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WACŁAW SERUGA

…co z tà formà?
…what about the form?

The role and significance of an architectural and urban form in a

contemporarily shaped housing environment is huge1. Urban

forms determine interiors, their scales as well as the composition

and individuality of urban complexes or a fragment of a city. In a

friendly, healthy and ecological housing environment, architectural

and urban forms ought to decide about the quality and humanistic

value of residential complexes. The problem of the reception of a

form by an inhabitant of a residential complex cannot be

overestimated. An aesthetic and human-friendly architectural form

he identifies with is beneficial for his psyche and accepted. A

“friendly form” may be understood in various manners. Therefore,

satisfying the individual aesthetic needs of a resident of a detached

house is the easiest option.

An architectural and urban form shaped in direct contact with

greenery – aesthetic, medially economical, friendly, in harmony

with nature and the surroundings – could answer the question

“… what about the form?”. Perhaps this direction of search in

shaping human settlements will be accepted by societies.

Seruga&Seruga Architectural Bureau designed Academic Estate

in Skar˝yƒskiego St., Kraków, whose functional, spatial and

compositional solution partially allows for the abovementioned

ideological assumptions2.

The estate under construction is located on the undeveloped

grounds of the former airport in Czy˝yny, at the meeting point of

two municipal investment zones of Kraków and Nowa Huta. Its

transport is mainly based upon a north–south street on the

western side of the complex, also servicing investment quarters

of the future development of the Special Economic Zone. A street

designed on the southern side joins a residential complex under

design with Skar˝yƒskiego Street. The streets make the external

layout of the estate’s transport, service their car parks and relieve

the interior of the estate from the nuisances of vehicular traffic

because the design of internal transport service assumes limited

accessibility for cars with privileged pedestrian and bicycle traffic.

The main compositional axis of the layout is an internal main

pedestrian and bicycle north–south street (a walking alley) which

joins individual residential quarters. In the central part of the estate,

a pedestrian and bicycle street intersects with the crosswise layout

of the main interior of a square with a recreational function. The

junction of the course of the pedestrian and bicycle street and

the square axis is emphasized by an architectural accent: a

fountain or a flowerbed. The spatial composition of the housing

estate is closely related to the existing urban context, e.g. 11-

storey halls of residence belonging to Cracow University of

Technology. The urban layout of the estate takes the division into

Ro la i zna cze nie for my ar chi tek to nicz nej i urba ni stycz nej we
wspó∏ cze Ênie kszta∏ to wa nym Êro do wi sku miesz ka nio wym jest
zna czà ca1. For my urba ni stycz ne wy zna cza jà bo wiem wn´ trza
oraz okre Êla jà ska l´ tych wn´trz. Jed no cze Ênie de cy du jà
o kom po zy cji i in dy wi du al no Êci ze spo ∏ów urba ni stycz nych lub
frag men tu mia sta. W przy ja znym, zdro wym i eko lo gicz nym Êro -
do wi sku miesz ka nio wym for my ar chi tek to nicz ne i urba ni stycz -
ne po win ny sta no wiç o ja ko Êci i hu ma ni stycz nej war to Êci ze -
spo ∏ów miesz ka nio wych. Nie do prze ce nie nia jest pro blem od -
bio ru for my przez miesz kaƒ ca ze spo ∏u miesz ka nio we go. For -
ma ar chi tek to nicz na es te tycz na i przy ja zna dla cz∏o wie ka, z któ -
rà si´ uto˝ sa mia, sprzy ja je go psy chi ce i jest ak cep to wa na. 

For ma ar chi tek to nicz na i urba ni stycz na kszta∏ to wa na w bez po -
Êred nim kon tak cie z zie le nià, es te tycz na, oszcz´d na w Êrod -
kach wy ra zu, przy ja zna, w har mo nii z przy ro dà i oto cze niem
sta no wiç mo ̋ e od po wiedê na py ta nie… co z tà for mà?”. Byç
mo ̋ e ten kie ru nek po szu ki waƒ w kszta∏ to wa niu sie dlisk ludz -
kich b´ dzie za ak cep to wa ny i przy j´ ty przez spo ∏e czeƒ stwa. 

