt € [0,00). Moreover,

B+ [ Jur (0] ar < E(O) 22)
0

(ii) Assume that E(0) = d and I(ug) > 0. Then the problem (1.1)—~(1.3) admits
a unique solution u(t) € W for all t € [0,00) that satisfies (2.2).

Theorem 2.5 (Exponential decay). Let —A; < a; < a < as, ug € H2(Q) and
u; € L2(Q)

(i) Assume that 0 < E(0) < d, and I(ug) > 0 or ||ugll« = 0. Then there exist
constants a, B > 0 such that

lue @17 + u(®)]Z < ae™ (2.3)

for allt € [0, 00).
(ii) Assume that E(0) = d and I(ug) > 0. Then there exists a constant t > 0 such
that (2.3) remains valid for the solution u(t) € W for all t € [t, 00).
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3. PROOF OF THEOREM 2.4

Proof of Theorem 2.4. (i) Let {w;}32, be the eigenfunctions of the eigenvalue problem
in Lemma 2.2. Then, according to [4, Theorem 3.4], {w;}32; is an orthogonal basis of

H2(€) and an orthonormal basis of L?(£2). We construct the approximate solutions to
the problem (1.1)—(1.3)

un(t) = Enltyws, n=1,2,...,
j=1

satisfying
(unte(t), ws) + (un(t), wy)s + (aun(t), w;) + plune(t), wy)
= (Jun(®)P2un(t),w;), j=1,2,...,n,

with

un(0) = &m(0)w; — ug in H2(9),
= (3.2)
Uny (0) = Zggn(())wj —uy in L2(9).

Multiplying (3.1) by &7,,(t) and summing for j, we obtain

d 2
&En(t) + u||unt(t)‘| - 0’ (33)
where
Bolt) = 5 luns(®l + G len O + 5 atn (.0 (0) = - [an (O (34

Therefore, by integrating (3.3) with respect to 7 from 0 to ¢, we obtain

E,(t) +u/ [ttnr ()2 dT = E,(0), Vi € [0, 00). (3.5)
0

‘We now claim that
unp(t) €W (3.6)

for all ¢ € [0,00) and sufficiently large n.
Indeed, if |jug|l« = 0, then ug € W. If I(ug) > 0, then, from E(0) < d, i.e.,

1
Sl P+ o) < d.

it follows that J(ug) < d. Hence, ug € W. Thus, u,(0) € W for sufficiently large n
due to (3.2). As a result, assertion (3.6) follows as desired. Arguing by contradiction,
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we suppose that there would exist a tg > 0 such that u,(tg) € OW, i.e., I(un(to)) =0
and [Jun (to)||« # 0, or J(un(to)) = d. In terms of (3.4), (3.5) and (3.2), we get

%Hunt(tm? + J(un(t)) < d, (3.7)

for all ¢ € [0, 00) and sufficiently large n. This tells us that J(uy(t9)) = d is impossible.
On the other hand, if I(un(to)) = 0 and ||u,(to)|« # 0, then we get J(un(to)) > d by
the definition of d, which contradicts (3.7).

From (3.4)—(3.6), (3.2), Lemma 2.2 and

T (11 (1)) =%2 (lun(®) 2 + (@t (£), un (1)) + $I<un<t>>,

we deduce that
1 2 /
p—
SO + 22 Aaln O + 1 [ o (D] dr < d
0
for all ¢ € [0, 00) and sufficiently large n. Moreover,
_ 2pd 2
ntp2ntr<pntp P ,
lun (OF (O < Splune)12 < 83 (2515

where r = %. Therefore, there exist v and a subsequence of {u,}, still denoted
by {u,} and we shall not repeat, such that as n — oo,

