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The first state of Georg Freudenhammer’s map
of Palatinatus Posnaniensis from 1645

Abstract. The subject of this analysis is Georg Freudenhammer’s map of Palatinatus Posnaniensis,
editions of which were published by all major publishing houses of the 17" century: the Blaeu family, Jans-
sonius, Schenk/Valk or Janssonius van Waesbergen. The formerly unknown first state was dedicated to the
new Queen of Poland, Louise Marie Gonzaga. The author hypothesises that it was probably a gift from the
author of the map, who participated in Krzysztof Opalinski’s envoy to the future queen. The speed at which
this work was produced did not allow for its final completion, so in the later state of the map, a number of
additions were made, the addressee of the dedication was changed, and the text of the royal privilege to print
it was added. Several features indicate that Freudenhammer’s original intention was changed over time, and
the new addressee of the work became the author’s employer and mentor — Krzysztof Opalinski.

Keywords: Georg Freudenhammer’s map of Palatinatus Posnaniensis, Polish cartography of the 17" century,
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One of the Old Polish cartography’s most
important works is the Palatinatus Posnaniensis
map by Georg' (Jerzy) Freudenhammer. We
know little about the biography of the map’s
author. The first information was provided by
Samuel Linde (1771-1847) in his work Jano-
ciana: Freudenhammer supposedly came from
Wschowa and was a medical officer (chief
physician) in the city of Poznan (Linde, 1819,
pp. 125-126). This episode in the cartogra-
pher’s life is later recalled by tukaszewicz
(1797-1873) in his Obraz historyczno-staty-
styczny miasta Poznania (Historical and statis-
tical picture of the city of Poznan), detailing
what the work of the city physician consisted
of, yet the source of his knowledge is Linde

" The author’s signature on the map, dedicated to Opa-
linski, was “G.F.M.” [= Georg Freudenhammer Medicus]
(Blaeu’s and Janssonius’s version). Some scholars have
questioned the validity of interpreting the initial of the name
as “Georg”. Rutkowski (2015, pp. 422—423) believes that
the name was “Gotfryd”. We will not settle this issue here,
as it requires separate biographical studies; we will consi-
stently use the more common form “Georg” in the literature.

cited above (Lukaszewicz, 1838, p. 25). Little
else can be found in Wrzosek’s (1948-1958,
p. 132) biographical note in the Polski Stownik
Biograficzny (Polish Biographical Dictionary),
albeit here the author also mentions the post
of physician to the Poznan Voivode Krzysztof
Opalinski (1609-1655). He probably held this
post from 1643; such a date may follow from
an analysis of a letter by Krzysztof Opalinski to
his brother tukasz (1612-1662), sent from
Sierakéw on 27 October 1643, in which he
wrote that Freudenhammer was “a mercenary
at my service and my household.”? Similarly,
scanty information can be found in Wielkopol-
ski stownik biograficzny (Greater Poland Bio-
graphical Dictionary, Gorska-Gotaska (1981)).

2 Cf. Pollak et al. (1957, p. 181). In a footnote to the letter,
the authors of the study state that Freudenhammer dedicat-
ed a certain “work” to Opalinski, which contained a descrip-
tion and maps (sic!) of Palatinatus Posnaniensis. It seems,
however, that this does not refer to any “work”, but simply
to the map, as it is its very title they mention. Such a date
(“about 1643”) can be found in Hajdukiewicz (1974, pp.
167-168).

© 2023 Author. This is an open access article licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.
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A significant event in Freudenhammer’s
activity was his participation in Voivode Opa-
linski’s envoy to France in 1645. Opalinski was
to marry, per procura, Marie Louise Gonzaga
(1611-1667; as a Queen of Poland her name
was Louise Mary) on behalf of King Wtadystaw
IV (1595-1648), and then accompany her on
a trip to Poland. We know the description of the
mission from a number of sources, including
Krzysztof’s letters to tukasz. Freudenhammer
is mentioned several times in these letters. His
role was not only that of a medic, but also that
of a kind of secretary to the voivode, taking
care, together with Baron Jan Ludwik Wolzogen
(1599-1661), of the proper setting of the lega-
tion and the early notification of cities along
the route with specially printed advice letters

(Pollak et al. 1957, p. 280; Sajkowski, 1956,
p. 245). Freudenhammer traveled with the
embassy through Amsterdam, and they even
stayed there for a while. Opalinski purchased
many works of art, (Sajkowski, 1956, p. 246)
and perhaps it was during this time that Freu-
denhammer established contact with Blaeu
and decided to have the map printed by him.
The copperplate certainly remained in Amster-
dam, and over time, Freudenhammer sent
corrections to it, perhaps to one of the copies
he owned.