W Kra ko wie przy ul. Skar ̋ yƒ skie go zo sta ∏o za pro jek to wa ne
przez Se ru ga&Se ru ga Biu ro Ar chi tek to nicz ne Osie dle Aka de -
mic kie uwzgl´d nia jà ce w roz wià za niu funk cjo nal no-prze strzen -
nym i kom po zy cyj nym cz´ Êcio wo wy ̋ ej wy mie nio ne za ∏o ̋ e nia
ide owe2. 
Osie dle b´ dà ce w fa zie re ali za cji zlo ka li zo wa ne jest na te re -
nach nie za bu do wa nych by ∏e go lot ni ska w Czy ̋ y nach, rów no -
cze Ênie na sty ku dwóch stref za in we sto wa nia miej skie go Sta re -
go Kra ko wa i No wej Hu ty. Ko mu ni ka cja osie dla opar ta zo sta ∏a
g∏ów nie o uli c´ bie gnà cà na kie run ku pó∏ noc–po ∏u dnie po za -
chod niej stro nie ze spo ∏u, ob s∏u gu jà cà rów nie˝ kwar ta ∏y in we -
sty cyj ne przy sz∏ej za bu do wy Spe cjal nej Stre fy Eko no micz nej.
Za pro jek to wa na od stro ny po ∏u dnio wej uli ca ∏à czy pro jek to wa -
ny ze spó∏ miesz ka nio wy z uli cà Skar ̋ yƒ skie go. Uli ce te sta no -
wià uk∏ad ze wn´trz ny ko mu ni ka cji osie dlo wej i ob s∏u gu jà zlo -
ka li zo wa ne przy nich par kin gi, uwal nia jàc wn´ trze osie dla
od ucià˝ li wo Êci ru chu sa mo cho do we go, bo wiem pro jekt we -
wn´trz nej ob s∏u gi ko mu ni ka cyj nej za k∏a da ogra ni cze nie do -
st´p no Êci dla sa mo cho dów, z pierw szeƒ stwem ru chu pie sze go
i ro we ro we go.

G∏ów nà oÊ kom po zy cyj nà za ∏o ̋ e nia sta no wi we wn´trz na g∏ów -
na uli ca pie szo-jezd na (cor so spa ce ro we) o prze bie gu pó∏ noc
–po ∏u dnie, któ ra ∏à czy po szcze gól ne kwar ta ∏y miesz ka nio we.
W cz´ Êci cen tral nej osie dla uli ca pie szo-jezd na krzy ̋ u je si´
z uk∏a dem po przecz nym g∏ów ne go wn´ trza pla cu o funk cji re -
kre acyj nej. Skrzy ̋ o wa nie cià gu uli cy pie szo-jezd nej z osià te -
go pla cu zo sta ∏o pod kre Êlo ne ak cen tem ar chi tek to nicz nym;



a public and a semiprivate space into consideration. The

former is the space of streets and squares; the latter includes

areas surrounded by residential buildings and separated with

hedges. The interiors of recreational greenery are meant for

the residents of a given group of buildings exclusively.

As opposed to the loosely developed surrounding housing

estates, the accepted spatial composition of Academic Estate

is based on some factors determining its urban, compact

character and the construction of quarters with precisely

designed lines of buildings as well as on a specific function

of individual urban interiors and the defined course and

location of streets and squares. Geometrical buildings in the

southern and central parts of the complex develop into an

individual form of residential buildings in its northern part.

Compact residential buildings of uniform height (4–5

residential storeys), based upon rhythmical motifs, were

applied. Reflecting their function, the form of the residential

buildings results from the layout on a southern slope. The

location of the buildings on the slope is related to the design

of high ground floors meant for garages. The ground floor

walls made of silicate brick will be covered with climbing

plants in order to create a living “ecological pedestal of the

buildings”. Warm colours integrated with the surrounding

greenery are planned for the buildings.

Endnotes:
1. Acc. to A Dictionary of the Polish Language 1983 Vol. 1. A

form is << a set of artistic means used by an artist; an external

expression of a work of art >>.
2. Academic Estate in Kraków for 509 flats was designed on a

4.2-ha plot in the years 2002–2007 and is under construction

at present. Buildings Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 were implemented until

2008.

The design was prepared at Seruga&Seruga Architectural

Bureau Ltd. The authors of the design: Ma∏gorzata

Buratyƒska-Seruga and Wac∏aw Seruga. The design team:

Wac∏aw Seruga – the principal designer, Ma∏gorzata

Buratyƒska-Seruga; Patrycja Maciejowska-Haupt (buildings

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9); Mi∏osz Kowalski (buildings Nos. 1, 2, 5);

Wojciech Lubicz Lisowski (buildings Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8); El˝bieta

Kusiƒska (buildings Nos. 4, 7); Piotr Celewicz (buildings Nos.

4, 6, 9). The investor: Akopol Ltd. Kraków, the President of the

Board of Directors – Czes∏aw Wilczyƒski.

[il.1] Osie dle Aka de mic kie w Kra ko wie.
Kom po zy cja ze spo ∏u miesz ka nio we go:
1,2 – wie lo ro dzin ne bu dyn ki miesz kal ne; 
1 – uli ce jezd ne kla sy L i D, 
2 – uli ca pie sza z do pusz czal nym ru chem
ko ∏o wym, 
3 – do jaz dy do par kin gów pod ziem nych 
i na ziem nych, 4 – chod ni ki i cià gi pie sze, 
5 – ciàg pie szy han dlo wy, 
6 – us∏u gi zlo ka li zo wa ne 
w par te rze bu dyn ku nr 9, 
7 – ak cent wod ny – fon tan na, 
8 – ta ra sy nad ga ra ̋ a mi pod ziem ny mi.
[pic. 1] Academic Estate in Kraków. 
The composition of the residential complex:
1, 2 – multifamily residential buildings; 
1 – L- and D-class vehicular streets, 
2 – a pedestrian street with admissible
vehicular traffic, 
3 – access roads to underground and
ground car parks, 
4 – pavements and pedestrian routes, 
5 – a pedestrian trade route, 
6 – services located in the ground 
floor of building No. 9, 
7 – a water accent – a fountain, 
8 – terraces with underground car parks.

