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ANALYSIS OF THE LEVEL OF INFRINGEMENTS  

IN TERMS OF CONTROL OF ANIMAL TRANSPORT 

 

The article presents basic information about the inspection of transport of live animals. At the beginning they were discussed 

legal regulations applicable in this category in Poland and European Union, including proposed changes in this range based 

on applicable regulations. In sequence, analyzed violations detected by the authorities who are authorized to inspection, their 

structure and the dynamics of changes in the years 2013-2015.There was a downward trend of detected violations in all analyzed 

categories. Most violations concerned admission to the road transport by the operator or protector who do not have qualifica-

tions to transport of animals confirmed by district veterinarian. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Transport of live animals it has long been the object of public 
opinion and organizations dealing with animals rights. Transport of 
animals over long distances carries the risk of injuries and it is un-
doubtedly a source of stress, therefore the means of transport are 
properly designed and equipped. There is no doubt that animals 
should be provided humanitarian conditions and appropriate treat-
ment during the transport. Basic information that are needed for 
choice the means of transport for animals are: the type of animals 
being transported and their number. For the purposes of the     Reg-
ulation of the Minister of Infrastructure in a case detailed conditions 
and mode of the transport of animals means the transport of animals 
by the means of transport with loading and unloading animals, maxi-
mum time of their transport and specific conditions for treatment In 
situations threatening animals[6]. 

1. THE PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE TRANSPORT 
OF LIVE ANIMALS 

The provisions concerning the transport of live animals from the 
beginning of their introduction fundamentally changed. A crucial pe-
riod in the legislation concerning transport of animals were years 
1997-2005, then they formed legal acts regulating these issues in Po-
land[13]. In day 21 August 1997 was formed a law about protection 
of animal rights, there was define the principle of respect and protec-
tion of animal life (Animal as a living being, capable feeling the pain, 
it is not a thing. People should respect them, protect them and look 
after them.) , it commits to ensure animal treatment, existence and to 
create appropriate conditions in accordance with the needs of the 
species[5]. Accordance with the law they should work with relevant 
institutions and state and international authorities including State Vet-
erinary Inspectorate. In article 24 (chapter 7) of the Act on the protec-
tion of animal rights are  in detail described issues relating to 
transport[3]. According to regulations transport of animals should be 
by the means adapted for this purpose and be carried out under suit-
able conditions, especially: 
– animals must be properly located and used tethers can not hinder 

them lying and getting up during the transport, 
– during longer transport,  animals must  be provided water, fodder 

and rest often enough, 

– floor od vehicle used to transport should have a suitable surface 
providing adhesion of limbs and it helps maintain hygiene, 

– means of transport of animals should meet the conditions main-
taining right temperature, ventilation, space and natural position, 

– animals that are sick or injured provides immediately veterinary 
assistance, 

– animals imported into the country and exported abroad must be 
transport by the shortest route and without unnecessary stops 
and their  border checks carried out of sequence, 

– it is forbidden to transport animals in the perinatal period and also 
young animals separated from his mother unable to take solid 
food,  

– it is forbidden to handling animals without appropriate protection, 
– dead and not fit for further transport animals  must be removed at 

the first stop, 
– responsibility for non-compliance and conditions implementing of 

transport specified in laws 1-3 bear carrier[5]. 
Transport of animals over long distances, in other words long-

distance transport concerned is given  in the law means the transport 
no more than 8 hours[11]. Regulation of the Minister of Infrastructure 
of 6 October 2003 in a case specific conditions and mode of transport 
of live animals, regulates in detail, for example, case of transport of 
live animals dividing the species and age ranges. For authorization 
on the carriage of long-term transport should be given to the district 
veterinarian. 

Into proposal must be accompanied: 
– valid driver’s license serving of animals during transport, 
– valid certificate of approval with respect to all means of transport 

used during the transport, 
– detailed information about procedures enabling carriers to track-

ing and recording the movement of road vehicles for which it is 
responsible,  and about procedures for contacting with individual 
drivers anytime during carriage, 

– an emergency plan for use in emergencies. 
– In transport of live animals we can highlight four type of transport: 
– transport by holders of animals up to 50 km, 
– transport up to 65km, 
– transport up to 8hours, 
– transport more than 8hours. 