The map, whose author was Freudenham-
mer, has so far received little attention in the
Polish literature. The basic work, which, however,
assesses its cartometric quality is the article
by Kwiatkowska-Gadomska and Pietkiewicz

Figure 1. Map of Palatinatus Posnaniensis edited by J. Blaeu (Atlas Maior, Amsterdam 1662;
from the collection of the National Library, ZZK 14 781, Public domain)
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Figure 2. Map of Palatinatus Posnaniensis — first edition of 1645 (Bibliothéque nationale de France,
département Arsenal, EST-1513 (89), sign. ark:/12148/btv1b531921813, Public domain)

(1980). On the other hand, scattered informa-
tion was collected by tuczynski (2017) in the
relevant part of his synthesis of the history of
cartography of the Polish lands. Until now,
citing Rastawiecki, it was believed that before
the “regular” edition of the map in 1645 in
Amsterdam by Joannes Blaeu (1596-1673),
another, previously considered lost (unknown)
edition had been published.® In reality, how-
ever, Rastawiecki characterizes the second state
of the map, which was included in Visscher’s
composite atlas. It's difficult to determine what
the dating is based on, perhaps it was taken from

3 Rastawiecki (1846, p. 80) writes about an “extremely
rare” copy of the map from the first edition, included in
Piscator’s (Visscher’s) atlas, but quotes a dedication to
Opalinski; this is followed by Kozica and Pezda (2002, item
K 82/1-6).

one of the other maps in Visscher’s atlas.* The
map, engraved by Gerard Coeck (1608-1649),
was published in the atlases of the Blaeu family
(1659, 1662, 1663, 1664, c. 1670, (van der Krogt,
2000, item 1910:2) Figure 1) and — on a slightly
smaller scale — in Amsterdam by Johannes
Janssonius (1588—-1664) and his heirs (Johan-
nes Janssonius van \Waesberghe), i.a. in 1664,
1675, c. 1680, 1687 (van der Krogt, 1997, item
1910:1.1).

What the first state of the map looked like can
be explained by the copy of the map held in
the National Library of Paris (Palatinatus Posna-
niensis in Majori Polonia primarii nova delinatio
/per G.F.M., sign. ark:/12148/btv1b531921813,

4 Visscher’'s composite atlases are never dated. Based
on the included maps most of these atlases are made
between the 1670s and 1720s (van der Krogt, 2023).
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Figure 3. Comparison of dedicatory cartouches of the first and second state (excerpts from Figures 1 and 2)

Figure 2)°. The map is an uncoloured copper-
plate engraving, also engraved by G. Coeck
(signed in the lower right corner: Gerard Coeck
Sculpsit), published by Johannes Blaeu (sig-
nature near the lower frame: Amsterdami, Exc.
Joannes Blaeu). At first glance, this copy re-
sembles the map in Blaeu’s atlases, but one
may notice several significant differences
upon closer examination, both in the iconogra-
phic programme and in the content. Since it
is clear that both maps were printed from the
same copperplate, the Paris copy can be con-
sidered as the first state of this map.

An ornate cartouche in the upper left corner
of the map shows a dedication to Queen Marie
Louise. The cartouche contains the following
dedication:

To the most serene Princess and Lady P.
Louise Marie, by God’s grace, Queen of
Poland and Sweden, Grand Duchess of Li-
thuania, Ruthenia, Prussia, Mazovia, etc.
born as Princess of Mantua and Montferrat,
as well as Nevers, Mayenne and Rhetel, to
my Most Gracious Lady, as a gift is given
and dedicated by G.[eorg] Freudenhamer,
medical doctor.

5 | would like to thank Jakub Jan Stotpiec, who admini-
sters the website www.grafikahistoryczna.pl, for bringing
this copy to my attention.

When creating the map, the author of the
dedication alluded to the origins of the queen,
whose family, originating from northern ltaly,
was well established at the French court. The
dedication is surmounted by a shield of arms,
flanked by two putti, bearing two composite
coats of arms: that of the Republic and that of
the Gonzagas, the lords of Mantua and Mont-
ferrat and at the same time the imperial vassals.
Above the shields, we find a closed royal
crown; the other, smaller one is below the
shields and surmounts the braided initials:
VLR [= Vladislaus Ludovica Reges]. On the
second state of the map, the cartouche re-
mained, but the dedication to the queen was
replaced with a dedication to Krzysztof Opalinski,
and his coat of arms was included (Figure 3).
In addition to the queen’s complex multi-field
coat of arms, the map incorporated the coat of
arms of the Republic of Poland as a counter-
point in the upper right-hand corner: the coat
of arms features an eagle with its head facing
to the right (heraldic left), placed on a car-
touche and surmounted by a closed royal
crown.

