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Introduction

Study of the historical city of Jarostaw inclines one to
reflect on its contemporary image and the role that it
plays in its voivodeship. It is not obvious, as the city is
among the Subcarpathian Voivodeship’s medium-sized
urban centers, whose development is affected by a
range of difterent factors.

Among major possible research questions, the fol-
lowing should be formulated: can buildings of histori-
cal origin build the contemporary identity of Jarostaw?;
does the preservation of the city’s historical heritage
allow it to meet contemporary requirements necessary
for it to pursue development?; and whether the city is

not losing its original identity by subjecting historical
buildings to adaptive reuse?

The search for answers to these research ques-
tions defines the goals and scope of this study. These
goals can be achieved while accounting for two major
problem groups in the analysis. The first concerns the
history of Jaroslaw and its cultural heritage, and the
second focuses on the city’s contemporary image and
aspirations. After an in-depth analysis of this subject
matter, it is possible to argue that Jarostaw is capable
of producing a contemporary image while maintaining
the identity of a historical city with its cultural heritage.

Jarostaw—a historical, Polish city—has preserved
its place-based culture and identity to this day. Its cul-
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tural heritage is inseparably tied with historical build-
ings and distinctive spaces of its central zone. They
testify about the city’s history and form a part of its
present-day image—that of a city with a unique culture
and significant position in its region.

Jaroslaw’s image has changed over the centuries.
Today, it is a city that, in its region, can be perceived as
one of the most beautiful and with the most dynam-
ic development. Young people come there to study
and work. Due to its infrastructure, important public
buildings and unique climate, Jarostaw is perceived as a
major center of Subcarpathia [Kobylarczyk 2009].

State of the art

The history and cultural heritage of Jarostaw was
discussed numerous times by scholars. Important
items of the literature on the city’s history include
works by, among others, Fr F. Siarczynski [1928],
A. Wonda$ [1947], M. Orlowicz [1921], J. Makara
[1936], K. Kieferling [2008], K. Gottfried [2019]
and works that discuss its cultural heritage. In this
second group, it is worth noting, among others, the
works of J. Sas-Zubrzycki 1903], M. Borowicjska-
Birkenmajerowa [1976], M. Gosztyta and A. So-
cha [2011], A. Fitta-Spelina [2013; 2017], and
M. Sokolowska [2017]. Up to this point, no aca-
demic discussion on the place of cultural heritage in
Jarostaw’s contemporary identity has been engaged in.

History of the city and its cultural heritage

The city of Jaroslaw was established during the High
Middle Ages. It is known that it certainly existed al-
ready in the twelfth century and was described in
sources as a fortified gord that belonged to the prince
of Galicia-Volhynia [Kus 1995]. It was issued a town
charter probably in 1323. At the time, the city was locat-
ed on St Nicholas Hill and was a defensive gord-sub-
urbium complex [Berdecka 1974; Borowiejska-
Birkenmajerowa 1976; Kus 1995; Fitta-Spellina 2019].
In 1375, Jarostaw was granted a supposedly second
town charter based on the Magdeburg laws. Its initi-
ator was Vladislaus II of Opole. It is possible that this
second charter was linked with relocating a major part
of the settlement to the area of the present-day city
center, where adefined urban layout was defined, based
on a grid-based model [ Borowiejska-Birkenmajerowa
1976]. The regularity of the grid-based model was
slightly disrupted by earlier settlement patterns and
existing routes.

The greatest development and enrichment of
the city took place in the years 1550-1650, when
Jarostaw’s owners were, in sequence: Zofia Odrowaz,
Anna Ostrogska and Anna Alojza Chodkiewicz. This
period is described Jarostaw’s “golden age,” as it was
famous for its so-called great markets, which attract-
ed traders from almost all of Europe and from Asia
as well [Fitta-Spelina 2013]. An economic slowdown
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occurred after this period, caused by, among other
things, fires in the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries, as well as the fighting of the Swedish Deluge.
Jarostaw never fully recovered from these events,
yet despite this, valuable heritage sites have survived
within its limits, signifying Jarostaw’s position in the
past and, in a sense, they also shape the city in the
present. When analyzing its heritage assets, we should
first list its medieval urban layout and cultural valu-
able architectural monuments such as the town hall,
the Greek Catholic Church of the Transfiguration of
the Lord, the Abbey of the Sisters of the Order of St.
Benedict, the Church of St. Nicholas and St. Stani-
slaus, the Monastery of the Order of St. Dominic,
the Synagogue, the “Soké6!” Gymnastics Association
Building, and the Orsetti Townhouse along with his-
torical townhouses (including stall houses) that sur-
round the market square.

