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wEfekt motyla”

“Butterfly effect”

Po siedemdziesigciu latach od rozgrywajacej si¢ od
stycznia do poczatkow maja 1945 r. tragicznej misji ob-
rony Wroctawia wiele watkéw majacych bezposredni
lub posredni wptyw na decyzj¢ o strategii obrony miasta
pozostaje nadal w sferze badan zrodtowych. Najcenniej-
sze z punktu widzenia wiarygodnosci przekazow sa zrodla
zawarte w dziesieciotomowym dziele Breslauer Apokalypse
1945 [1]. Kolejnym $wiadectwem tragedii miasta stata si¢
praca Echolot: Fuga furiosa [2]. Obie monografie upadku
Wroctawia zostaty zredagowane na podstawie niepubli-
kowanych zrédet archiwalnych Bundesarchiv-Militér-
archiv znajdujacych si¢ we Fryburgu Bryzgowijskim, Im-
perial War Museum w Londynie, alianckich materialow
dyplomatycznych i wywiadowczych. Waznymi dokumen-
tami do oceny sytuacji mieszkancow pozostatych w ob-
lezonym miescie staly si¢ relacje swiadkow, ktorzy na-
zywali gauleitera Karla Hankego Henker von Breslau
(,,siepaczem z Wroclawia™) [3, s. 200]. Swiadkami historii
sa nie tylko zmuszeni do opuszczenia miasta zwykli mie-
szkancy, ale takze urzednicy magistratu, urzedow pub-
licznych, funkcjonariusze partyjni podlegli Hankemu.
Charakterystycznym i niezwykle cze¢sto pojawiajacym si¢
motywem jest w tych relacjach uczucie przerazenia wy-
wotane metodami terroru stosowanymi przez gauleitera.
Terroru, ktory w warunkach powszechnego juz w upa-
dajacej III Rzeszy morale bojowego stawat si¢ niesku-
teczny. ,,Demoralizujace uwagi” wedtug tekstow zrodto-
wych byly powszechne nie tylko wsrod powotanych do
oddzialow Volksturmu, ale takze czgsto zdarzaly w wy-

* Akademia Sztuk Pigknych im. Eugeniusza Gepperta we Wroc-
tawiu/The Eugeniusz Geppert Academy of Art and Design in Wroctaw.

Seventy years after the tragic defense of Wroctaw,
lasting from January till the beginning of May 1945, there
are many aspects having a direct or indirect impact on
the decision concerning the city defense strategy which
still remain in the source research sphere. The sources
included in the ten-volume work entitled Breslauer
Apokalypse 1945 are the most valuable from the point of
view of credibility of materials [1]. Another testimony
of the tragedy of the city was the study Echolot: Fuga
furiosa [2]. Both monographs describing the collapse
of Wroclaw were prepared on the basis of unpublished
archival sources of Bundesarchiv-Militaerarchiv located
in Freiburg im Breisgau, the Imperial War Museum in
London, allied diplomatic and intelligence materials.
When assessing the situation of the inhabitants who re-
mained in the besieged town, some important documents
are accounts of eyewitness who called Gauleiter Karl
Hanke Henker von Breslau (“Hangman of Breslau”) [3,
p. 200]. The witnesses of history are not only ordinary
residents of the city who were forced to leave it, but
also officials of the municipality and public offices as
well as party functionaries subordinate to Karl Hanke.
In these reports a characteristic and unusually frequently
appearing motive is the feeling of dread caused by me-
thods of terror which were used by the Gauleiter. The
terror which became ineffective in the conditions of the
general decline of combat morale of the Third Reich.
“Demoralizing comments” according to the source texts
were commonplace not only among Volksturm troops
members, but happened also in statements of front
officers, military intelligence officers, clerks — they were
punished by death in front of a firing squad preceded by
a “dishonour” procedure. / decided to have no mercy in
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powiedziach oficerow frontowych, oficeréw wywiadu
wojskowego, urzednikow — karg za nie byla Smier¢ przed
plutonem egzekucyjnym poprzedzona procedurg ,han-
by”. Postanowilem porzucic¢ wszelkie opory przed trakto-
waniem z najwiekszq surowosciq tych, ktorzy paralizujq
albo szkodzq powszechnej woli walki, na skutek bez-
mysinych lub nieodpowiedzialnych dziatan 3, s. 272-273].
Najbardziej spektakularnym i jednoczes$nie z propagan-
dowego punktu widzenia — w sytuacji w jakiej znalezli
si¢ obroncy Festung Breslau — bezsensownym wyrokiem
byta publiczna egzekucja zastepcy burmistrza Wroctawia
Wolfganga Spielhagena!.

W relacjach wroctawskich ofiar Festung Breslau poja-
wia si¢ czesto watek ,,szalenstwa”, ,,megalomanii”, okru-
cienstwa i nienawisci wyczuwalnej w stosunku Hankego
do mieszkancéw miasta. Krotka charakterystyke osobo-
wosci gauleitera konstruuje Richard Hargreaves [3, s. 201,
503] na podstawie zrodet z Breslauer Apokalypse 1945:
[...1 w wigkszosci przypadkow nie okazywal on swoim
ofiarom zadnego wspolczucia ani litosci [...] w czasie
Jjego rzqdow stracono w miescie co najmniej 1000 0sob.
Byt w najlepszym razie niezrecznym mowcq, a zazwyczaj
w czasie swoich wystgpien publicznych wypadal po prostu
okropnie. Byl apodyktyczny i czesto naduzywatl swoich
stale rosngcych uprawnien. Mial zbyt wygorowane po-
czucie wilasnej wartosci, byl wyniosly, jego wystgpienia
byly brutalne, mial zacisnigte usta i mowil wymijajqgco,
byl ,, kalkq Hitlera” i czlowiekiem, ktory bawil si¢ w od-
grywanie roli dyktatora [3, s. 271-273].

Ciekawym watkiem w historii konca III Rzeszy jest
proba przeciwstawienia si¢ rozkazowi ,,Neron” wydanemu
przez Hitlera w marcu 1945 r. Ale proby tej nie podjat Karl
Hanke, lecz jego przyjaciel Albert Speer. Wprowadzenie
w zycie rozkazu ,,Neron” mialo spowodowac totalne
zniszczenie niemieckiej gospodarki, pozostawienie zwy-
cigzcom dziedzictwa w postaci ,,spalonej ziemi”. Rozkaz
ten dotyczyt nie tylko substancji zwigzanej z przemystem,
ale takze z dziedzictwem kulturowym. Ostatnie miesigce
wojny to walka Speera — ministra przemystu Rzeszy od-
powiadajacego za realizacje rozkazu — z gauleiterami,
ktorzy mieli zamiar Slepo wykonywa¢ rozkazy Hitlera.
Konfrontacja postaw racjonalnej oceny sytuacji i §lepego
postuszenstwa wobec tracacego kontakt z rzeczywistoscia
przetomu lat 1944/1945 wodza III Rzeszy to kolejny
watek godny eksploracji.

Celem mojego artykutu jest proba ukazania — w sposob
czysto hipotetyczny — psychologicznych przestanek, ktore
mogly by¢ zrodlem tragedii miasta. Ten, kto obawia si¢
honorowej Smierci, umiera w hanbie — cytat z wystapienia
Hankego po egzekucji burmistrza Spielhagena stal si¢
mottem dla poczatku konca gauleitera — haniebnej uciecz-
ki z Festung Breslau [3, s. 41].

Karl Hanke znalazt si¢ w krggu moich zainteresowan
badawczych w 2003 r., w zwigzku z otwarciem przewodu
doktorskiego, ktorego promotorem zgodzit si¢ zostaé

I Powodem byta ,,defetystyczna” postawa, proba uratowania ro-
dziny oraz planowana przez Spielhagena zmiana miejsca pracy —
ucieczka do Berlina.

treating with the greatest severity those who paralyse or
harm the common will to fight as a result of thoughtless
or irresponsible behaviours [3, pp. 272-273]. The most
spectacular and from the propaganda point of view — in the
situation of the defenders of Festung Breslau — senseless
sentence was a public execution of the Wroctaw deputy
mayor Wolfgang Spielhagen!.

Frequent motifs that appear in the accounts of Wroctaw
victims of Festung Breslau are those of “madness”, “me-
galomania”, cruelty and hatred that could be sensed in
Hanke’s attitude towards the city inhabitants. A brief cha-
racteristics of the Gauleiter’s personality was presented
by Richard Hargreaves [3, pp. 201, 503] on the basis
of the sources from Breslauer Apokalypse 1945: [...] in
most cases he did not show any compassion or mercy
to his victims [...] at least 1000 people were executed in
the town during his rule. He was, at best, an awkward
public speaker, usually he fared just awfully during his
public speeches. He was apodictic and tended to abuse
his ever-increasing powers. He held himself in high self-
esteem, was haughty, his speeches were brutal, with his
lips clenched he spoke evasively and was “Hitler s copy”
who played a dictator’s role [3, pp. 271-273].

One interesting aspect in the history of the end of the
Third Reich is an attempt to oppose the “Nero” order
that was issued by Hitler in March 1945. This attempt,
however, was not made by Karl Hanke but by his friend
Albert Speer. The implementation of the “Nero” order
was supposed to cause the total destruction of the Ger-
man economy by leaving “scorched earth” as heritage to
victors. This order referred not only to the industrial faci-
lities but also to cultural heritage. The last months of the
war were characterized by a fight conducted by Speer —
the Reich minister of industry responsible for the order’s
implementation — with gauleiters who intended to obey
Hitler’s orders blindly. The confrontation of these two
attitudes, i.e. a rational assessment of the situation and the
blind obedience to the Third Reich leader who was losing
touch with the 1944/1945 reality constitutes another as-
pect worth being explored.

The purpose of my article is an attempt to show — in
a purely hypothetical way — psychological reasons that
could be the source of the tragedy of the city. He who fears
death with honour, dies in dishonour — this quotation from
Hanke’s speech after the execution of mayor Spielhagen be-
came a motto for the beginning of the end of the Gauleiter
— a dishonourable escape from Festung Breslau [3, p. 41].

Karl Hanke appeared in the circle of my research
interests in 2003 in connection with the opening of the PhD
program whose supervisor was Professor Janusz Dobesz.
The first piece of advice that the Professor gave me was
the following: Writing must give you a pleasure or at least
some fun. The issue of “fun” — especially in the context of
the theme of the future dissertation — seemed slightly con-
troversial to me. However, after several seminar meetings

! The reason was a “defeatist” attitude, an attempt to save the
family and Spielhagen’s intention to change the workplace as he planned
to do through his escape to Berlin.
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prof. Janusz Dobesz-. Pierwsza zasada, ktora przekazat mi
Profesor, brzmiata nastgpujaco: Pisanie musi ci sprawiac
przyjemnos¢ albo przynajmniej bawié. Kwestia ,,zabawy”
— szczegblnie w kontek$cie tematu przyszlej dysertacji
— byta dla mnie nieco kontrowersyjna. Jednak po kilku
seminaryjnych spotkaniach nabrala nowego znaczenia
— tajemnicy, ktora moge odkry¢, watku, ktory moge roz-
winaé, sytuacji, ktérg moge wykreowaé, a nastepnie pod-
da¢ weryfikacji podczas kwerendy Zrédtowej. Taka kon-
cepcja pracy byta bliska cenionej przeze mnie anglosaskiej
metodologii badania $rodowiska kulturowego. Pozwalata
ukaza¢ obiekt w jak najszerszym kontekscie, rozwingé
kontrowersyjne hipotezy i broni¢ ich z wykorzystaniem
dostepnych zrodet, dawata autorowi szans¢ na duza sa-
modzielnos¢.