U, — u weakly star in L>(0, oo; H2()), (3.8)
U, — u a.e. in  x [0,00) and strongly in LP(Q) for each t > 0, (3.9)
Ups — uy weakly star in L°°(0, 00; L*(2)) and weakly in L?(0,00; L?(Q2)),  (3.10)
|t [P %, — |ulP%u weakly star in L°°(0, 00; L"(£2)).
Integrating (3.1) with respect to t, we get
t t
(unt(0105) + [ () w)edr + [ (), 3) dr + (0, )

0 0
t

= /(Iun(T)lp’zun(T),wj) A7 + (unt(0), w;) + p(un(0), w;).
0
For fixed j, taking n — oo, we get

t t

(ur(t), ;) + / (u(r), w;), dr + / (au(r), w;) dr + pu(t), wy)

0 0

- /(|u(7)|p72u(7)»wg‘)dT+ (w1, wy) + p(ug, wy).
0
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By virtue of (3.2), we have u(0) = ug in H2(Q2) and u¢(0) = uy in L?(Q). Therefore,
u is a global solution to the problem (1.1)—(1.3) in the sense of Definition 2.3.
In addition, from (3.8)—(3.10), (3.5) and (3.2), we deduce that

Sl + SOl + 5@t ue) + o [ ur(r)|*dr
0

t
.. 1 1 1
< timint {2l (8 + 5 lun (O + 5 (aun(t), un(6)) + 4 / e ()2 dr
0

. . 1 P
_ B(0)+ }gnu(t)nz

for all ¢ € [0,00). Thus, there holds (2.2). By (2.2) and the similar arguments to the
proof of assertion (3.6), we have u(t) € W for all ¢ € [0, 00).

Next we prove the uniqueness of solutions. Suppose that v and @ are two solutions
to the problem (1.1)—(1.3). Set

at) = _t/f‘(T) o tss e
0, t> s,
and .
u(t) = /ﬂ(T) dr
Then ’
- [ am)des [@o, o).+ [@a.ae)aen [ @, a0)
0 0 0 0
= [alr-2at) - up-u).ae) dt
0
Taking into account @(t) = 4;(t) and @(0) = —u(s), we obtain
S + S (s) [ + 5 ai(s), () + s [ o) e
0

S

= /(IU(t)Ip’QU(t) — la(t)["~*a(t), a(t)) dt.

0
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Hence, by mean value inequality, Holder’s inequality, Minkowski’s inequality,
Lemmas 2.1 and 2.2, there exist constants Cy,Cs > 0 such that

A1
2

Hlas)? +

> la(s)|2

e / / (u(®)P2 + a(t) P~2) a(t)|[a(t)| dedydt
0 Q

<G /(IIU(t)II’g’;fz + a5, 2 ) e 1at)llzp—2 dt
0

<Ca [ Ja®lla]. d.
0

Since 4(t) = u(t) — u(s), it follows from Cauchy’s inequality with € = % that

1 2 Ar, o 2
S @)™ + = llas)|x

< Cz/llﬂ(t)\l(\\ﬁ(t)ll* + lla(s)ll«) dt

0
s

< LI+ ¢ [(a] + )R d
0

for some C3 > 0. Thus there exists a C4 > 0 such that

S

()1 + lla(s)|Z < Ca /(||a(t)\|2 +la(®)]12) dt,

0

which, together with Gronwall’s inequality, gives @ = 0, i.e., u = u.
(ii) We divide the proof of (ii) into two cases.

Case 1. |luolls # 0. Let Ay = 1 — 2 w0 = Mpug, m = 2,3,... We consider the

m’

problem (1.1), (1.3) with the following initial conditions
u(@,y,0) = umo(2,y), w(r,y,0) =ui(z,y). (3.11)
From I(ug) >0,
1.5, 12 1.9 1
T0w) = PRl + 32%(a ) — S0l

and d
I(Au) = )\aJ()\u),
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it is simpleness to verify that there exists a unique A\g = Ap(ug) > 1 such that
J(Au) is strictly increasing for A € [0, Ao] and takes the maximum at A = A\g. Hence
J(tUmo) < J(ug) and I(umg) > 0. Moreover,

-2 1
J (tmo) :% ([ttmolI? + (@m0, o)) + ;I(umo) > 0.