Legacy of past times and the contemporary
image

The image of Jarostaw is constantly changing. It is cur-
rently a city that, within its region, can be perceived as
one of the most beautiful and dynamically developing.
Young people come there to study and work. Due to its
infrastructure, important public buildings and unique
atmosphere, Jarostaw is seen as a major urban center of
Subcarpathia. One cannot deny that the city’s beauty
and atmosphere is formed by historical buildings and
spaces, which are being successfully restored and sub-
jected to adaptive reuse, which allows for their contin-
ued existence in the public conscious, even after losing
their original users or uses.

Jarostaw’s urban layout, which has been described
above, and formed during the period of the granting of
its second town charter, is an important cultural herit-
age site. Like many other historic cities, its revaloriza-
tion is a challenge for the authorities and conservation
services [Zimna-Kawecka et al. 2021; Ku$nierz-Krupa
et al. 2021].

In the center of the layout there is a market square, in
which there stands a town hall, as well as many historical
townhouses. Jarostaw’s market square is currently un-
dergoing restoration. The items being replaced include
the wearing course and street furniture. The restoration
also assumes a restructuring of vehicular traftic and car
parks in the center. As a result of excavation, numerous
previously unknown facts about the city’s history have
been uncovered. Jarostaw’s urban layout, as an “old-
town district” is under conservation based on an entry
in the Subcarpathian heritage sites register under record
No. A-294 from September 12, 1949 [Rejestr Zabytkéw
Wojewddztwa Podkarpackiego].

Jarostaw’s town hall, erected in the center of the
market square already in the fifteenth century, has not
changed its original function. It was initially made of
wood, and later out of brick. Due to numerous fires,
it was often remodeled and renovated (to designs
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Fig.1. Present-day views of Jarostaw’s market square; photos by the authors 2021.

Ryc. 1. Wspétczesne widoki rynku w Jarostawiu; fot. autorzy 2021.

by, among others, Antoni Lamasche or Franciszek
Dolinski). The building owes its present-day form to
Teodor Talowski, who prepared a design of another
of its remodeling projects in the years 1900-1909, ul-
timately giving it a form that referenced historicism,
which had been popular in architecture at the time
[Kus$ 2014]. At present, Jarostaw’s town hall is still an
administrative building and the seat of the municipal
office. It was thoroughly renovated a few years ago, but
the interference into the historic substance was very
limited. The applied measures were dictated primarily
by the currently existing regulations.

It is currently the city’s hallmark, reminding its cit-
izens of its long and rich history. The town hall is un-

der conservation based on an entry in the Subcarpathi-
an Voivodeship’s heritage sites register under entry
No. A-211 from September 17, 1969 [Rejestr Zabyt-
kéw Wojewddztwa Podkarpackiego].

Jarostaw’s surviving historical buildings also in-
clude the previously mentioned numerous religious
structures—Roman Catholic churches, monaster-
ies, synagogues, and an Orthodox church. In this
group, it is worth to give a more extensive mention
to the Large Synagogue, associated with the history
of the Jewish community which had lived in the city
up to the Second World War. It is located between
Ordynacka Street from the north and 12 Opolska
Street from the south, on Boznic Square. The syna-

Fig. 2. Present-day views of the town hall in Jarostaw; photos by the authors 2021.
Ryc. 2. Wspotczesne widoki ratusza w Jarostawiu; fot. autorzy 2021.
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Fig. 3. Present-day views of the Large Synagogue in Jarostaw; photos by the authors 2021.
Ryc. 3. Wspétczesne widoki Duzej Synagogi w Jarostawiu; fot. autorzy 2021.

gogue was erected in 1811, probably at the site of an
earlier, even older house of prayer. It was built out of
brick, in the so-called barracks style, which had been
popular in Austria at the time [Steinberg 1933, p. 24,
Gosztyla and Jandzis, 2014].