Moja pierwsza publikacja i jednoczes$nie pierwszg
proba zmierzenia si¢ z biografia Karla Hankego byt ar-
tykut Wroctawska rezydencja gauleitera Karla Hanke [4]
opisujacy histori¢ budowy wroctawskiej stuzbowej rezy-
dencji gauleitera Dolnego Slaska, przy ulicy Akacjowej
17/19 (Akazien Alle)®. Podczas kwerend zrodlowych,
a takze podczas prywatnych rozméw z wroctawianami
przekonatam sig, jak nikta byla znajomos¢ faktow z zy-
ciorysu czlowieka, ktéry dowodzac obrong Festung Bres-
lau, doprowadzit do zagtady miasta. W powszechnej $wia-
domosci gauleiter Karl Hanke funkcjonuje tylko jako kat
miasta. Praktycznie nie spotkatam si¢ z przejawami chgci
blizszego poznania biografii tego cztowieka, poznania
okolicznosci 1 przestanek, ktorymi kierowal si¢ podczas
obrony miasta, stosujgc strategie ,,spalonej ziemi3. Wroc-
faw, ktory w sierpniu 1944 r. zostat ogloszony twierdza,
byt od 16 lutego 1945 1. bezlitosnie niszczony roéwnoczes-
nie przez niemiecka zaloge 1 przez artyleryjski ostrzat
okrazajacych miasto wojsk 1. Frontu Ukrainskiego pod
dowodztwem marszatka Iwana Koniewa. Walki w ruinach
twierdzy trwaly az do 6 maja — Berlin upadt wcze$nie;j.
Ucieczka z miasta jeszcze przed kapitulacja — okryty ta-
jemnica odlot z lotniska powstatego po wyburzeniu kwar-
tatow zabudowy obecnego placu Grunwaldzkiego — kon-
czyt wroctawski watek biografii Karla Hankego.

W poszukiwaniu historii

Artykut jest proba subiektywnej interpretacji jednego
z autentycznych watkéw z prywatnego zycia Karla Han-
kego i powigzania go z decyzja o zniszczeniu historycz-
nego — ponad siedemsetletniego miasta, ktéorego miat zo-
sta¢ obronca.

Staratam si¢ odpowiedzie¢ na pytanie, jakie przyczy-
ny zadecydowaly o tym, ze urzednik partyjny bez do-
swiadczenia wojskowego, wieloletni osobisty sekretarz

2 Willa zostata w 2008 r. wpisana do gminnej ewidencji obiektow
zabytkowych, obecnie jest remontowana i adaptowana na obiekt
hotelowy.

3 Pierwszym opublikowanym w Polsce dokumentem obrony
Festung Breslau byt pamigtnik ksi¢dza Paula Peikerta [5], w ktorym pod
datami dziennymi odnajdujemy kolejne etapy zagtady miasta. Do lat 90.
XX w. byt to jedyny dostepny tekst, tym bardziej cenny, ze pisany przez
Niemca.

it acquired a new meaning — a mystery that [ can discover,
a topic I can develop, a situation I can create and then ve-
rify during the source query. This research concept was
close to the Anglo-Saxon methodology of cultural en-
vironment research, which I appreciated a lot. It enabled
me to show an object in the broadest possible context,
to develop controversial hypotheses and to defend them
using the existing data sources and it also gave a chance
to be independent as an author.

My first publication and at the same time the first
attempt to deal with Karl Hanke’s biography was the article
Wroclaw residence of Gauleiter Karl Hanke [4] describing
the history of building the Wroctaw official residence of
Lower Silesia Gauleiter situated at 17/19 Akacjowa Street
(Akazien Alle)2. During the source queries, as well as
during individual conversations with Wroctaw inhabitants,
I learned that the knowledge of the biographical facts
about the man who, while commanding the defense of
Festung Breslau, led to the destruction of the city, was very
limited. In the general awareness of the society Gauleiter
Karl Hanke functions only as the hangman of the city. In
practice I have never encountered any manifestations of
willingness to know the biography of this man or to learn
about the circumstances and reasons which led to the
defense of the city during which he used the strategy of
scorched earth’3. Wroctaw, which was declared a fortress
in 1944, since 16" February 1945 was at the same time
ruthlessly destroyed by the German army and by the
artillery shelling of the First Ukrainian Front Army under
the command of marshal Ivan Koniev, which besieged the
city. Battles in the ruins of the fortress lasted until May 6t
— Berlin surrendered earlier than that. The escape from the
city before the capitulation — a mystified departure from
a makeshift airport which was built after demolishing the
development quarters of the present Grunwaldzki Square
— ended the Wroctaw aspect of Karl Hanke’s biography.

In search of a story

The article is an attempt at a subjective interpretation
of one of the authentic aspects of Karl Hanke’s private life
and then linking it with the decision to destroy the over
seven-hundred-year old historical city, of which he was
to be a defender.

I tried to answer the question of reasons lying behind
the fact that a party official with no military experience,
a longtime personal secretary of Joseph Goebbels, Mini-
ster of State in the Ministry of Propaganda of the Third
Reich was in August 1939 immediately delegated to the
line troops on the Polish border and then after returning
from the front at the turn of 1941 took up the post of

2 In 2008 the villa was entered into the municipal register of
historical buildings and it is currently being renovated and adapted for a
hotel.

3 The first document of the defence of Festung Breslau which was
published in Poland was the diary of Father Paul Peikert [5], where we
can find the subsequent destruction stages of the city under particular
dates. Until 1990° it was the only available text and all the more valuable
due to the fact that it was written by a German.
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Josepha Goebbelsa, minister stanu w Ministerstwie Pro-
pagandy III Rzeszy zostal w sierpniu 1939 r. btyskawicz-
nie oddelegowany do wojsk liniowych na granicy z Polska,
aby po powrocie z frontu na przetlomie 1940/1941 r. objaé
stanowisko gauleitera we Wroctawiu. Kolejne pytanie
dotyczyto aktu niesubordynacji w stosunku do rozkazow
Ministra Przemystu i Uzbrojenia Rzeszy Alberta Speera,
w sytuacji gdy funkcjonowanie w ramach totalitarnego
systemu III Rzeszy bylo zdeterminowane bezwzglgdnym
postuszenstwem. Postgpowanie wbrew zarzadzeniom,
lekcewazenie instrukcji czy jakakolwiek indywidualna
decyzja graniczyla z samobdjstwem* [6]. Rozkaz z kon-
ca 1942 r. byt skierowany do gauleiterow i nakazywat
ochrong obiektow zabytkowych uszkodzonych podczas
nalotow aliantow.

Barbara W. Tuchman w pracy Szalenstwo wladzy. Od
Troi do Wietnamu przedstawita teze, ze charakter deter-
minuje przeznaczenie [7, s. 14]. Postacie historyczne,
ktore staly si¢ podmiotami jej badan, to ludzie naznaczeni
destrukcyjnymi cechami charakteru. Przed czytelnikiem
przesuwa si¢ barwna galeria socjopatow, ktorzy dzieki
swoim umiejetnosciom manipulacji ludzmi, okrucienstwu,
chciwosci, egoizmowi 1 kompleksom tworzyli polityczna
mape $wiata. Dramatis personae tej historii to zaczadzone
wladza jednostki, ktore deprawuja otoczenie poprzez
osobisty przyktad bezkarnosci, jaka daje wladza. Nad ta
osobliwg ,,galerig” unosi si¢ paradygmat bezwzglednosci
jako nieodlacznej cechy wladzy?. Tuchman, konczac jeden
z rozdziatdw swojej ksigzki — nie podajac jednak zrodta
cytatu — pisze tak: Powiedziano kiedys, ze gdyby mozna
bylo zamieni¢ w rolach Hamleta i Otella, nie dosztoby do
zadnej tragedii. Hamlet natychmiast przejrzatby Jagona,
a Otello ani chwili nie wahatby si¢ zabi¢ krola Klaudiusza
[...] domysly majq swoj czar, lecz to rzeczywiste dzialania
tworzq historig [7, s. 288].

Materiatami zrédtowymi, na podstawie ktorych przy-
gotowalam kalendarium wydarzen determinujacych eta-
py zycia bohaterow tej historii, s3 opracowania pa-
mietnikow oraz pamigtniki politykéw III Rzeszy i osob
powigzanych z nimi towarzysko. Cytowane w nich ma-

4 Jest mozliwa jeszcze jedna hipoteza, bioraca pod uwage tzw.
spisek gauleiterow z lat 1941-1942. Polegal on na samowolnej
interpretacji przez prawie wszystkich gauleiterow zarzadzen Speera
dotyczacych postgpowania z substancja zabytkowa w bombardowanych
przez aliantow niemieckich miastach. Zarzadzenie zezwalalo na
wyburzenia zniszczonych obiektow zabytkowych tylko wtedy, gdy ich
rekonstrukcja i odbudowa znajdowala si¢ w planach programu mo-
dernizacji miast III Rzeszy. Poniewaz fundusze przeznaczone na te cele
byly przekazywane do budzetu gauleiterow, w ich interesie bylo za-
wyzanie kosztow przedsigwzigcia [6, s. 380-381, przyp. 7, s. 391].

5 Podczas lektury ksigzki — wydanej w Polsce dopiero w 1992 r.
— poczatkowo zaskakujacy wydawat mi si¢ fakt pominigcia przez Tuch-
man tak klasycznych przypadkow ,,szalefistwa lub bezmyslnej przekory
wiadzy”, jak casus Adolfa Hitlera w latach 1933—-1945. Autorka z eru-
dycyjna brawura opisala okruciefnstwa popelniane przez antycznych
bohaterow Wschodu i Zachodu, zanalizowata czarne tajemnice pa-
piestwa, przywotlala anglosaskich generalow wojny secesyjnej oraz
koszmary lokalnych wojen po 1945 r. Wydaje sig, ze szalenstwa wiadzy
nazistowskiej lat 1939-1945 ogladane z perspektywy lat 80. XX w.
mialy juz niski potencjal badawczy — wykorzystany w niezliczonych
tomach prac naukowych, ktore ukazaty si¢ od lat 60. XX w.

Gauleiter in Wroctaw. Another question referred to the
act of insubordination in relation to the orders of the
Minister of Industry and Reich Armaments Albert Speer
in the situation when the functioning under the totalitarian
system of the Third Reich was determined by absolute
obedience. Acting against directives, disregarding instruc-
tions or any other individual decision was on the brink of
suicide® [6]. The order from the end of 1942 was addressed
to Gauleiters, imposing protection of historical buildings
which were damaged during air raids by the allies.