We further obtain )
En(0) = 5 lwall* + J (umo) > 0

and 1
E,.(0) < §||u1||2 + J(ug) = E(0) = d.

Hence, we conclude from (i) that, for each m, problem (1.1), (1.3), (3.11) admits
a unique global solution w,,(t) € W satisfying

t

(Ut (E +/t AT+ /(aum(T), v) d7 + p(um(t), v)
0

0

/\um VP2t (1), 0) dr + (w1, 0) + pe(timo, )
0

and

() + s / e (7)[2 dr < By (0).

Consequently,
1 2, P—2 2 2
2 lume ()17 + ETS Arllum ()12 + 1 [ Nt (7) |7 d7 < d.

By the similar arguments to the proof of (i), problem (1.1)—(1.3) admits a unique
global solution u(t) € W satisfying (2.2).

Case 2. ||up||« = 0. It is obvious that J(up) = 0 in this case. Thus

1
B(0) = Sl P,

1
Let A\, =1 — — and um1 = Au1, m = 2,3,..., and consider the problem (1.1), (1.3)

m
with the following initial conditions

w(z,y,0) = up(z,y), ut(z,y,0) = umi(z,y). (3.12)
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Note that 1
0< F,,(0) = §||um1||2 < E(0).

We conclude from (i) that, for each m, problem (1.1), (1.3), (3.12) admits a unique
global solution wu,,(t) € W. The remainder of the proof is the same as that in Case 1.
This completes the proof of Theorem 2.4. O

4. PROOF OF THEOREM 2.5

We introduce a family of potential wells

Ws = {u e H2(Q) | Is(u) > 0,J(u) < d(6)} U{0}, 6¢ (o, g) ,

where the depth of family of potential wells

d(d) = ulen/\f/5 J(u),

the -Nehari manifold
Ns = {u € HZ(Q)\ {0}] I5(u) = 0}
and the d-Nehari functional
Is(w) = 8llullZ + d(au, w) — [|ull}.

Proposition 4.1.

where § € (0,5).

Proof. Let u € Ns, then
Slull? + 8(au, u) = |ull?,

which, together with Lemmas 2.1 and 2.2, gives

S A JullZ < Spllullz,

ie., ’
Hu”* > 5ﬁAijp_ﬁ
Note that
—26 1
1) 222 Al + 2150,
Hence, Proposition 4.1 follows from the definition of d(¢). O

Clearly, when 6 = 1, we have d(4) = d and Ws = W.
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Lemma 4.2. Under the conditions of (i) in Theorem 2.4, u,(t) € W;s for all
0 € (01,02), where (81,02) is the maximal interval such that d(§) > E(0). Moreover,

I(un(t)) = (1= 61) A [lun (B)]13,
for allt € ]0,00) and sufficiently large n.
Proof. From (3.5) we have

%llum(t)u2 + J(un(t)) < E,(0) < d(5), Vte[0,00), § € (61,02)

for sufficiently large n. Thus, by the similar arguments to the proof of [10, Theorem 3.1],
we infer that u,(t) € Ws for all § € (61, 92). Hence I5(u,(t)) > 0 for all § € (41, d2),
and so Is, (u,(t)) > 0. Consequently,

I(un(t)) =(1 = 00) (lun (I3 + (aun (t), un(t))) + Ls, (un(t))
>(1 = 61) Ar[Jun(8)]13- O
Proof of Theorem 2.5. (i) For the approximate solutions u,, given in the proof of (i)
in Theorem 2.4, there holds (3.3). Multiplying (3.3) by €%, we get
d
(& En(0) + 1€ [uns ()| = ve " En (1), (41)

where 7 is a positive constant to be determined later. Integrating (4.1) with respect
to t, we obtain

t t
MEL () + 1 / [t (7)[[2 d = B (0) + / 7B, (1) dr. (4.2)
0 0

For the second term on the right side of (4.2), we deduce from (3.4) and
Lemmas 2.2, 4.2 that