It can be presumed that the original massing of
the building consisted of the main prayer hall with
a vestibule from the west, above which there was a
two-level high prayer hall for women. The prayer
hall, with a so-called nine-field structure, was built on
a square-shaped plan, its internal dimensions being
16x16 m [Tobiasz 2019]. In the nineteenth century,
the building was extended several times, and came to
include a matroneum above the vestibule and a south-
ern extension. A thorough renovation of the building
was conducted at the turn of the twentieth century.
The building’s interiors were given a Modernist dé-
cor towards the end of the First World War [Ortow-
icz 1921, p. 92]. During the Second World War, Nazi
forces completely vandalized the building, and it
stood completely abandoned for several years after the
war. It later had numerous accidental users. Only in
the 1960s did the building become the seat of a Visual
Arts School Complex. Despite the fact that the syna-

gogue was remodeled and subjected to adaptive reuse
after the Second World War, it has retained its interior
décor to this day, including its distinctive, fully arched
windows. On October 29, 1998, the building was
entered into the Subcarpathian Voivodeship heritage
sites list under entry number A-890 [Rejestr Zabyt-
kéw Wojewodztwa Podkarpackiego].

When analyzing Jarostaw’s heritage assets, one
must also mention the city’s market-square town-
houses, most of which are currently being renovated.
The distinctive structure of some of these buildings,
e.g., the townhouses at numbers 7, 12, 13 and 14
Rynek (e.g., an internal canopy and extensive storage
cellars) was associated with Jarostaw’s heavily-devel-
oped trade function and its famous markets that used
to be hosted there. The already mentioned cellars are
now used as underground tourist routes, thanks to
which both town inhabitants and visitors can learn
about the history of Jaroslaw and how this merchant
town lived hundreds of years ago. One interesting
example is the Professor F. Zalewski Underground
Tourist Route, which is located in No. 14 tenement
house called “Rydzikowa.” The state of preservation
of those cellars is good and the carried out conserva-

Fig. 4. Present-day views of market-square townhouses (including stall-type townhouses) in Jarostaw; photos by the authors 2021.
Ryc. 4. Wspdtczesne widoki kamienic przyrynkowych (w tym kamienic wiatowych) w Jarostawiu; fot. autorzy 2021.
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Fig. 5. Professor F. Zalewski Underground Tourist Route, located at tenement house No. 14 called “Rydzikowa,” photo by T. Torun, http://
www.jaroslaw.pl/, (accessed on: 04 I 2022).
Ryc. 5. Podziemna Sciezka Turystyczna im. prof. F. Zalewskiego, zlokalizowana w kamienicy pod numerem 14 zwanej ,Rydzikowa”; fot.
T. Torun, http://www.jaroslaw.pl/ (dostep: 4 Il 2022).

tion and adaptation was minimal. Numerous exhibi-
tions, expositions and multimedia presentations were
designed here, displaying the history of the city tai-
lored to various age groups.

Discussion

In a period when cities face numerous problems such
as uncontrolled sprawl and the uniformization of space
and architecture, it is difficult to build a city’s identity.
This is why historical spaces and buildings are so im-
portant, as they de facto are already a part of such an
identity. However, it is important to make them avail-
able to communities and, by multidirectional educa-
tional efforts, transfer their history and raise awareness
of their timeless values.

Heritage site conservation, the need to restore
them and sometimes subject them to adaptive reuse
should they lose their original uses, is also excel-
lently aligned with the currently significant matter
and goals of sustainable development. Protecting
cultural heritage is especially crucial to achieving
objective 11 [Transforming Our World: The 2030
Agenda for Global Action, A/RES/70/1, Resolution
adopted by the General Assembly on 25 September
2015], which is the creation of a safe, sustainable city
and human settlement that is resistant to the con-
sequences of natural disasters, as the tasks featured
in this objective are indicated as: ‘increasing efforts
towards protecting and preserving the world’s cul-
tural and environmental heritage” [Polski Komitet
ds. UNESCO n.d.; Kadluczka 2008]. Areas of ur-
ban development are also becoming the most im-
portant targets of implementing pro-environmental
strategies. Rational energy, water and construction
material management in emerging and transform-
ing urban structures is perceived as a significant and
even necessary effort that also builds an image of a
responsible, modern city that is empathetic to the
living conditions of its residents [Zielonko-Jung and
Marchwinski 2017].