[il. 2, 3] Architektura budynku mieszkalnego

nr 5

[pic. 2, 3] The architecture of residential

building No. 5

[il. 4] Wn´trze rekreacyjne Osiedla

Akademickiego

[pic. 4] The recreational interior of Academic

Estate.

fon tan nà lub klom bem. Kom po zy cja prze strzen na osie dla miesz -
ka nio we go wià ̋ e si´ Êci Êle z za sta nym kon tek stem urba ni stycz -
nym, uwzgl´d nia jàc m.in. 11-kon dy gna cyj nà za bu do w´ do mów
stu denc kich Po li tech ni ki Kra kow skiej. Uk∏ad urba ni stycz ny osie dla
po wsta∏ z uwzgl´d nie niem po dzia ∏u na prze strzeƒ pu blicz nà oraz
pó∏ pry wat nà. Prze strzeƒ pu blicz na to prze strzeƒ ulic i pla ców.
Prze strze nie pó∏ pry wat ne to te re ny oto czo ne za bu do wà miesz ka -
nio wà i wy dzie lo ne ˝y wo p∏o ta mi. Wn´ trza zie le ni wy po czyn ko wej
prze zna czo ne zo sta ∏y wy ∏àcz nie dla miesz kaƒ ców da nej gru py za -
bu do wy. 

Przy j´ ta kom po zy cja prze strzen na Osie dla Aka de mic kie go
w opo zy cji do luê no za bu do wa nych ota cza jà cych osie dli miesz -
ka nio wych zo sta ∏a opar ta na prze s∏an kach wy zna cza jà cych jej
miej ski, zwar ty cha rak ter i bu do w´ kwar ta ∏ów o Êci Êle wy zna czo -
nych li niach za bu do wy. Jak rów nie˝ na okre Êlo nej funk cji po -
szcze gól nych wn´trz urba ni stycz nych oraz zde fi nio wa nym prze -
bie gu i lo ka li za cji ulic i pla ców. Za bu do wa ze spo ∏u w cz´ Êci po ∏u -
dnio wej i Êro do wej geo me trycz na, prze cho dzi w cz´ Êci pó∏ noc nej
w in dy wi du al nà for m´ za bu do wy miesz ka nio wej. Za sto so wa no
za bu do w´ miesz ka nio wà zwar tà, o ujed no li co nej wy so ko Êci (4
do 5 kon dy gna cji miesz ka nio wych), opar tà na ryt micz nych mo ty -
wach. For ma bu dyn ków miesz kal nych, sta no wiàc od zwier cie dle -
nie funk cji, wy ni ka jed no cze Ênie z uk∏a du za bu do wy na sto ku po -
∏u dnio wym. Lo ka li za cja za bu do wy na sto ku wià ̋ e si´ z za pro jek -
to wa niem wy so kie go przy zie mia wy ko rzy sta ne go na usy tu owa -
nie ga ra ̋ y. Mu ry przy zie mia wy ko na ne z ce g∏y si li ka to wej b´ dà
ob ro Êni´ te pnà cza mi, stwa rza jàc ˝y wy „eko lo gicz ny co kó∏ bu -
dyn ków”. Prze wi du je si´ ko lo ry sty k´ bu dyn ków cie p∏à, zin te gro -
wa nà z ota cza jà cà zie le nià. 

Przypisy:
1 Wg S∏ow ni ka j´ zy ka pol skie go 1983 r., t. I. For ma to „ze spó∏ Êrod ków ar ty stycz -

nych u˝y tych przez ar ty st´; wy raz ze wn´trz ny dzie ∏a sztu ki”.
2 Osie dle Aka de mic kie w Kra ko wie dla 509 miesz kaƒ zo sta ∏o za pro jek to wa ne

na dzia∏ ce o wiel ko Êci 4,2 ha w la tach 2002–2007 i jest obec nie re ali zo wa ne.

Do 2008r. zre ali zo wa no bu dyn ki nr 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

Pro jekt opra co wa no w Se ru ga&Se ru ga – Biu ro Ar chi tek to nicz ne Sp. z o.o. Au to -

rzy pro jek tu: Ma∏ go rza ta Bu ra tyƒ ska-Se ru ga i Wa c∏aw Se ru ga. Ze spó∏ pro jek to -

wy: Wa c∏aw Se ru ga – g∏ów ny pro jek tant, Ma∏ go rza ta Bu ra tyƒ ska-Se ru ga; Pa try -

cja Ma cie jow ska-Haupt (bu dyn ki nr 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9); Mi ∏osz Ko wal ski (bu dyn ki nr

1, 2, 5); Woj ciech Lu bicz Li sow ski (bu dyn ki nr 4, 5, 6, 7, 8); El˝ bie ta Ku siƒ ska

(bu dyn ki nr 4, 7); Piotr Ce le wicz (bu dyn ki nr 4, 6, 9). In we stor: Ako pol Sp. z o.o.

Kra ków, Pre zes Za rzà du – Cze s∏aw Wil czyƒ ski.
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