Barbara W. Tuchman in her work Madness of power.
From Troy to Vietnam presented the thesis that destiny is
determined by character [7, p. 14]. Historical figures that
constituted the subject of her research were people mar-
ked with destructive features of character. The reader can
observe a colourful gallery of sociopaths who thanks to
their skills of manipulating human beings, cruelty, greed,
selfishness and complexes formed a political map of the
world. Dramatis personae of this story are represented
by individuals poisoned by power who corrupt the envi-
ronment through their personal example of impunity that
power gives. A paradigm of cruelty as an integral feature
of power hovers over this peculiar “gallery”>. Tuchman,
when ending one of the chapters of her book — without
indicating the source of the quote — writes: /t was once
said that had it been possible to replace the roles of Ham-
let and Othello, there would not have been any tragedy.
Hamlet would immediately see lago through and Othello
would not hesitate a moment to kill King Claudius |...]
speculations do have their charm, but it is real actions
that make history [7, p. 288].

The source materials, on the basis of which I prepared
a calendar of events that determined the life stages of the
heroes of this story, consisted of diaries and memoirs
of politicians of the Third Reich and persons socially
connected with them. The archival materials, which are
cited there, are currently in the German state archives in
Koblenz and Berlin®. Selected monographic publications

4 There is another possible hypothesis, which takes into con-
sideration the so-called gauleiters’ plot from the years 1941-1942. It
consisted of an arbitrary interpretation of Speer’s regulations by almost
all gauleiters, which regulation dealt with the treatment of the historical
substance in German cities bombed by the Allies. The regulation per-
mitted demolition of destroyed historical buildings only when their re-
construction and restoration was included in the modernization program
plans of the Third Reich cities. Since the funds allocated for these
purposes were transferred to the budget of gauleiters, it was in their
interest to inflate the costs of the enterprise [6, pp. 380381, ft. 7, p. 391].

5 While reading the book — which was not published in Poland
before 1992 — what surprised me at first was the fact that Tuchman
omitted such classical cases of “madness or mindless contrariness of
power” as casus of Adolf Hitler in the years 1933—-1945. With erudite
bravado, the author described cruelties committed by ancient heroes of
the East and the West, then she analyzed dark secrets of the papacy,
mentioned Anglo-Saxon generals of the American Civil War and
nightmares of local wars after 1945. It seems that the madness of the Nazi
government in the years 1939-1945 viewed from the perspective of the
19808 already had a low research potential as it had been exhausted in
countless volumes of research papers that appeared since the 1960%.

6 This article is one of the drafts prepared with a view to a larger
form. I am sharing my thoughts on this subject later on. I realise that
a few of the topics which are only hypothetically outlined here can be



., Efekt motyla”/,, Butterfly effect” 93

teriaty archiwalne znajduja si¢ obecnie w panstwo-
wych niemieckich archiwach w Koblencji i Berlinie®.
Materiatem uzupelniajagcym realia $rodowiska staty sig¢
wybrane publikacje monograficzne pojawiajace si¢ la-
winowo na rynku wydawniczym od lat 90. XX w. Do
specjalnie zalozonego folderu ,,Hanke” trafiaty fragmenty
rozmow, opinie, cytaty z pamietnikdw o0sob bedacych
w latach 1933-1945 w najblizszym otoczeniu Kancelarii
Rzeszy. Posta¢ Karla Hankego — jednego z najwyzszych
urzednikow III Rzeszy, sekretarza stanu w ministerstwie
propagandy — przewija si¢ takze w monografii E.C. Krola,
opisujacej mechanizm dziatania niemieckiej administracji
[8]. Folder zapetniat si¢ notatkami z coraz czgéciej publi-
kowanych materiatdéw przedstawiajacych srodowisko kul-
turowe nazistowskich Niemiec, a pochodzacych z sukce-
sywnie otwieranych archiwow. Szczegoélnie interesujace
informacje znajdowaly si¢ w pamietnikach kobiet zwia-
zanych z politykami III Rzeszy [9]. Wszystkie prowa-
dzity do konkluzji, ze w 1938 r. Karl Hanke nawigzat tok-
syczny romans z Magda Quandt-Goebbels, Zong ministra
propagandy. Romans, ktory w dramatyczny sposéb musiat
zawazy¢ na jego dalszej karierze 1 moglt przyczyni¢ sie
do zachowan bliskich szalenstwu wiadzy — prowadzeniem
polityki sprzecznej z wilasnym interesem, lgczeniem bez-
sensu z okrucienstwem — opisywanemu przez Tuchman [7,
s. 50-52]. Od 1940 r. Wroctaw stat si¢ dla Hankego punktem
wygnania z Berlina i Kancelarii Rzeszy, w ktorej budowat
cala swoja partyjng i panstwowa karier¢ od 1933 r.

Narracja — w poszukiwaniu formy

Po dziesigciu latach powracam do tematu... Hipoteza
o emocjonalnym stosunku do miasta, ktore stato si¢ dla
bohatera przymusowym wygnaniem, zaczyna nabierac
waloru prawdopodobienstwa, gdy staramy si¢ poznac
kontekst sytuacji. Dramatis personae to postacie z kre-
gow najbardziej prominentnych urzednikéw Kancelarii
I Rzeszy, politykow, przyjaciot i cztonkéw ich rodzin.
Szukajac analogii do historii, ktora si¢ zajmuje, bez
obaw mozemy skierowaé swoja uwage w historyczne
rejony dworskich tragedii mitoéci, walki o witadze, zdra-
dy, zbrodni i kary. Zmienily si¢ tylko didaskalia, ale
emocje pozostaly tak samo intensywne. Biorac pod
uwage towarzyski i wizerunkowy — takze w sensie pro-
pagandowym dla III Rzeszy — kontekst emocji towarzy-
szacych tym zdarzeniom, moga by¢ one jeszcze bardziej
intensywne. Opowie$¢ o fatalnie ulokowanym uczuciu,
zdradzie i wygnaniu, a w koncu by¢ moze o §wiadomym
zniszczeniu miasta wygnania taczy w sobie kilka drama-
tycznych watkow.

6 Artykut jest jednym ze szkicow przygotowanych z mysla o wigk-
szej formie. Dzielg si¢ przemyS$leniami na ten temat w jego dalszej
cze$ci. Zdaje sobie sprawe z tego, ze kilka obecnie tylko hipotetycznie
zarysowanych watkow mozliwych jest do wyjasnienia po zrodtowej
kwerendzie w aktach personalnych Karla Hankego i Magdy Goebbels,
znajdujacych si¢ w Berlin Document Center oraz w zbiorach Archiwum
Federalnego w Koblencji (Bundesarchiv Koblenz) — Zestaw NL 118
zawierajacy dokumenty wytworzone przez Ministerstwo Propagandy
i O$wiecenia Publicznego I1I Rzeszy.

that started appearing rapidly on the publishing market
since the 1990° constitute the material which supplements
the environment reality. Fragments of conversations,
opinions, quotes from diaries of the people who were
in the immediate vicinity of the Reich Chancellery in
the years 1933-1945 were collected in a special folder
named “Hanke”. The figure of Karl Hanke — one of the
highest officials of the Third Reich, the Secretary of
State in the Ministry of Propaganda — also appears in the
monograph by E.C. Krol, which describes the mechanism
of the German propaganda [8]. The folder was filled
with notes coming from the materials which were more
and more frequently published and which depicted the
cultural environment of Nazi Germany, coming from
successively opened archives. Particularly interesting
information could be found in memoirs of the women
connected with the Third Reich politicians [9]. All the
information led to the conclusion that in 1938 Karl Hanke
started a toxic love affair with Magda Quandt-Goebbels,
the propaganda minister’s wife. The romance which was
bound to influence his career in a dramatic way and might
have contributed to his behaviour close to the madness of
power — pursuing a policy contrary to one’s own interest
and combining senselessness with cruelty — as described
by Tuchman [7, pp. 50-52]. From 1940 Wroctaw became
for Hanke an exile after being expelled from Berlin and
the Reich Chancellery where he had been building his
entire party and state career since 1933.

Narration — in search of a form

Ten years after, here I come back to the topic... The
hypothesis of an emotional relation to the city, which
became a forced exile for our hero, begins to take up
a probability value when we try to get to know the context
of the situation. Dramatis personae are the characters of
the most prominent officials in the Chancellery of the
Third Reich, i.e. politicians, friends and members of their
families. When searching for an analogy to the story I am
dealing with, without any doubt we can now turn our
attention to historical areas of courtly tragedies of love,
struggles for power, unfaithfulness, crime and punishment.
The only aspect that changed were the didascalies (stage
instruction), but the emotions remained just as intense.
Taking into account the social and image context — also
in the propaganda sense for the Third Reich — pertaining
to emotions accompanying these events, they may be
even more intense. A story of a fatally located feeling,
unfaithfulness and exile, finally perhaps a conscious
idea of destroying the city of exile thus combines several
dramatic plots.

The topic outlined like this calls for a special manner
of narration. Intuitively I felt that the form of a scientific

explained in more detail with the use of the source query in the personal
files of Karl Hanke and Magda Goebbels which are kept in the Berlin
Document Centre as well as in the collections of the Federal Archives in
Koblenz (Bundesarchiv Koblenz) — Set NL 118 containing documents
produced by the Ministry of Propaganda and Public Enlightenment of
the Third Reich.
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Tak zarysowany temat wymaga szczeg6lnego sposobu
narracji. Intuicyjnie czutam, ze forma naukowego artykutu
splaszczy temat, a narzedzia analizy psychologicznej,
jakimi dysponuje historyk sztuki, s niewystarczajace.
Bralam pod uwagg rézne formy narracji dla tej historii
— takze postuzenie si¢ pastiszem gatunkow literackich;
ludowg ,,piesnig dziadowska” o nieszczgsliwie zakocha-
nym i porzuconym kochanku. Przywotywatam melodie¢
piosenki Lili Marleen — opowiadajacej o dziewczynie wy-
czekujacej na zotnierza pod berlinskimi koszarami. Zasta-
nawiatam si¢ nad nowymi bohaterami piosenki, Karolem
i Magda — taka forma miescitaby si¢ w skandalizujacej
konwencji berlinskich kabaretow?. Tekst o cechach refe-
ratu naukowego... przypisy wymagatyby konsultacji kon-
sylium profesoréw psychiatrii. Forma scenariusza filmo-
wego... by¢ moze, tym bardziej ze w tle tej historii jest
watek poboczny. ,,Godowy taniec” ministra propagandy
Rzeszy Josepha Goebbelsa wokot Leni Riefenstahl i pu-
tapki godne Clausewitza zastawiane przez owg ,,druga
zong Rzeszy” wiasnie na Goebbelsa [9]. Recenzentow
mojego artykutu prosze o wybaczenie stylistycznych pro-
wokacji — ale profesor Janusz L. Dobesz jest ich wytraw-
nym wielbicielem...