In reference to the above, as well as civilization-
al development, cities want to meet the expectations
of their residents by trying to adapt to indicators of
high-quality urban space and the architecture included
In it. As a result of development, sometimes even im-
portant spaces that are traces of a city’s past can disap-
pear. Newly arranged areas come to occupy their place,
with an architecture that builds a new identification
and a new identity [Kobylarczyk and Ku$nierz-Krupa
2018]. In their development strategies, smaller urban
centers should focus their attention on projects that
would provide them opportunities to exit the shad-
ow of larger cities. Retaining their independence and
uniqueness can allow them to survive. These traits are
undoubtedly shaped by the legacy of past times, history
and cultural heritage.

As shown by the results of public opinion polls
among Jarostaw’s residents, they see the proximity of
heritage sites as having an impact on the perception
of the city as an attractive place to live. Around 90%
of respondents expressed such a sentiment. It should
be noted that residents are aware of the significance of
historical buildings and their role in the preservation of
place-based identity [Kobylarczyk 2009].

Conclusions

To summarize the above, it should be noted that
Jarostaw’s contemporary image is strongly tied with
its history and cultural heritage. Place-based tradition,
built over entire centuries, does not hinder the city’s
development. Instead, it effectively supports it by not
only facilitating cultural tourism, but also aiding other
forms of entrepreneurship, which often occupy his-
torical buildings and interiors, and thus their technical
condition is not without significance. Historical build-
ings, including those that have been subjected to adap-
tive reuse, also excellently blend with the contempo-
rary architecture of the city. It should be noticed that, in
the case of the above-mentioned restored and adapted
buildings i.e. the town hall, the Large Synagogue and
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the cellars, the degree of preservation is very high. The
applied treatment was small scale and was carried out
according to the guidelines and under the supervision
of the Voivodeship Monuments Protection Office.

In reference to the research questions formulated
in the introduction to this paper, it is worth highlight-
ing that the historical buildings and spaces discussed
here clearly aid in forming Jarostaw’s contemporary
identity. Local authorities are trying to use its cultural
potential to boost the town’s economy. For this pur-

pose they often apply for external funding. Also town
inhabitants who invest in the restoration of the mon-
uments they own and who support the development
of cultural tourism create a physical link between the
contemporary image of Jarostaw and its heritage. It
is worth emphasizing, that adaptations of Jarostaw’s
monuments are possible but they should be carried
out according to detailed project and conservation
documentation approved by the Voivodeship Monu-
ments Conservator.

References

Secondary sources / Opracowania

Berdecka Anna, Nowe lokacje miast krolewskich w Mato-
polsce w latach 1333—1370: chronologia i rozmieszczenie,
“Przeglad Historyczny” 1974, vol. 65, No. 4, 1974,
p. 593-624.

Borowiejska-Birkenmajer Maria, Jarostaw. Glowne
przemiany urbanistyczne do kotica wieku XV, “RSMJ”
1976, vol. IX, p. 14-37.

Fitta-Spelina Agnieszka, Jarostaw. Uwagi o historii rozwo-
Ju przestrzennego miasta (X=X wiek), “Teka Komisji
Urbanistyki 1 Architektury Oddziat PAN w Krako-
wie” 2017, vol. 45, p. 483-496.

Fitta-Spelina Agnieszka, W poszukiwaniu utraconego bla-
sku. Szanse i zagroZenia rewitalizacji Jarostawia, “Prze-
strzefi i Forma” 2013, No. 19, p. 315-328.

Fitta-Spelina Agnieszka, Wplyw czynnikéw miastotwdr-
czych na rozwdj miasta. Analiza poréwnawcza Jarostawia
i Przemysla do roku 1772, “Wiadomos$ci Konserwa-
torskie — Journal of Heritage Conservation” 2019,
No. 58, p. 7-14.