Below the dedication cartouche, Freuden-
hammer placed an ornamental drapery with
a Latin panegyric in honour of the future queen,
which in the late state of the map was replaced
by a praise of the homeland, Polonia Maior
(Figure 4):
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FOR THE QUEEN
Bride, you soon with your husband will raise
with a victorious hand

The royal sceptre over the Northern Lands:
Accept, as a happy divination, part of the King-
dom on paper,

Which for thee and thine shall be permanent

territory.

Georg Freudenhammer, medic

The analysed map also lacks the mention of
the royal privilege that Blaeu (or Freudenham-
mer himself?) received for the publication of
the map. In the later state, the privilege was
placed to the right of the title cartouche.

* kK

A separate category of differences comprises
missing additions and errors in the content.
The upper and lower frames (here blank) lack
the division into degrees and minutes that
were introduced in the next state. Across the
entire surface, there are delicate, diagonally
running guide lines made by hand with ink, but
their purpose is difficult to determine. In the
northern part, Watcz (P. Wafcz, D. Die Krone)
swapped places with Czaplinek (Czaplinek).
After this error was corrected, lakes Radun
and Zamkowe (without names) were added to
the atlas maps in the vicinity of Watcz. The
first state also shows a road from Swarzedz
(Squarzenc, P. Grzymotowo,® G. Schwarsentz)
through Poznan (P. Posnan, G. Posen) and
further Pniewy (P. Pniewi, G. Poune), Siera-
kow (P. Sierakow, G. Zirckaw) to Drezdenko
(P. Dresno, G. Driesen), which is removed in
the later state. It is difficult to say what was the
purpose of that road. This is not the Polonia
Maior (Greater Poland) section of the legation,
as this set off from Sierakéw and not from
Swarzedz. Compared to the first state, the
second state features more elaborate carto-
graphic symbols of some localities: in the case
of Poznan, more towers and a pastoral (denot-
ing the seat of a diocese) were added, Gniezno
(P. Gnesna, G. Gnisen), Wschowa (P. Zchowa,

8 The name “Grzymotowo” (Grzymatéw) is an interesting
record of the brief existence of another name for Swarzedz.
According to Bobrowicz and Plater, this name was given by
the new (from the early 17" century) owner of the town — Zyg-
munt Grudzinski, coat-of-arms Grzymata (c. 1568—1653),
but this name did not last long. Cf. Bobrowicz and Plater
(1846, pp. 22, footnote 3).
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Figure 4. Panegyric in honour of the queen
(excerpt from Figure 2, Bibliothéque nationale
de France, département Arsenal, EST-1513 (89),
sign. ark:/12148/btv1b531921813, Public domain)

G. Frawstadt), Koscian (P. Koscian, G. Kosten)
and Watcz (as mentioned above) also have
more towers.

There is also a set of errors which are not
corrected, e.g. incorrect location of Sarnéwko
(here: Sarnowo) near Rawicz or errors relating
to distance.”

* k%

Freudenhammer must have been proud of
his study, so he thought it might make a perfect
gift for the queen of Poland. He dedicated the
work to her, which was, after all, a fairly common
practice at the time (Skrycki, 2022). We can
assume that only a few copies of this map
were printed at that time.

At this point, it is also necessary to question
the date of publication of the atlas map com-
monly accepted in the Polish literature (de facto
second state). Following an enigmatic mention
by Rastawiecki (see footnote 3), all research-
ers accepted the year of 1645 as the date the
map dedicated to Opalinski was published.
However, Rastawiecki was describing the
second state of the map, while the first state
likely originated between the marriage (Novem-
ber 5, 1645) and the coronation (July 15, 1646).
Therefore, | believe that, following van der
Krogt, the publication date for the second state
should be considered as 1659 in the second
(Spanish-language) volume of Blaeu’s atlas.?

7 Georeferencing of both maps in QGIS was carried out
by Grzegorz Kiarszys.

8 Nuevo atlas de las partes orientales de Evropa; see:
van der Krogt (2000, item 1910:2).



The first state of Georg Freudenhammer’s map of Palatinatus Posnaniensis from 1645 55

Acknowledgements. The text was prepared
as part of the grant awarded by the National
Programme for the Development of the Huma-

References

Blaeu, J., (Ed.). (1645). Palatinatus Posnaniensis in
Majori Polonia primarii nova delinatio / per G.F.M.
(ark:/12148/btv1b531921813), Bibliotheque natio-
nale de France, département Arsenal, EST-1513
(89), Paris, France. https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/
btv1b531921813/f1.item

Blaeu, J., (Ed.). (1659, 1662). Palatinatvs Posna-
niensis. in Maiori Polonia Primarii Nova Delineatio.
Per G.EM. (ZZK 14 781), Biblioteka Narodowa,
Magazyn Kartografii, Warszawa, Poland. https:/
polona.pl/preview/86d7eaab-00d6-4bda-bf5f-
-b3a3c2214295

Bobrowicz, J. N., & Plater, L. (1846). Opisanie histo-
ryczno-statystyczne Wielkiego Ksieztwa Poznari-
skiego. (2nd ed.). Ksiggarnia Zagraniczna.