Dla historii miasta istotne pozostaje pytanie, dlaczego
wydano rozkaz totalnego zniszczenia Wroctawia wbrew
instrukcjom Ministra Uzbrojenia III Rzeszy Alberta
Speera. Rozkaz tym bardziej zastanawiajacy, ze gtowny
bohater dramatu byt w latach 30. XX w. protektorem,
mecenasem, w koncu jedynym przyjacielem Speera [6,
s. 175-176]. W warunkach gospodarki wojennej, gdy sy-
tuacja na froncie zblizata si¢ do kleski, niesubordynacja
gauleitera mogta by¢ jednoznaczna z samobdjstwem nie
tylko politycznym...

Dramatis personae

On — Karl August Hanke, urodzony 22 sierpnia 1903 r.
w Lubaniu (Lauben), nauczyciel w berlinskiej szkole zawo-
dowej,dopartii wstapitw 1928 r.,w 1930r. zwolniony zostat
z posady przez wladze miasta z powodu bojowkarskich
akcji przeprowadzanych na rzecz NSDAPS [11, s. 152]
@il. 1). W 1931 r. jako ,,przekonany przeciwnik systemu”
mianowany przez Goebbelsa na stanowisko kierownika
organizacyjnego partii w Berlinie i kierownika wydziatu
w urzedzie propagandy NSDAP [11, s. 193]. Opisywany
przez Speera jako [...] prosty, ale inteligentny i pelen
energii mlody czeladnik miynarski [6, s. 32]. Bezrobotny
architekt (ale dysponujacy matym mercedesem) Speer
i kierownik obwodu zachodniego berlinskiego oddziatu
partii Hanke spotkali si¢ po raz pierwszy w 1930 r. pod
willa w dzielnicy Grunnewald. Speer byt tymczasowo

7 W latach 19391945 Lili Marleen stala si¢ najbardziej znana
zolnierska piosenka, opowiadajaca o tesknocie kochankow rozdzielonych
wojng. Wprawdzie tekst powstat w 1915 r., ale przeciez jego temat jest
ponadczasowy tak jak i uczucia.

8 Data urodzenia ustalona na podstawie dokumentu ,, Terminarz
urodzinowy adiutantury Hitlera”, zawierajacego listy z zestawieniem
nazwisk 1 dat urodzin os6b z otoczenia Hitlera. Bundesarchiv Berlin NS
10/124 [10, s. 370].

study may flatten the topic since the psychological ana-
lysis tools of an art historian are insufficient. Hence
I considered various forms of narration for this story —
also a pastiche of literary genres; a folk song about an
abandoned lover unhappily in love. I evoked the melody
of the song Lili Marleen — it tells about a girl waiting
for a soldier near the Berlin’s barracks. I was thinking
about new heroes of the song, i.e. Carl and Magda — this
form would be within the infamous convention of Berlin
cabarets’. The text of the nature of a scientific paper... the
footnotes would require consultations with professors of
psychiatry. The form of a screenplay... perhaps, as there is
a subplot in the background of this story. A “mating dance”
of the Minister of Propaganda of the Third Reich Joseph
Goebbels around Leni Riefenstahl and the traps of Clause-
witz type laid by the “second Reich lady” just on Goebbels
[9]. I must ask the reviewers of my article to forgive me the
use of such stylistic provocations — but Professor Janusz
L. Dobesz is a sophisticated admirer of them...

In terms of the history of the city, it remains an im-
portant question why, in spite of the instructions of the
Minister of Armaments of the Third Reich Albert Speer,
an order of the total destruction of Wroctaw was given.
All the more puzzling order if we recall the fact that in
the 19308 the main character of the drama was a protector,
a patron and finally the only friend of Speer [6, pp. 175—
176]. In the war economy conditions when the situation
on the front was approaching defeat, insubordination of
the Gauleiter could have been tantamount not only to
a political suicide...

Dramatis personae

He — Karl August Hanke, born on 22 August 1903 in
Luban (Lauben), was a teacher at a vocational school in
Berlin, he joined the party in 1928, in 1930 he was dis-
missed from his post by the city authorities due to his
militant actions carried out for the NSDAPS [11, p. 152]
(Fig. 1).In 1931 as a “determined opponent of the system”
he was appointed by Goebbels as the organization head of
the party in Berlin and head of the propaganda department
of the office of the NSDAP [11, p. 193]. Described by
Speer as [...] a simple, but intelligent and energetic young
Journeyman miller [6, p. 32]. The unemployed architect
(but having a small Mercedes) Speer and Hanke, the
head of the western district of the Berlin department of
the party, met for the first time in 1930 near the villa in
Grunnewald district. Speer was temporarily a driver whom
Hanke asked to design the rooms of the villa to be used
as the party district seat. The architect was impressed by
Hanke’s aesthetic sense as Hanke suggested designs from

7 In the years 1939-1945 Lili Marleen became the most famous
soldier’s song, telling the story of lovers separated by war longing for
each other. Although the text was written in 1915, its topic is timeless
like feelings are.

8 Date of birth was established on the basis of document “Birthday
Schedule of Hitler’s Adjutancy” which contained a list of names and
dates of birth of the people from Hitler’s environment. Bundesarchiv
Berlin NS 10/124 [10, p. 370].
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I1. 1. Karl Hanke, zdj¢cie wykonane w 1924 r., wykorzystane w ulotce
reklamowej nr 81 papierosow ,,Schwarz Weiss” w roku 1932.
Slogan: Méanner und Ereignisse unserer Zeit (zrodto: http://collectionsl.
yadvashem.org/arch_srika/1A-245G/108A-143G/126DO7_.jpg
[data dostepu: 8.07.2015)])

Fig. 1. Karl Hanke, a photo taken in 1924, used in a leaflet advertising
No. 81 of “Schwarz Weiss” cigarettes in 1932.
Slogan: Manner und Ereignisse unserer Zeit (source: http://collections].
yadvashem.org/arch_srika/1A-245G/108A-143G/126DO7_.jpg
[accessed: 8.07.2015])

kierowcs, ktoremu Hanke zaproponowatl aranzacj¢ po-
mieszczen willi na siedzib¢ obwodowa partii. Architekta
zainteresowat zmyst estetyczny Hankego, ktory przy wy-
borze nowych tapet zasugerowat projekty pochodzace
z wzorcowni ,,Bauhausu”. Po stowach Speera, ze [...] s¢
to tapety komunistyczne, mtody kreisleiter zbyt te uwage
szerokim ruchem reki: Bierzemy co najlepsze od wszyst-
kich, takze od komunistow [6, s. 33-34]. Tak rozpoczeta
si¢ znajomos¢, ktdra przerodzita si¢ z czasem w przyjazn.
W jakiej mierze byta to przyjazn bezinteresowna, moze-
my si¢ tylko domysla¢, analizujac portfel zlecen mtode-
go architekta w latach 1933-1940 [6, s. 33-57, 48-53,
126-130], [12]. W 1932 r. kreisleiter otrzymat awans na
osobistego adiutanta Goebbelsa. Z chwilg dojécia Hit-
lera do wladzy w marcu 1933 r. Hanke petnit juz odpo-
wiedzialng funkcj¢ osobistego referenta, aby w lipcu te-
goz roku awansowac¢ do stopnia radcy ministerialnego.
W lutym 1938 r. kariera Hankego w Kancelarii Rzeszy
osiggnela apogeum. Na skutek roszad personalnych zwig-
zanych ze zmianami w ministerstwie spraw zagranicznych,

the showroom “Bauhaus” when choosing new wall-
papers. After the words of Speer saying that [...] this is
communist wallpaper, the young kreisleiter ignored the
comment with a broad movement of his arm: We take
the best from everyone, even from the communists [6,
pp. 33-34]. Thus their acquaintance began, which later
turned into friendship. To what extent this friendship was
disinterested, we can only guess by analyzing a backlog of
orders of the young architect in the years 1933—1940 [6,
pp. 33-57, 48-53, 126-130], [12]. In 1932 the kreisleiter
was promoted to the personal adjutant of Goebbels. As
soon as Hitler came to power in March 1933 Hanke
already performed the responsible function of a personal
referent and in July of the same year he was promoted to
the ministerial adviser. In February 1938 Hanke’s career
reached its apogee in the Reich Chancellery. As a result
of personal reshuffling connected with changes in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he was promoted to the post
of the Secretary of State in the Ministry of Propaganda
— at the request of Goebbels himself. In August 1939
Hanke resigned from the post of the Secretary of State
and “volunteered” to an armoured regiment in Lehr with
which he participated in the 1939 September campaign in
Poland and then he fought with the 7th Armoured Division
of General Erwin Rommel in France as a lieutenant [11,
pp- 296-335]. According to personal folders contained in
the Archive in Koblenz, his official resignation from the
post of the Secretary of State took place only in the mid-
1940. His next official assignment was Wroctaw [12, p. 49].

She — Johanna Maria Magdalena Behrend, born on 11 No-
vember 1901 in Berlin-Kreuzberg® (Fig. 2). The family
situation was complicated: Parents did not have enough time
to take care of Magda's education [13, p. 22]. A graduate
of the “Institute of Virgo Fidelis” (Order of St. Ursula) in
Brussels, Kolmorgena junior high school in Berlin and
a boarding girl-school in Goslar. In 1920 she first married
Ginther Quandt, one of the richest manufacturers of Ger-
man textile and automotive industries, who was 21 years
older than her. Neglected, but at the same time strictly
controlled by her husband, in 1927 she had a love affair
with a 29-year-old man who appeared in the biographies
under the pseudonym “Ernst”. Betrayed Quandt reacted
violently, driving his unfaithful wife out of the house with
only a few suitcases [13, pp. 24-25]. Her life situation was
accurately characterized by biographer Erich Ebermayer:
She is talented and resourceful, but she is cursed — as
many other so-called ladies from the society who know
enough to claim to be educated, but in reality they cannot
do anything to be able to earn a living [14, pp. 86, 89-90].
In 1929 Magda Behrend-Quandt got divorced, she was
paid a compensation and alimony to their son, but only
until the time she remarried!?. Soon a romantic meeting of

9 Date of birth could not be verified on the basis of the document
“Birthday Schedule of Hitler’s Adjutancy” because the “November”
card does not exist. Bundesarchiv Berlin NS 10/124.

10" The argument determining the course of the divorce proceedings
was a bundle of love letters by Quandt written to his lovers, which was
successfully seized by Magda’s lawyer. This history was repeated ten
years later in another relationship.
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awansowano go na stanowisko sekretarza stanu w mi-
nisterstwie propagandy — na wniosek samego Goebbelsa.
W sierpniu 1939 Hanke opuscit stanowisko sekretarza
stanu, zgtaszajac si¢ jako ,,ochotnik” do putku pancernego
w Lehr, z ktorym uczestniczyt we wrzesniowej kampanii
w Polsce oraz we Francji w 7. Dywizji Pancernej generata
Erwina Rommla, w stopniu porucznika [11, s. 296, 335].
Wedlug teczki osobowej znajdujacej sic w Archiwum
w Koblencji formalng dymisje¢ z urzedu sekretarza stanu
ztozyt dopiero w potowie 1940 r. Nastepnym przydziatem
stuzbowym byt Wroctaw [12, s. 49].

