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BENEFITS OF NATURE. A PILOT STUDY 
ON THE PERCEPTION OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

KORZYSTANIE Z DOBRODZIEJSTW PRZYRODY. 
PILOTAŻOWE BADANIA DOTYCZĄCE PERCEPCJI 
KORZYŚCI PŁYNĄCYCH Z EKOSYSTEMÓW

STRESZCZENIE: W artykule zaprezentowano wyniki badań kwestionariuszowych przeprowadzonych wśród 

mieszkańców i turystów w wytypowanych miejscowościach gminy Nowinka (województwo podlaskie). Celem 

badań było określenie rzeczywistego korzystania z dobrodziejstw przyrody pochodzących z lokalnych ekosyste-

mów oraz rozpoznanie poziomu wiedzy respondentów dotyczącej czerpania z nich korzyści. Zastosowano meto-

dę door-to-door. Wskazano, jakie świadczenia ekosystemów są rozpoznawane i cenione przez lokalną społecz-

ność oraz czynniki różnicujące poziom świadomości badanych i rzeczywiste wykorzystanie świadczeń na terenie 

badań.

SŁOWA KLUCZOWE: ankieta door-to-door, pytania otwarte vs pytania zamknięte, Suwalszczyzna i Ziemia Augu-

stowska

Andrzej A� ek, Ph.D.  – Stanisław Leszczycki Institute of Geography and Spatial

       Organization Polish Academy of Sciences

Anna Kowalska, Ph.D.  – Stanisław Leszczycki Institute of Geography and Spatial 

       Organization Polish Academy of Sciences

correspondence address:

Polish Academy of Sciences 

Department of Geoecology and Climatology

Twarda 51/55, 00-818 Warsaw

e-mail: a.a� ek@twarda.pan.pl



S������ �	� 
�������� 155

Introduction

Linking Ecosystem Services and Human Well-being

Multiscale Assessments, 

The value of the world’s ecosystem services and natural capital

 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment,

Elsevier’s Dictionary of Biology Classi ication of 

ecosystem services: Problems and solutions

Mapping community values for natural capital and ecosystem services

Ecosystem services perception. The example of local governments representatives in 

Ma opolska voivodship

Public Participation GIS: A Method for Identifying Ecosystem Services

Local people value environmental 

services provided by forested parks

Valuating ecosystem services

Valuation of the ecosystem services: A psycho-cultural perspective

Mapping community values for natural capital and ecosystem services

Ecosystem services perception. The example of local governments representatives in 

Ma opolska voivodship

Mapping spatial attributes in survey research for natural resource management: 

Methods and applications
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Methods

door-to-door 

ecosystem services

bene its of nature

Tools for mapping social values of urban woodlands and other green 

areas

Bank Danych Lokalnych 
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Results

Respondents

Ecosystem services recognized and valued in the community

Actual use of local ecosystem services
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F i g u r e  1 

Bene� ts of nature recognized by respondents

Source: own elaboration.

F i g u r e  2 

Bene� ts of nature recognized by respondents. Comparison between rural and urban residents

Source: own elaboration.



CDFGHIJ KLG MKDINHKOJ 159

Discussion and conclusions

Local people value environmental services provided by forested parks

Challenges to the uptake of 

the ecosystem services rationale for conservation

Inadequate assessment of the ecosystem service 

rationale for conservation: reply to Ghazoul

Ecosystem services and human well-being: 

a participatory study in a mountain community in Portugal

Local people value environmental services provided by forested 

parks

Public Participation GIS: A Method for Identifying Ecosystem Services

F i g u r e  3 

Responses to open and closed questions about the bene� ts of nature

Source: own elaboration.
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bene its of nature

This research has been supported by National Science Centre within the framework of the project 

2012/07/B/ST10/04344 “Ecosystem services in young glacial landscape – assessment of resourc-

es, threats and utilisation”.

Public Participation GIS: A Method for Identifying Ecosystem 

Services

Assessing, mapping, and quantifying cultur-

al ecosystem services at community leve

Gender, values, and environmentalism

Visitor perceptions of rural land-

scapes: a case study of the Peak District National Park, England

Assessing, map-

ping, and quantifying cultural ecosystem services at community leve

Spatial quanti ication and valuation of cultural ecosystem 

services in an agricultural landscape