Fitta-Spelina Agnieszka, Jarostaw — slady wielokulturo-
wosci. Czes¢ I, “Przestrzen 1 Forma” 2013, No. 19,
p. 315-328.

Gottfried Kazimierz, Jarostaw. Dzieje miasta od jego po-
czqtkdw do 1939 roku, Jarostaw 2019.

Gosztyta Marek, Socha Anna, Przemiany przestrzenne
oraz architektoniczne wzgdrza sw. Mikotaja w Jarosta-
wiu, “Wiadomosci konserwatorskie — Journal of
Heritage Conservation” 2011, No. 29, p. 42-58.

Gosztyta Marek, Jandzis Katarzyna, Problematyka
wspdtczesnych funkcji w zabytkowych bytych zZydow-
skich domach modlitw na przyktadzie ,duzej” synagogi
w Jarostawiu, “Czasopismo Inzynierii Ladowej, Sro-
dowiska 1 Architektury — JCEEA” 2014, vol. XXXI,
b. 61(1/14).

Kadluczka Andrzej, Idea zréwnowazonego rozwoju a pro-
blemy ochrony dziedzictwa kulturowego na przyktadzie
Florencji i Krakowa, “Wiadomosci Konserwatorskie
— Journal of Heritage Conservation” 2008, No. 23,
p. 7-16.

Kieferling Krystyna, Pieczecie i herby miasta Jarostawia,
“Materialy i1 Studia Muzealne” 1982, vol. V.

Kieferling Krystyna, Jarostaw do roku 1387, “RSMJ”
2004, vol. XV, p. 11-22.

Kieferling Krystyna, Jarostaw w czasach Anny Ostrogskiej
(1594-1635), Jarostaw 2008.

Kobylarczyk Justyna, The revitalization needs of Jarostaw,
“Architectus” 2009, vol. 25-26, No. 1-2, p. 53-58.

Kobylarczyk Justyna, Jakos¢ srodowiska mieszkaniowego w
strefie centralnej Jarostawia, Krakdw, 20009.

Kobylarczyk Justyna, Ku$nierz-Krupa Dominika, Ja-
kos¢ srodowiska mieszkaniowego a dziedzictwo kulturowe
na przyktadzie wybranych miast wojewddztwa podkar-
packiego, Krakow 2018.

Kus Jozef, Przywilej lokacyjny miasta Jarostawia z 1375
roku, Jarostaw 1995.

Kusnierz-Krupa Dominika, Kobylarczyk Justyna, Li-
sinska-Kusnierz Malgorzata, Krupa Michal, Ku-
$nierz Kazimierz, Typology of medieval urban layouts
in historic Lesser Poland and their protection, “Planning
Perspectives” 2021, vol. 36, No. 4, p. 847-857.

Makara Jakub, Dzieje parafii jarostawskiej, Jarostaw 1936.

Orlowicz Mieczystaw, Jarostaw jego przeszlos¢ i zabytki,
Lwow—Warszawa 1921.

Sas-Zubrzycki Jan, Miasto Jarostaw i jego zabytki, Krakdw
1903.

Siarczyniski Franciszek, Wiadomos¢ historyczna i statystycz-
na o miescie Jarostawiu, Lwow 1928.

Sokotowska Monika, Studia nad ksztattem jarostawskiej
kamienicy przyrynkowej, “Teka Komisji Urbanistyki
1 Architektury Oddzial PAN w Krakowie” 2017,
vol. 45, p. 541-556.

Steinberg Mojzesz, Zydzi w Jarostawiu od czaséw najdaw-
niejszych do potowy XIX wieku, Jarostaw 1933.

Tobiasz Lidia, Synagogi — Zydowskie dziedzictwo kulturowe
na Podkarpaciu, doctoral dissertation prepared at the
Faculty of Architecture of the Cracow University of
Technology, Krakéw 2019.

Wonda$ Andrzej, Szkice do dziejow miasta Jarostawia, vol.
II, Jarostaw 1936.

Wonda$ Andrzej, Szkice do dziejow miasta Jarostawia.
Szkic uzupetniajqcy, Jarostaw 1938.