Ona — Johanna Maria Magdalena Behrend, urodzona
11 listopada 1901 r. w Berlinie-Kreuzbergu® (il. 2). Sytuacja
rodzinna skomplikowana: Rodzice mieli za mato czasu,
aby troszczy¢ sig o wychowanie Magdy [13, s. 22]. Wy-
chowanka ,,Instytutu Virgo Fidelis” (klasztor urszulanek)
w Brukseli, gimnazjum Kolmorgena w Berlinie i pen-
sjonatu dla dziewczat w Goslar. Pierwszy raz wyszla za
mgz w 1920 r. za Gilinthera Quandta, jednego z najbo-
gatszych przemystowcéw niemieckich branzy tekstyl-
nej i motoryzacyjnej, starszego od niej o 21 lat. Zanied-
bywana, ale jednoczes$nie restrykcyjnie kontrolowana
przez me¢za, nawigzata w 1927 r. romans z 29-letnim mez-
czyzna, ktory w biografiach wystepuje pod pseudoni-
mem ,,Ernst”. Zdradzony Quandt zareagowal brutalnie,
wypedzajac z domu niewierng zone tylko z kilkoma wa-
lizkami [13, s. 24-25]. Jej sytuacj¢ zyciowa trafnie
scharakteryzowal biograf Erich Ebermayer: Jest zdol-
na i obrotna, ale cigzy na niej klgtwa — tak jak na wie-
lu tak zwanych damach z towarzystwa, ktore wiedzg wy-
starczajgco wiele, aby uwazaé si¢ za wyksztalcone, ale
w rzeczywistosci nie potrafig nic, co by im pozwolilo za-
robi¢ na utrzymanie [14, s. 86, 89-90]. W 1929 r. Mag-
da Behrend-Quandt otrzymata rozwod, jednorazowe od-
szkodowanie i alimenty na syna przystugujace tylko do
czasu ponownego wyjscia za mgz!'%. Wkroétce doszto do
romantycznego spotkania Magdy Behrend z kuzynem
prezydenta Herberta Hoovera — obu poznala jeszcze
w 1926 r. podczas podrézy z m¢zem do USA. Jak napisa-
ta w pamigtniku jej przyjacidtka, Henrietta von Schirach:
Spotkanie doprowadzilo do krotkiej, burzliwej historii mi-
tosnej, ktorg kontynuowano w Berlinie [13, s. 26], [15,
s. 174]. Rozstanie pary bylo dramatyczne, zakonczone
wypadkiem samochodowym, w ktéorym Magda zostata
cigzko ranna i wiele miesiecy przebywala w berlinskim
szpitalu, leczac ztamane koSci czaszki [14, s. 110111711

W lecie 1930 r. doszto do pierwszego spotkania Magdy
Behrend z dr. Josephem Goebbelsem, gauleiterem Berli-
na. Miato ono miejsce w Patacu Sportu w Berlinie, na
wiecu zorganizowanym przez NSDAP. Mowca zrobit

9 Data urodzenia nie mogta byé zweryfikowana na podstawie
dokumentu ,, Terminarz urodzinowy adiutantury Hitlera”, poniewaz
karta ,listopadowa” nie istnieje. Bundesarchiv Berlin NS 10/124.

10" Argumentem decydujacym o przebiegu rozprawy rozwodowej
stat si¢ pakiet listbw mitosnych Quandta do kochanek, ktore udato si¢
przeja¢ adwokatowi Magdy. Historia powtorzyta si¢ 10 lat pozniej,
w innym zwiazku.

Il powodem rozstania byla odrzucona przez Magde propozycja
matzenstwa.

Il. 2. Joanna Maria Magdalena Quandt-Goebbels
— oficjalny portret, 1932 (zroédto: Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1973-034-56
/ CC-BY-SA [CC BY-SA 3.0 de (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en)], via Wikimedia Commons)
[data dostepu: 8.07.2015])

Fig. 2. Joanna Maria Magdalena Quandt-Goebbels
— an official portrait, 1932 (source: Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1973-034-
56 / CC-BY-SA [CC BY-SA 3.0 de (http://creativecommons.org/licens-
es/by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en)], via Wikimedia Commons
[accessed: 8.07.2015])

Magda Behrend with the cousin of the President Herbert
Hoover took place — she met the two of them in 1926
during the journey with her husband to the United States.
As her friend Henrietta von Schirach wrote in a diary: The
meeting led to a short and passionate love story which
was continued in Berlin [13, p. 26], [15, p. 174]. The
parting of the couple was dramatic and culminated in a car
accident in which Magda was seriously injured and stayed
in a Berlin hospital for many months where her broken
bones of the skull were treated [14, pp. 110-111]!L.

In the summer of 1930 Magda Behrend met doctor
Joseph Goebbels, the Gauleiter of Berlin. It took place in
the Palace of Sport in Berlin, at a rally organized by the
NSDAP. Magda was so much impressed by the speaker
that she willingly applied for a job — fluent English, Ita-
lian and French, her beauty and good manners — in the
management of the Berlin district party. She received
the job in the secretarial office of the deputy Gauleiter
of Berlin without any problems, where she was quickly

11 The reason for the separation was Magda’s refusal to a marriage
proposal.
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na niej tak wielkie wrazenie, ze Magda zglosita swoja
che¢ do pracy — biegly angielski, wloski i francuski, uro-
da oraz dobre maniery — w kierownictwie partii okregu
berlinskiego. Bez probleméw otrzymata posade w sekre-
tariacie zastepcy gauleitera Berlina, gdzie szybko awan-
sowatla 1 juz w listopadzie zajmowala si¢ partyjnym ar-
chiwum prasowym i réwnie skutecznie dr. Goebbelsem,
petniac funkcje osobistej thumaczki. Magda Quandt i Jo-
seph Goebbels wzieli $lub 19 grudnia 1931 r., w obecnos-
ci Adolfa Hitlera, ktory petnit funkcje¢ $wiadka. Rejestracja
malzenstwa odbyta si¢ w domu soltysa w miejscowosci
Goldenbow, a koscielny $lub w obrzadku ewangelickim
w majatku rodzinnym Quandtow [12, s. 140, 143, 149]12,

Wioska podroz — luty 1939

Kryzys w matzenstwie rozpoczat si¢ w 1935 r. z po-
wodu kolejnego romansu Goebbelsa, tym razem z czeska
gwiazda filmowa Lida Baarova, ale stat si¢ tez pozniej
(1938) katalizatorem zwigzku pomigdzy Magda Quandt-
-Goebbels a Karlem Hankem — wowczas petnigcym
funkcje sekretarza stanu w ministerstwie propagandy!3.
Skandal, ktory po trzech latach godzit juz powaznie w re-
putacje ministra propagandy Rzeszy, w 1938 r. zbiegt si¢
z dramatycznymi wydarzeniami politycznymi — zajgciem
Czech 1 Moraw. Goraczkowy ton wpisow Goebbelsa
w Dziennikach dotyczacy intryg politycznych zbiega si¢
z rOwnie goragczkowymi zapisami skandali z babami [11,
s. 291]. We wrzesniu 1938 r., aby ratowac sytuacje wy-
mykajaca si¢ spod kontroli, Goebbels wystat do swojej
zony Hankego, ktory miat peti¢ funkcje posrednika —
mediatora w sprawie ugody malzenskiej. Do krggu po-
wierniczek zdradzonej Zzony — zaliczaly si¢ do nich pa-
nie Emma Goering, Henriette von Schirach, Eleonor
Quandt, Leni Riefenstahl — dolaczyt sam sekretarz stanu
w urzedzie meza. Mediacje okazaty si¢ na tyle skuteczne,
ze matzonkowie zawarli rozejm na trzymiesigczny okres
probny ze wzgledu na interesy polityki panstwowej'4.

Albert Speer, niezwykle dyskretny w swych wspom-
nieniach, takze pisze o koalicji, jaka zawarli z Hankem,
tym razem dla ratowania wizerunku pani Goebbels.
Relacja Speera brzmi nastgpujaco: Goebbels mial wiele
przygod mitosnych; na poly ubawiony, na poly oburzony
Jjego sekretarz stanu Hanke opowiadal, jak to Goebbels
mial w zwyczaju szantazowacé mlode aktorki filmowe. |...]
czyms wiecej byt jednak stosunek do Baarovej. Jego zona
odzegnala sie wtedy od niego i zZgdala, by wyprowadzil

12 Burzliwe okolicznosci poprzedzajace formalny zwiazek sa
skrupulatnie notowane w Dziennikach, o ktorych ich badaczka i edytor-
ka Elke Froelich pisze: [...] zachowaly niemal do konca charakter powaz-
nej i sumiennej relacji kronikarskiej, pomimo narcystycznego samouwiel-
bienia i autosugestywnej ktamliwosci [11, przyp. 7, s. 438]. Okolicznosci
towarzyszace organizacji uroczystosci zaslubin w majatku bytego me¢za
Magdy Goebbels stanowi¢ moga material na osobna histori¢ towa-
rzyskich rozgrywek w $rodowisku przysztych prominentéw III Rzeszy.

13 Poczatek romansu z Lidg Baarova zbiega sic w czasie z ot-
warciem kolejnego tomu Dziennikéw, ktore Goebbels ozdobit mottem
Najdziksze zycie jest najpigkniejsze [10, s. 249].

14 Cytat z pamictnika Alfreda Rosenberga, w: [11, s. 280,
przyp. 320].

promoted and already in November she dealt with the
party press archives and with Doctor Goebbels equally
effectively, performing the role of his personal translator.
Magda Quandt and Joseph Goebbels got married on
December 19, 1931 in the presence of Adolf Hitler, who
witnessed the ceremony. The marriage was registered in
the mayor’s house in Goldenbow and the church wedding
in the Protestant rite took place in the family estate of the
Quandts [12, pp. 140, 143, 149]!2,

Italian journey — February 1939

The crisis in their marriage began in 1935 due to
another Goebbels’ love affair, this time with the Czech
film star Lida Baarova and later (1938) it also became
a catalyst of the relationship between Magda Quandt-
Goebbels and Karl Hanke — he then held the post of the
Secretary of State in the Ministry of Propagandal!3. In
1938 the scandal, which after three years already seriously
tarnished the reputation of the Reich Propaganda Minister,
coincided with the dramatic political events — occupation
of Bohemia and Moravia. The hectic nature of entries in
Goebbels’ Diaries concerning political intrigues coincides
with an equally hectic records of scandals with women
[11, p. 291]. In September 1938 in order to save the
situation which started to get out of control, Goebbels
sent Hanke to his wife, who was supposed to act as an
intermediary — mediator in their marriage settlement.
The circle of confidants of the betrayed wife — they were
Emma Goering and Henriette von Schirach, Eleonor
Quandt, Leni Riefenstahl — was joined by the Secretary
of State himself who worked in the office of her husband.
The mediations proved to be so successful that the couple
declared a truce for a three-month trial period due to the
interests of the state policy'®.