—_
~

[\)

/ OB, (1) dr <= / T (ltnr ()2 + Asllun (7)][2) dr
0

[}

t

e (nunT(T)n? n <1—A<521>fh““"“”) ar.
0

<

| —

Due to the fact that

L (8, () = (e (8), 00 (8)) + s (D)2

dt
= llunt (O = Nun (@12 + [lun ()1}
= (aun (), un(t)) = p(une(t), un(t))

= June (DI ~ Tt (1)) — & &m0
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we further obtain
t t
(1 — (51)141 + Aq /
YT < YT
/e E,(r)dr < —2(1 — oA eV |up, (7)||* dr
0 0
) o (4.3)
_ 2 YT H 2
s | ()0 + Sl (D) ar
0
Note that
/ d
_ YT H 2
[ 2 (Cane () n(r)) + S (D)) ar
0
n
(une(0), 4 (0)) + & [un 0)
_ e H 2
" (e (8),un () + S lun (0]
t
7 [ ((ane () n(7) + S un()?)
0
Thus it is easy to see from Cauchy’s inequality that
/ d
— T H 2
[ 2 (G wnl) 4 S (0] e
0
1
< SO + -+ 1) n (O)])
- , , (4.4)
5 (a1 + G+ Dllun (0)]%)

3 [ Uuar I + e+ Dlfun(|) dr.
0

Moreover, from assertion (3.6), we get
1
En(t) = §||unt(7f)||2 + J (un(t))

= Sl + T (0) + 252 (O + atn (0,0 (®) (45

1 p—2
> 5 eI + 2= Al (912
Then according to Lemma 2.1, there exists a constant C; > 0 such that

%(Ilunt(t)ll2 + (n+ Dlun(®)l?) < CLEW ().
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Therefore, we conclude from (4.2)—(4.4) and (4.6) that there exist constants Co, C3 > 0
such that

t
e E,(t) —&-u/e’”||um(7)||2d7'

0

Y((1 = 01) A1 + Ag) /

YT 2
s [l () ar
0

t
+ C3ye ' B, (t) + Csv? / e E,(7)dr.
0

S CQEn(O) +

Choosing

2u(1 — 61) A } |

r< mm{zcg’ 1 —00)A, + Ay

we have

t
B (1) < 205 By (0) + 20572 / ¢ () dr.
0

Then it is easy to verify that
e E,(t) < 2C5E,(0)e2057°,

which gives
E,(t) < 2Cayde™"" (4.7)

for sufficiently large n, where 8 = v — 2C372. From (4.5) we have
[unt (1 + lun ()17 < CaBn(t)
for some C4 > 0. This, combined with (3.8), (3.10) and (4.7), yields
e (N7 + ()7 < Tim inf (Jun ()] + [lun (8)])
<205Cyde™ "

for all t € [0, 00).
(ii) For the solution u(t) € W to the problem (1.1)—(1.3), we have I(u(t)) > 0
for all ¢ € [0, 00). From (2.1) we get

d

7 (ue(®),ul®)) = lue (017 = T(u(t)) — plue(t), u(t)).

Hence, ||uc(t)]| > 0, i.e.,

t
%/ lur (7)||* d7 > 0.
0



Exponential decay of solutions. . . 253

Consequently, there exists a constant £ > 0 such that

i
/ lur ()2 dr > 0,
0

which, together with (2.2) and E(0) = d, yields

E(t) <d—p / lur (P2 dr, ¥t € [F,00).
0

Set }
7
d:=d— u/ l|lwr (7)||? dr.
0

Then 0 < E(t) < d < d for all t € [f,00). Therefore, we infer from (i) that there holds
(2.3) for all t € [t,00). O
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