Gorska-Gotaska, K. (1981). Freudenhamer G. In
Wielkopolski stownik biograficzny (pp. 187—188).
Panstwowe Wydawnictwo Naukowe.

Hajdukiewicz, L. (1974). Freudenhammer Jerzy Zyg-
fryd. In B. Suchodolski (Ed.), Historia nauki pol-
skiej (Vol. 6, pp. 167-168). Zaktad Narodowy
im. Ossolinskich, Polska Akademia Nauk.

Kozica, K. & Pezda, J. (2002). Imago Poloniae.
Dawna Rzeczpospolita na mapach, dokumentach
i starodrukach w zbiorach Tomasza Niewodniczan-
skiego (Vol. 2). Agencja Reklamowo-Wydawnicza
Arkadiusz Grzegorczyk.

Kwiatkowska-Gadomska, G., & Pietkiewicz, S. (1980).
,Mapa ,Palatinatus Posnaniensis” Jerzego Freu-
denhammera. Studia i Materiaty do Dziejow Nauki
Polskiej, series C, (24), 79—-112.

Linde, S. T. (1819). Janociana sive clalorum atque
illustrium Poloniae auctorum mecenatumque
memoriae miscellae. Collegii Scholarum Piarum.

tuczynski, J., (2017). Mapa wojewddztwa poznanskie-
go Jerzego (Georga) Freudenhammera z 1645 r.
In S. Alexandrowicz, J. tuczynski & R. Skrycki

nities (Narodowy Program Rozwoju Humani-
styki) — Monumenta Poloniae Cartographica
No. NPRH/DN/SP/496011/2021/10.

(Eds.), Nauki Pomocnicze Historii. Seria nowa: Hi-
storia kartografii ziem polskich do konca XVIII wie-
ku (pp. 110-113), Wydawnictwo DiG.

tukaszewicz, J. (1838). Obraz historyczno-staty-
styczny miasta Poznania w dawniejszych czasach,
Vol. 1. Pompejusz C.A.

Pollak, R., Petczynski., M., & Sajkowski, A. (Eds.).
(1957). Listy Krzysztofa Opaliriskiego do brata t.u-
kasza 1641-1653. Zaktad Narodowy im. Ossolin-
skich.

Rastawiecki, E. (1846). Mappografia dawnej Polski.
Druk. S. Orgelbranda.

Rutkowski, H. (2015). Freudenhamer Gotfryd. In B. Or-
towski (Ed.), Polski wktad w przyrodoznawstwo i
technike. Stowniki polskich i zwigzanych z Polskg
odkrywcow, wynalazcow oraz pionierow nauk
matematyczno-przyrodniczych i techniki (Vol. 1,
pp. 422—-423). Instytut Historii Nauki im. L. i A. Bir-
kenmajeréw PAN, IPN Warszawa.

Sajkowski, A., (1956). Krzysztofa Opalinskiego ,dro-
ga francuska”. Studia i Materiaty do Dziejéw Wiel-
kopolski i Pomorza, 2(1), 243-262.

Skrycki, R. (2022). Mapa jako ksigzka. O ramie wy-
dawniczej, dedykacjach i nietypowym przypadku
Eilharda Lubinusa. In K. topatecki (Ed.), Z Dziejow
Kartografii: Vol. 24. Mapa a tekst (pp. 305-320).
Instytut Historii Nauki PAN.

van der Krogt, P. (1997). Koeman'’s Atlantes Neer-
landici. New Edition (Vol. 1). Brill.

van der Krogt, P. (2000). Koeman'’s Atlantes Neer-
landici. New Edition (Vol. 2). Brill.

van der Krogt, P. (2023). Koeman'’s Atlantes Neer-
landici. New Edition (Vol. 5). Brill. [in preparation]

Wrzosek, A. (1948-1958). Freudenhamer Jerzy In
W. Konopczynski (Ed.), Polski Stownik Biograficzny
(Vol. 7, p. 132). Polska Akademia Umiejetnosci.