Albert Speer, who was extremely discreet in his me-
moirs, also writes about the coalition which was concluded
with Hanke in order to save the image of Mrs Goebbels
this time. Speer’s record is as follows: Goebbels had many
love affairs; his Secretary of State Hanke who was half-
amused and half-disgusted talked about how Goebbels was in
the habit of blackmailing young film actresses. [...] however,
his attitude to Baarova was something more. Then his wife
renounced him and demanded that he move out and leave
her and the children. Hanke and I were totally on the side

12 Unusual circumstances preceding their formal relationship are
meticulously recorded in the Diaries, about which its researcher and
editor Elke Froelich writes as follows: [...] Almost till the end they re-
mained a serious and conscientious chronicle report in spite of nar-
cissistic self-glorification and auto-suggestive mendacity [11, ft. 7,
p- 438]. The circumstances accompanying the organization of the wedding
ceremony in the estate of the former husband of Magda Goebbels could
constitute the material for a separate story of social affairs in the
environment of future prominent figures of the Third Reich.

13 The beginning of a love affair with Lida Baarova coincides in
time with the opening of the next volume of the Diaries, which
Goebbels decorated with the following motto 7he wildest life is the most
beautiful [10, p. 249].

14" A quotation from the diary by Alfred Rosenberg, in: [11, p. 280,
ft. 320].
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si¢ od niej i od dzieci. Hanke i ja stalismy calkowicie po
stronie pani Goebbels; Hanke tymczasem skomplikowal
Jjeszcze kryzys malzenski, zakochal sie¢ bowiem w o wiele
starszej zonie swego ministra [6, s. 177]. ,Nic tak nie
plami kobiety jak atrament” — ta stara madro$¢ dotyczy
takze pakietu listow Baarovej do Goebbelsa, ktoére Hanke
przejat w biurze sekretarza stanu i wrgezyt Magdzie. Spro-
wokowal w ten sposob zaostrzenie i tak trudnej sytuacji,
jednoczesnie dajac do zrozumienia, jak bardzo zalezy mu
na przychylnosci damy [13, s. 48].

Z kolejng inicjatywa pomocy wystapit Speer, sadzac,
ze wyjazd na wakacje uciszy berlinskie emocje: Chcge
pomoc jej wyjs¢ z klopotliwej sytuacji, zaprosilem jg,
aby wybrala si¢ razem z nami na potudnie [6, s. 176].
Program podrézy do Wioch perfekcyjnie zaplanowat za-
fascynowany sztuka antyku Speer. Do grona najblizszych
przyjaciot, do ktorych nalezeli Josef Thorak, Arno Breker,
Robert Frank, Karl Brandt z matzonkami, dotaczyta nie-
co p6zniej Magda Goebbels — incognito. Trasa podrozy
wiodta po potudniowych Wioszech i Sycylii, obejmujac
najbardziej interesujace regiony. Wedlug relacji Speera:
Hanke pragngt za nig jecha¢, w czasie podrozy zasypywat
Jjq listami milosnymi, lecz ona zachowywala wyrazng
rezerwe [6, s. 177]15. Atmosfera tej podrézy, nagty i ta-
jemniczy wyjazd Magdy Goebbels do Rzymu, gdzie
z wizyta panstwowg przebywal jej maz wraz z Hankem,
dodatkowo budowaty atmosfer¢ rodzacego si¢ kolejne-
go kompromitujgcego romansu. Wedhlug relacji Speera
awanse czynione zonie szefa przez Hankego wymykaty
si¢ zdecydowanie akceptowanym w towarzystwie grani-
com adoracji, jednak okazaly si¢ skuteczne [11, s. 291,
przyp. 421].

W tym czasie interesujaca jest — ze wzgledow emo-
cjonalnych — relacja pomigdzy Goebbelsem a Hankem.
Ralf Reuth po przestudiowaniu stenograméw z rozmow
prowadzonych w ministerstwic doszedl do wniosku, Ze
[...] wiele wypowiedzi Hankego z tego czasu cechuje dy-
stans wobec przelozonego, zwlaszcza iz ten ponownie
usitowat wciggngé go w krgg swoich przygod. Nastroj
podczas skladania raportow ministrowi przypominat juz
na przetomie 1938/1939 roku chlodng, zimowq scenerig.
Rowniez Goebbels odczuwal emocjonalny dyskomfort,
bedac zmuszony [...] czesto omawial nieprzyjemnosci
mnie dotyczqce ze swym sekretarzem stanu Hankem [11,
s. 287,291, przyp. 421]. W lecie 1939 r. Magda Goebbels
byta juz kochanka Hankego. Volker Elis Pilgrin twier-
dzi, ze podj¢ta ona gr¢ niezwykle ryzykowng w dwczes-
nych realiach politycznych i towarzyskich. Dowodzitoby
to sily uczucia aczacego obojga lub manipulacji ze stro-
ny Magdy — checi zemsty za upokorzenia, ktorych do-
znawala ze strony Goebbelsa. Pilgrin zwraca uwagg takze
na to, ze gdyby nie szczegodlna protekcja Hitlera wobec
Magdy, ta kompromitujaca dla ministra sytuacja mo-
glaby zakonczy¢ si¢ szybko i radykalne — skazaniem
Hankego pod byle pretekstem za zdrade stanu [12,

15 Obrona dobrego imienia Frau Goebbels odbywata si¢ takze
bardziej spektakularnymi metodami. W Dziennikach Goebbels skarzy sig
na publike, ktora podczas seansow krzyczata Precz z k...q ministra, a tak-
ze na karykatury, ktore pojawialy si¢ na miescie [11, s. 277, 280-281].

of Mrs. Goebbels. In the meantime Hanke complicated the
marriage crisis because he fell in love with the much older
wife of his minister [6, p. 177]. “Nothing stains a woman
more than ink” — the old wisdom also refers to the bundle of
letters written by Baarova to Goebbels, which Hanke seized
in the office of the Secretary of State and handed over to
Magda. In this way he made the situation, which was already
difficult, even worse at the same time making it clear how
much he cared for the favour of the lady [13, p. 48].

Speer offered another initiative of help in the belief
that going on holidays would stifle Berlin emotions: 7o
help her get out of this embarrassing situation, I invited
her to go with us to the south [6, p. 176]. The itinerary
of the trip to Italy was perfectly planned by Speer who
was fascinated by the art of antiquity. The group of closest
friends, including Josef Thorak, Arno Breker, Robert
Frank, Karl Brandt with their spouses, was a little bit later
joined by Magda Goebbels — incognito. The tour itinerary
covered southern Italy and Sicily, including the most
interesting regions. According to Speer’s report: Hanke
wanted to follow her, during the journey he showered
her with love letters, but she stayed clearly reserved [0,
p. 177113, The atmosphere of this trip, a sudden and my-
sterious departure of Magda Goebbels’ to Rome, where
her husband was on a state visit with Hanke added to the
atmosphere of another disgraceful love affair. According
to Speer’s report, the way Hanke courted his boss’ wife
was definitely beyond the limits of adoration that could be
generally accepted by the society, however, it proved to be
effective [11, p. 291, ft. 421].

At that time, the relationship between Goebbels and
Hanke — due to emotional reasons — seems to be quite
interesting. Ralf Reuth after having studied the transcripts
of talks at the Ministry arrived at the conclusion that
[...] many of Hanke's statements from that period are
characterized by the distance to his boss, especially that
he was trying to drag him into the circle of his adventures
again. The atmosphere, while delivering reports to the
minister at the turn of 1939, reminded of a cold winter
scenery. Goebbels also felt some emotional discomfort
by being forced to [...] often discuss unpleasant things
concerning me with my Secretary of State Hanke [11, pp.
287, 291, ft. 421]. In the summer of 1939 Magda Goebb-
els was already Hanke’s lover. Volker Elis Pilgrin claims
that she played an extremely risky game in the political
and social reality of those times. This would show the
strength of the feeling that connected them or Magda’s
manipulation — a desire for revenge for the humiliation she
experienced from Goebbels. Pilgrin also draws attention
to the fact that if it had not been for the special favori-
tism of Hitler towards Magda, this embarrassing situation
for the minister could have ended quickly and radically
— sentencing Hanke for high treason under any pretext
[12, pp. 48-49]. Speer assessed the situation as follows:
In the meantime the matter of Hanke and Frau Goebbels

15 The defense of the good name of Frau Goebbels also took the
form of more spectacular methods. In the Diaries Goebbels complains
about the audience shouting Down with the minister’s b...h! as well as
about caricatures that appeared in the city [11, pp. 277, 280-281].
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s. 48—49]. Speer ocenil sytuacje nastgpujaco: Sprawy
Hankego i Pani Goebbels dojrzaly tymczasem na tyle, ze
ku przerazeniu wszystkich wtajemniczonych, chcieli sig
pobra¢. Nierowna para: Hanke byl miody i porywczy,
ona znacznie (?) starsza, elegancka dama z towarzystwa.
Hanke nalegal na Hitlera, aby zgodzil si¢ na rozwod, ale
ten odmawial, majgc na uwadze racje stanu [6, s. 180].
Speer byt takze $wiadkiem rozpaczy Hankego — w swoim
domu w Berlinie — na wiadomos¢, ze Goebbelsowie gosz-
czacy na festiwalu w Bayreuth pod wptywem pani Wag-
ner i Hitlera pojednali si¢. Scenerig dla konczacego si¢
romansu byta opera Wagnera Tristan i Izolda, [...] ktorej
wystuchalismy, siedzqc w wielkiej srodkowej lozy — Hit-
ler, matzenstwo Goebbelsow, pani Winifreda Wagner i ja.
Siedzqca po mojej prawej rece pani Goebbels nieustannie
cicho plakala, patrzqc przed siebie [6, s. 181].

Kwestia skali — kwestia emocji

Po klesce i kompromitacji w Bayreuth, niemal natych-
miast — w sierpniu 1939 r. — Hanke odszedt ze stanowis-
ka sekretarza stanu w ministerstwie propagandy i zglo-
sit si¢ ,,na ochotnika” na front wschodni — szczgs$liwie
byt to dopiero poczatek II wojny $wiatowej. Po odby-
ciu u boku generata Rommla spektakularnego wjazdu do
Paryza porucznik Hanke odebrat swdj nowy przydziat
— stanowisko gauleitera Dolnego Slaska (il. 3). Scenerie
berlinska zastapita rzeczywistos¢ wielkiego miasta, ktore
wymagalo przygotowania do funkcjonowania w stanie
gospodarki wojennej. Praca urzednicza zastapi¢ musiata
splendor Kancelarii Rzeszy. Pilgrin napisat wprost: Po
aferze z Baarovg Karla Hanke przeniesiono. Zostal gau-
leiterem Slgska i tam sie ozenil [13, s. 49]'6. W realiach
wojennych Niemiec Hanke stal si¢ cztowiekiem niewygod-
nym z ideologicznego i propagandowego punktu widze-
nia. Dwa razy zdradzil swojego szefa, Josepha Goebbelsa,
narazajagc go na gniew kanclerza, a nawet zagrozenie
dymisja. Jednoczesnie Hanke zbyt wiele wiedzac o ku-
lisach funkcjonowania III Rzeszy, mogt by¢ niebezpiecz-
ny. Speer przypuszczal, ze przed surowszym wyrokiem
niz ,,zestanie” na Slask mogta jeszcze go ochronié Magda
Goebbels — ulubienica Hitlera, ikona niemieckiego ma-
cierzynstwa. By¢ moze wlasnie dzigki niej otrzymat swoj
stuzbowy przydziat do Wroctawia [14, s. 70], [15, s. 188].