Wonda$ Andrzej, Lechickie Jarostawia poczqtki, “RSMJ”
1947, vol. I, p. 9-28.

Wiadomosci Konserwatorskie « Journal of Heritage Conservation « 70/2022 69—



Wodas Andrzej, Najstarszy widok Jarostawia, “RSMJ”
1962, vol. I1I, p.11-16.

Zielonko-Jung Katarzyna, Marchwiniski Janusz, Envi-
ronmental aspects of building development in urban spaces,
[in:] Innovative challenges of construction technique. Sci-
entific problems in construction, ed. L. Czarnecki, 63.
KILiW PAN and KN PZiTB Scientific Conference
Krynica Zdréj 2017, p. 127-142.

Zimna-Kawecka Karolina, Kusnierz-Krupa Dominika,
Krupa Michal, Heritage of (non-) existing cities — on
the Polish examples of medieval Swiecie and Renaissance
Kirasiczyn, “Muzeoldgia a kulttrne dedié¢stvo = Mu-
seology and cultural heritage” 2021, vol. 9, No. 3,
p. 65-92.

Electronic sources / Zrodla elektroniczne
Rejestr Zabytkéw Wojewddztwa Podkarpackiego, http://
bip.wuozprzemysl.pl/index.php?id=230&id2=128
(accessed on: 10 X 2021).
Ku$ Mieczystaw, Ratusz, 2014, https://zabytek.pl/pl/
obiekty/jaroslaw-ratusz (accessed on: 10 X 2021).
Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Glo-
bal Action, A/RES/70/1, Resolution adopted by the
General Assembly on 25 September 2015, https://
www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/
RES/70/1&Lang=E (accessed on 10 X 2021).
Polski Komitet ds. UNESCO, Cele ZrdwnowaZonego
Rozwiju i towarzyszqce im zadania, https://www.une-
sco.pl/unesco/cele-i-zadania-zrownowazonego-
-rozwoju/ (accessed on 10 X 2021).

Abstract

This article concerns the cultural heritage of the town
of Jaroslaw. Jarostaw is a medieval town, first located
in 1323 and for a second time about fifty years later
by Prince Wladystaw Opolczyk. Today, the town lies
within the borders of the Podkarpackie Voivodeship
and is the seat of its respective powiat and municipality.
The paper focuses on two problem groups. The first
concerns the history of Jaroslaw, Poland, and its mon-
uments, and the second concerns the contemporary
image of this city. It is difficult to analyze these matters
separately without accounting for the specificity of the
region where the city is located. At present, although
Jarostaw’s role in the country is insignificant, it is per-
ceived as a major economic, cultural and educational
center in the Subcarpathian Voivodeship. The contem-
porary image of the city is inseparably tied with the ma-
terial assets of cultural heritage—its architectural and
urban monuments, as well as its tourism assets.

Streszczenie

Artykul dotyczy dziedzictwo kulturowego miasta Jaro-
stawia. Jaroslaw jest Sredniowiecznym o$rodkiem miej-
skim, lokowanym po raz zapewne w roku 1323 i po-
wtdrnie okoto 50 lat pdzniej przez ksigcia Wiadystawa
Opolczyka. Obecnie osrodek lezy w granicach woje-
wodztwa podkarpackiego 1 jest siedzibg powiatu oraz
gminy. W artykule skupiono si¢ na dwdch grupach pro-
blemowych: pierwsza dotyczy historii Jaroslawia i jego
zabytkdw, druga wspoélczesnego wizerunku miasta.
Trudno jest analizowaé kazde z tych zagadnien osobno,
nie biorac pod uwagi specyfiki regionu, w ktérym mia-
sto jest polozone. Obecnie, cho¢ jego rola w skali kraju
jest niewielka, to w wojewodztwie podkarpackim Jaro-
staw jest postrzegany jako wazny o$rodek gospodarczy
1 kulturalno-o$wiatowy. Wspolczesny wizerunek mia-
sta wiaze si¢ nierozerwalnie z materialnym zasobem
dziedzictwa kulturowego — jego zabytkami architektu-
ry 1 urbanistyki, a takze walorami turystycznymi
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