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APPLICATION OF SELF-EXCITED SYNCHRONOUS  
GENERATOR WITH INVERTER AS DC GRID VOLTAGE 

SOURCE 
 
 

Self-excited generators are the most popular voltage sources installed onboard of 
modern ships. Because of fuel savings on some specialized vessels (PSV, cable layers 
etc.) varying revolutions drives are used and this trend seems to increase. Very interest-
ing issue is use of such type of alternator working with inverter acting as rectifier in DC 
grid system. As the control method most suitable to use is modified field oriented control 
known from induction machines. This control method involves decoupling of currents 
and control voltages to flux and torque components and keeping them in optimal (or-
thogonal) condition. Theoretical background of inverter and synchronous generator 
adopted FOC control method along with experimental results obtained in laboratory of 
such system were presented. 
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1. PROPERTIES OF SELF-EXCTITED SYNCHRONOUS  
GENERATOR WITH VOLTAGE REGULATOR 

 
The 7 kVA self-excited synchronous generator (SESG) driven by squirrel 

cage motor was used for purpose of investigation. To obtain proper intermediate 
direct current voltage level electric generator has to be controlled in certain way. 
Because of self-excitation and use of the compound transformer feeding voltage 
regulator in synchronous generator there is no need to independent control of 
reactive current control so the field oriented control (FOC) algorithm was cho-
sen. Compound transformer is very important part of investigated system be-
cause it assures proper excitation current that is composed of vector sum of re-
sulting phase voltages and currents  

In Fig. 1, the scheme of a brushless self-excited synchronous generator with 
compound excitation system and a voltage regulator is presented. The excitation 
winding of the synchronous generator receives power from the rotating rectifier, 
which is powered by a secondary coil of the compound current transformer. The 
compound transformer contains current coil (coilI) and a voltage coil (coilU). The 
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In contrary permanent magnet synchronous generators have more linear de-
pendence between rotational speed and generated voltages, so PMSG’s slightly 
altered control techniques can be used for synchronous generators with com-
pound voltage regulators. This property leads to conclusion that such type of 
generator can operate in limited range of rotational speed then PMSG.  
 

1.1. Principle of synchronous generator operation 
 

The classical control principle of the synchronous generators with independ-
ent exciting winding is well known, considering the frequency and voltage con-
trol by means of the active and reactive power adjustment. The active power is 
coming from the mechanical drive such as Diesel or gas combustion engines 
while the reactive power is commanded and controlled with the DC current exci-
tation winding and voltage regulator. In most case the two control loops are op-
erating separately each to others with use of RPM’s governor and voltage regu-
lator. This kind of operation may be considered as a scalar control procedure, 
which disregards some phenomena, i.e. the coupling effect between electrical 
axis the synchronous generator [1]. The vector control is based on the field-
orientation principle. It can be used as an AC induction motor drives control, but 
also for squirrel cage generator running. Because of its performance during tran-
sient operation modes, it comes quite close to direct current machines. The 
mathematical background of the dynamic model and vector control of AC ma-
chine is given by the space-phasor theory [1], [5]. Thanks to field oriented con-
trol simplicity of DC machines control got into the AC motors and generators 
methods. The rotor flux oriented synchronous machine model is similar to a 
shunt excited direct current machine. It is suitable for the simulation of the syn-
chronous generator operation, but the control will be realized with the field ori-
ented model considering the resultant stator flux. This model leads to the analo-
gy with the compensated DC machine, which allows the independent control of 
the two variables that produce the machine torque [1], [4], [5], [6]. In Fig. 5 
there are shown the stator field oriented components of the stator current: 

  sqsds iii  j  (1) 

while the armature coil flux equals to: 

   sqmqsdmdsssqsssdss iLiL  j j   (2) 

where λs is the angular position of the resultant stator flux Ψs. 
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As it can be observed that with rotational speed increase active current value 
drops because the amount of generated power is still the same. What is im-
portant all characteristics can be customized for flawless work with digital ener-
gy management system and digital governors to obtain optimal fuel consumption 
by prime movers [5]. 

  
4. CONCLUSIONS AND FURTHER WORK 

 
Proposed system including variable speed generators in altered versions is 

now tested onboard of few seagoing specialized vessels. Estimated fuel savings 
values are in range between 22% and 30% depending on the ships work condi-
tions. As it was proven in laboratory test bench system is very stable and DC 
voltage variations does not exceed 5% in steady state and 10% in transient oper-
ation. Further work will focus on integrating ultracapacitors with controlled DC-
DC converter to presented system. Thanks to its properties, the system will be 
further developed towards further optimization and easy integration with exist-
ing solutions. 
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