Z punktu widzenia charakteru relacji spotecznych
kariera polityczna Hankego splatajaca si¢ z karierg za-
wodowa Speera oraz ich wieloletnia przyjazn jest inte-
resujagcym watkiem, ukazujacym mechanizm funkcjo-
nowania na najwyzszych szczeblach wtadzy w 111 Rzeszy.
W przypadku Hankego jest to rowniez historia upadku
i degradacji, thumionych emocji i wscieklej bezsilnos-
ci wobec ludzkiej natury, epizodu ktéry mégt spowodo-
wac ,,efekt motyla” — zagtade miasta.

Jak wygladata urzednicza kariera wygnanego z Ber-
lina dygnitarza? W latach 1940-1941 Karl Hanke urza-

16 Zwigzek malzenski Karla Hankego z baronessa Freda von
Fircks primo voto Johnson zostat zawarty 25 listopada 1944 r. we Wro-
clawiu, a wigc juz po ogloszeniu miasta twierdza. Jej akta personalne nie
figuruja w Berlinskim Centrum Dokumentow.

1. 3. Karl Hanke we frontowym mundurze z dystynkcjami porucznika
7. Dywizji Pancernej Erwina Rommla, 1939/1940
(zrodto: http://www.ww2incolor.com/german_leadership/hanke.html
[data dostepu: 8.07.2015])

Fig. 3. Karl Hanke in the front uniform with the insignia of lieutenant
of the7™" Armoured Division of Erwin Rommel, 1939/1940
(source: http://www.ww2incolor.com/german_leadership/hanke.html
[accessed: 8.07.2015])

became so serious that, to the dismay of all the initiates,
they wanted to get married. Uneven couple: Hanke was
young and impetuous, while she was much (?) older, an
elegant lady of the society. Hanke urged Hitler to agree
on a divorce, but he refused taking into consideration the
national interest [6, p. 180]. Speer also witnessed Hanke’s
despair — in his house in Berlin — at the news that the
Goebbels had reconciled at the festival in Bayreuth under
the influence of Mrs. Wagner and Hitler. The setting for
the ending of this love affair was Wagner’s opera Tristan
and Isolde [ ...] that we listened to while sitting in a large
central lodge — Hitler, the Goebbels, Mrs. Winifred Wag-
ner and me. Sitting on my right hand, Mrs. Goebbels con-
stantly cried quietly, looking straight ahead [6, p. 181].

The question of scale — the question of emotions

After the defeat and embarrassment in Bayreuth, al-
most immediately — in August 1939 — Hanke resigned
from the post of the Secretary of State in the Ministry
of Propaganda and “volunteered” to the eastern front —
luckily it was only the beginning of World War II. After
a spectacular entry of troops to Paris along with General
Rommel, Lieutenant Hanke received his new assignment
— the post of Gauleiter of Lower Silesia (Fig. 3). The
Berlin scenery was replaced by the reality of a great city
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1. 4. Karl Hanke, przemo6wienie do obroncéw Festung Breslau,
marzec 1945 [zrodto: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-1989-1120-502 /
CC-BY-SA [CC BY-SA 3.0 de (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en)], via Wikimedia Commons [data dostgpu:
8.07.2015])

Fig. 4. Karl Hanke, a speech to the defenders of Festung Breslau,
March 1945 (source: Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-1989-1120-502 / CC-BY-SA
[CC BY-SA 3.0 de (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/
deed.en)], via Wikimedia Commons [accessed: 8.07.2015])

dzat swoja stuzbowg rezydencje we Wroctawiu, przy Alei
Akacjowej 17/19, prowadzac rasowa czystk¢ w archi-
tekturze Borka i zlecajac wykonanie planéw chronionej
enklawy administracyjnej, strzezonej przez stacjonujacy
w pobliskiej willi oddziat Luftwaffe [4]. Ze wzgleddéw pro-
pagandowych i ideologicznych byt to modelowy przyktad
nowego tadu w przedwojennej, profesorskiej dzielnicy.
By¢ moze na ostateczny ksztalt projektu willi wptyw miaty
rozmowy ze Speerem, ktory wielokrotnie kontaktowat si¢
z Hankem na szczeblu stuzbowym — petnit wowczas funk-
cje petnomocnika Rzeszy do spraw obronnosci Slaska.

We wspomnieniach jednej z ostatnich rozméw z Han-
kem Speer wyrazit zaniepokojenie tonem fanatyzmu w je-
go wypowiedzi na temat obrony Wroctawia: [...] mowil
z patosem, Rosjanie nie zdobedg go nigdy. Raczej spale
go. Kilka linijek dalej: Wysuwalem zastrzezenia, ale Han-
ke upieral si¢ przy swoim [...] w koncu jednak udato mi si¢
go przekonaé o zabytkowych walorach przynajmniej tej
budowli [Ratusza] [6, s. 506—-507].

Rozmowa odbyta si¢ w styczniu 1945 r. i nalezy sa-
dzi¢, ze ztagodzenie stanowiska gauleitera byto raczej
niezobowigzujagcym ustgpstwem w stosunku do ministra
niz obietnicg zmian w strategii obrony twierdzy. Speer

that required some preparation for the functioning in the
conditions of war economy. An office job was supposed
to replace the splendor of the Reich Chancellery. Pilgrin
just wrote: After the scandal with Baarova Karl Hanke
was transferred. He was appointed Gauleiter of Silesia
and he got married there [13, p. 49]1¢. In the context of
wartime Germany Hanke became a persona non grata
from the ideological and propaganda point of view.
He betrayed his boss Joseph Goebbels twice exposing
him to the wrath of the chancellor and even the threat
of dismissal. At the same time Hanke, who knew too
much about the functioning of the Third Reich Behind
Closed Doors, could be quite dangerous. Speer believed
that Magda Goebbels — Hitler’s favourite and an icon of
German motherhood — was the only one who was able
to save him from a more severe punishment than “exile”
to Silesia. Perhaps it is thanks to her that he received his
official assignment to Wroctaw [14, p. 70], [15, p. 188].

Taking into consideration the nature of social relation-
ships, Hanke’s political career which went along with Speer’s
professional career as well as their long friendship, is an
interesting theme showing the mechanism of functioning
at the highest levels of power in the Third Reich. In the
case of Hanke it is also the story of failure and degradation,
suppressed emotions and furious powerlessness in the
face of human nature, the episode that might have caused
a “butterfly effect” — the destruction of the city.

What did the office carcer of a dignitary who was
exiled from Berlin look like? In the years 1940-1941,
Hanke arranged his official residence in Wroctaw at 17/19
Akacjowa Street and conducted race cleansing in Borek
architecture, commissioning the execution of plans of
a protected administrative enclave by a Luftwaffe squad
that was stationed in a nearby villa [4]. Due to propaganda
and ideological reasons it was a model example of a new
order in a pre-war professor district. It is quite probable
that the final form of the villa design was influenced by
talks with Speer who quite frequently contacted Hanke
officially — at that time he performed the function of the
Reich representative for Silesia defense issues.

In his memoirs, when referring to one of the last con-
versations with Hanke, Speer expressed his concern about
the tone of fanaticism in Hanke’s speech on Wroctaw
defense: [...] he spoke with pathos, the Russians will never
conquer the city. I'd rather burn it. A few lines later:  made
objections, but Hanke insisted on his ideas [...] but in the
end I managed to convince him about the historical quali-
ties of at least this building [Town Hall] [6, pp. 506-507].

The conversation took place in January 1945 and we
can think that the Gauleiter’s attitude becoming less aggre-
ssive was a noncommittal concession in relation to the
minister rather than a promise of changes in the strategy
of fortress defense. Speer also recalled conversations in
the living room with green armchairs, when drinking
a glass of cognac he confided to Hanke all his troubles

16 Hanke married Baroness Freda von Fircks primo voto Johnson
on November 25, 1944 in Wroctaw, i.e. after Wroctaw was proclaimed
a fortress. Her personal files do not appear in the Berlin Document
Centre.
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wspominat takze rozmowy w salonie z zielonymi fote-
lami, kiedy z lampka koniaku zwierzat si¢ Hankemu ze
swoich klopotéw z uzbrojeniem, zaopatrzeniem wyco-
fujacych si¢ armii i brakiem ludzi do pracy, obnizeniem
morale, meczacymi inspekcjami w terenie. Czy podczas
tych rozméw Hanke nie czul nienawisci, zalu i zlosci,
konfrontujac swoja pozycje z pozycja przyjaciela? Czy
Speer bedacy swiadkiem upokorzenia Hankego w cza-
sach romansu z Magda Goebbels jeszcze byt dla niego
przyjacielem, czy tylko niewygodnym s$wiadkiem kata-
strofy? Czy Wroclaw — miasto zestania — byl jego osobis-
tym wrogiem przypominajacym kazdym swoim murem
o klesce, miastem, ktore prowokowalo do ,ukarania”
go w sposob ostateczny? Co czul, pamigtajagc o tym, jak
wprowadzal bezrobotnego i nie$miatego architekta na
ministerialne salony III Rzeszy, byt jego protektorem
i pierwszym zleceniodawca — odkryt go, jak przyznaje to
sam Speer? W roku 1940 Speer petnit funkcje ministra
uzbrojenia, a zakres jego kompetencji byt praktycznie
nieograniczony [6, s. 322-486], [12, s. 176-220]. Konty-
nuowat takze w wolnych chwilach misj¢ zlecong mu
przez kanclerza Adolfa Hitlera — plantowanie za pomocg
artylerii berlinskiej osi wschod—zachéd pod budowe
Germanii, nowej stolicy Tysiacletniej Rzeszy.

Sytuacja, w ktorej Hanke musiat odgrywac role mitego
gospodarza, byta naprawde emocjonalnie obcigzajaca
i powodujaca kumulacj¢ negatywnych nastrojow. Moze
chcial rzeczywiscie spali¢ to miasto w akcie bezsilnej
nienawisci — moze nawet autoagresji. Te wszystkie reto-
ryczne pytania i hipotezy w $wietle wspodtczesnych teo-
rii przeniesienia relacji emocjonalnych na inne obiek-
ty nie wydaja si¢ nieprawdopodobne. Szczegolnie, gdy
konfrontujemy je z zapisami ksigdza Peikerta [5] i pasto-
ra Horninga prowadzonymi od 25 lutego 1945 r. do dnia
kapitulacji Festung Breslau, 6 maja. Ukazuja one oso-
biste wrecz okrucienstwo Hankego wobec miasta i jego
mieszkancow [16].

Zdaje sobie sprawe, ze problemy strategiczne zwig-
zane z obrong Festung Breslau byly zdeterminowane
zdecydowanie powazniejszymi przestankami niz toksycz-
ny romans Hankego. Dyskusja na temat strategii i sensu
tak dramatycznej obrony Wroctawia trwata w powojen-
nych Niemczech kilkanascie lat. Jej bibliografie podaja
Kazimierz Jonca i Adam Konieczny w podstawowej do tej
pory polskiej publikacji [16]. Coraz czesciej powtarzaja
si¢ opinie o niezrozumiatym z powodu znaczenia militar-
nego Wroctawia w schytkowym okresie wojny oporze.
Ksigzka obiektywizujaca spor byta wspolna publikacja
komendantéw twierdzy — generaldéw Hansa von Ahlfena
i Hermanna Niehoffa [17], ktora stata si¢ proba rehabi-
litacji dowodztwa pozostajacego pod presja polityczng
coraz bardziej nicobliczalnego, niepanujacego nad emo-
cjami Hankego. Polskie wydanie tej ksigzki dotarto do
rak czytelnikow dopiero w koncu lat 90. XX w. Do dzi$
najbardziej obiektywnymi opisami bezsensownej zagtady
miasta, metodycznie — dzielnicami — podpalanego przez
sonderkommanda sa relacje ksigdza Peikerta i pastora
Hansa Horninga [18]. Celem mojego artykutu nie byto
przedstawienie militarnej doktryny obrony Festung Bres-
lau, ale przyblizenie psychologicznego aspektu podejmo-

connected with weapons, supplies for a retreating army
and lack of people to work, lowered morale, burdensome
inspections carried out in the area. During these conver-
sations, did not Hanke feel hatred, grief and anger when
confronting his position with the one of his friend? Was
Speer, who witnessed Hanke’s humiliation at the time of
the love affair with Magda Goebbels, still his friend or just
an unwanted witness of the disaster? Was Wroctaw — the
city of exile — his personal enemy reminding him with each
wall of the defeat, the city that provoked to “punish” him
definitively? What did he feel, remembering the moment
of introducing an unemployed and shy architect to the
drawing rooms of the Third Reich and being his supporter
and the first client? He discovered him as Speer admitted
himself. In 1940 Speer performed the function of the
Minister of Armaments and the range of his competences
was virtually unlimited [6, pp. 322-486], [12, pp. 176—
220]. In his spare time he also continued a mission given
to him by the Chancellor Adolf Hitler — leveling the east-
west axis for the development of Germania, namely a new
capital of the Thousand-Year Reich.

The situation in which Hanke had to play the role of
a welcoming host was really emotionally hard and re-
sulted in accumulating negative feelings. Perhaps he
really wanted to burn this city in an act of helpless hatred
— or maybe even of auto-aggression. All these rhetorical
questions and hypotheses in the light of contemporary
theories of transferring emotional relations to other ob-
jects do not seem to be incredible. In particular, when
we confront them with the records of priest Peikert [5]
and pastor Horning which were made from 25 February
1945 until the day of capitulation of Festung Breslau on
6'h May. They show the personal outright cruelty of Hanke
towards the city and its inhabitants [16].

I realize that the strategic problems connected with the
defense of Festung Breslau were determined by far more
serious premises than Hanke’s toxic love affair. A dis-
cussion about the strategy and the sense of such a dra-
matic defense of Wroctaw was continued in post-war
Germany for several years. Its bibliography is presented
by Kazimierz Jonca and Adam Konieczny in the so far
primary Polish publication [16]. Opinions regarding in-
comprehensible resistance because of military impor-
tance of Wroctaw in the final stages of the war occur
more and more frequently. The book which presented
the dispute in an objective way was a joint publication
of the commanders of the fortress — generals Hans von
Ahlfen and Hermann Niehoff [17] — which became an
attempt at rehabilitating the headquarters which were un-
der a political pressure of Hanke who was increasingly
unpredictable and not being able to control his feelings.
It was not until the 19908 that this book was published in
Polish and made available to the Polish readers. To date,
the most objective descriptions of the senseless destruction
of the city done methodically district by district, burnt
down by sonderkommandos are accounts of priest Peikert
and pastor Hans Horning [18]. My article was not aimed
at presenting a military doctrine of the defence of Festung
Breslau but at concentrating on a psychological aspect
of decisions made by Hanke. In my opinion, the fact that
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wanych przez Hankego decyzji. Zaniepokojenie Speera
stanem emocji gauleitera i dystans do jego decyzji wyra-
zony podczas spotkan w latach 1942—-1944 jest moim
zdaniem dowodem na narastanie kryzysu kompetencji
Hankego jako obroncy Festung Breslau. Zdaj¢ sobie spra-
we, ze dla kompletnego ukazania tta, na ktorym rozgry-
wata si¢ tragedia Wroctawia, konieczna bylaby analiza
strategii obrony innych twierdz III Rzeszy wiosng 1945 r.
— Glogowa i Szczecina. Badania te sg prowadzone przez
historykow militariow i dostepne w licznych zrodtach ar-
chiwalnychl!?.

Na internetowych forach Wratislaviae Amici mozemy
sledzi¢ zarliwe dyskusje mieszkancow Wroclawia pro-
bujacych odnalez¢ swoja tozsamos¢ w miescie, odkry¢
i oswoi¢ jego histori¢. Spieraja si¢ o topografi¢ nieist-
niejacych juz wroclawskich ulic i probuja odtworzy¢
tkanke miasta na podstawie archiwalnych fotografii po-
zyskiwanych na aukcjach i wydobywanych z rodzinnych
albumoéw. Opublikowane w ostatnich latach zbiory foto-
grafii lotniczych Wroctawia w latach przed wybuchem
II wojny $wiatowej i wykonane w roku 1947 ukazuja
dramat miasta i jego mieszkancow skazanych na wtadze
gauleitera by¢ moze opanowanego z3adza odwetu za nie-
szczesliwg mitos¢ [19], [20]. Moim zadaniem byta proba
ukazania osobistego dramatu cztowieka w obliczu ma-
chiny wojennej, uwiktania w emocjonalny, toksyczny
zwiazek, ktory jak ruch skrzydta motyla mogt uruchomié
tancuch wydarzen zakonczonych zagtada miasta.

17" Szczegblng role w ustaleniu faktow odgrywaja cztonkowie grup
rekonstrukcyjnych, ktorych wiedza coraz czgéciej oparta jest na zrod-
fach archiwalnych ze wspomnianych juz w tekécie archiwow nie-
mieckich.

Speer was upset by the Gauleiter’s emotional state and had
reservations regarding his decisions expressed during the
meetings in the years 1942—1944 proves the increase of
the crisis of Hanke’s competence as a defender of Festung
Breslau. I do realise that in order to achieve a complete
background against which the Wroctaw tragedy took
place, it would be necessary to analyse defensive strategies
of other fortresses of the Third Reich in the spring of
1945 — Glogow and Szczecin. This research is carried
out by military historians and its results are available in
numerous archival sources!’.

On the Internet forums Wratislaviae Amici we can
follow fervent debates of Wroctaw inhabitants who try
to find their identity in the city, to discover and be fami-
liarised with its history. They argue about the topography
of Wroctaw streets that no longer exist and try to reproduce
the city tissue on the basis of archival photographs acquired
during auctions and taken out of family photo albums.
The recently published collections of aerial photographs
of Wroctaw taken before the outbreak of the World War I1
and in 1947 present the drama of the city and its residents
who were doomed to the Gauleiter’s power who was
probably full of revenge desire for his unhappy love [19],
[20]. My purpose was to try to show the personal drama of
a man in the face of the war machine, his entanglement in
an emotional, toxic relationship which, like the movement
of the butterfly wings, could have started a chain of events
ending in the city destruction.

Translated by
Bogustaw Setkowicz

17" A particularly important role in determining facts is performed
by members of reconstruction groups whose knowledge is more and
more frequently based on archival sources from the aforementioned
German archives.
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Streszczenie

Artykut jest proba przedstawienia jednego watku z prywatnego zycia Karla Hankego, gauleitera Dolnego Slaska w latach 1940-1945. Jego
poswiadczony w materiatach zrodtowych — pamietnikach osob peliacych w latach III Rzeszy najwazniejsze stanowiska w zyciu politycznym
i kulturalnym — zwiazek z Magda Goebbels, zong ministra propagandy IlI Rzeszy, stat si¢ konicem kariery Hankego w Berlinie. Zaangazowanie
emocjonalne obu stron byto tak duze, ze w sprawie ewentualnego rozwodu zadecydowac miat sam kanclerz Adolf Hitler. Ze wzgledow wizerunkowych
nie wyrazil zgody, a Hanke w trybie natychmiastowym zostat oddelegowany mozliwie jak najdalej od Berlina. W styczniu 1940 r. przyjechat do
Wroctawia, by obja¢ stanowisko gauleitera. W poréwnaniu z berlinskimi realiami, byt to dla Hankego upadek i degradacja. Jeden z najbardziej
wplywowych ministrow, protektor i przyjaciel artystow — zeby wymieni¢ tylko najbardziej znane nazwiska: Alberta Speera, Lidy Baarovej, Leni
Riefenstahl, Gerdy Troost — powiernik osobistych tajemnic Josefa Goebbelsa, a jednoczesnie ich zdrajca musiat odnalez¢ si¢ w wojennych realiach
Wroctawia. W artykule postawitam hipoteze, ze obrona Festung Breslau byta aktem osobistej zemsty na miescie za wygnanie ze stolicy i nosi w sobie
symptomy ,,szalenstwa wiadzy”.

Stowa kluczowe: Karl Hanke, Magda Goebbels, Festung Breslau

Abstract

This article is an attempt to present an episode from the private life of Karl Hanke, the Gauleiter of Lower Silesia in 1940-1945. His love affair
with Magda Goebbels, wife of the Third Reich’s minister of propaganda, evidenced in source materials — the diaries of major participants in Nazi
Germany’s political and cultural life — led to the end of his brilliant career in Berlin. The emotional involvement of both lovers was so strong that the
issue of a possible divorce was to be decided by the Reich Chancellor, Adolf Hitler, himself. For political and moral reasons the Chancellor refused
to give his consent and Karl Hanke was immediately dispatched to a place as distant from Berlin as possible. In January 1940, he arrived in Wroctaw,
to take up the office of Gauleiter. In comparison to Berlin, for Hanke it meant a fall and a degradation. One of the most influential ministers and
a protector, friend of such prominent artists as Albert Speer, Lida Baarova, Leni Riefenstahl or Gerdy Troost, and a confidant to Joseph Goebbels,
whom he eventually betrayed — had to find his way in Wroctaw’s wartime reality. In this article I propose a hypothesis that the defence of Festung
Breslau was an act of Hanke’s personal revenge on the city for his exile from Berlin and showed symptoms of “a march of folly”.

Key words: Karl Hanke, Magda Goebbels, Festung Breslau
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