Transport of animals up to 50 km is lead by the farmers in aim to 
transhumance or transport of animals in a different destination, 
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wherein there obligate general requirements ailure to apply the wel-
fare rules. However, they do not need to comply all of the formal and 
technical  requirements what are make to carriers who are transport 
the animals in commercial purposes. To general requirements be-
long: ensuring the safety of animals, protecting from meteorological 
conditions, devices to loading and unloading which do not causa the 
injuries, appropriate floor surface and the hight of the vehicle. The 
requirements also belong the cleanliness of the vehicle and desinfec-
tion after the transport of animals. Transportation longer than 65 km 
associated with getting the permission issued by appropriate member 
countries (the seat of the country or representation of the company). 
Getting the permission associated with demonstration that the carrier 
has the appropriate number of staff, equipment and operating proce-
dures. It is worth noting that the difference between both carriages is 
having documents specyfing  the origin of animals, place and date of 
departure, the place of destination, expected time of transport. In the 
carriage of animals up to 8 hours is required a license for drivers and 
people serving and permission Type 1. Transport of animals more 
that 8 hours required the permission Type 2.  

 

 
Fig 1. Authorization of the transporter TYPE 1 (up to 8 h) 
 

Permission TYPE 2 covers all transportation of animals including 
long-distance transport. It may be issued maximum for 5 years. 

Furthermore, to transport animals you have to have in vehicle 
documents that determine: 
– origin of animals and their owners, 
– place of departure, 
– date and time of departure, 
– intended  destination, 
– estimated time of transport. 

In case of long-distance transport of domestic equidae other 
than registered equate, cattle, sheep, goats and pigs between mem-
ber states of the European Union and third countries, carriers are re-
quired to use the travel diary. 
 

 
Fig 2. Authorization of transporter TYPE 2 (more than 8 h) 
 

 
Fig 3. Driver's license/ the operator 

 

 
Fig 4. A certificate of approval of means of transport 
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Travel diary consists of the following parts: 
– section 1 – planning, 
– section 2 – place of departure, 
– section 3 – intended destination, 
– section 4 – statement of cartier, 
– section 5 – exemplary report on irregularities. 

Example of this dokument is set out in annex to regulation nr 
1/2005[10]. 

Travel diary should be accepted and stamped by vetarinarian 
before transport. Doctor checks whether the carrier has, for example, 
permission, license for drivers, admission of means of transport and 
itinerary. Stamping of travel diary is not required for transport with 
using the navigation system. 

2. TRANSPORT OF LIVE ANIMALS BY OVERLAND 
ROUTE 

Transportation overland route we can divide on two categories: 
car transport and railway transport[2]. In since 1990 economic con-
siderations, and first of all humanitarian reasons led to elimination of 
road transport. Convenience of road transport due to the fact that the 
time of transport is maximum shortening and elimination of reloadings 
which are stressful for the animals. Car transport is one of the most 
used department of transportation to transport animals. It character-
ized by the speed of carriage, flexibility that results from dense sys-
tem of roads and highways and possibility to monitor the animals an-
ytime during the transport[1]. In years 2007-2015 there has been 
rapid evolution of transport system in Poland, mostly contributed to 
this measures financed from the European Union. It must be as-
sumed that with the impovement of  road infrastructure that improve 
the overall situation in the transport of live animals. This will result 
from increasing bandwidth in road motion, increasing the speed on 
the road, the result will be shortened the time of transport. The situa-
tion can lead to lowering the costs of transport of animals. Payload 
vehicle is from 1 to 40 tons[4]. Definitely rarely we meet individuals 
with higher payloads. On the strength of law from 6 september 2001 
about road transport, there was appoint Inspection of Road Transport 
which task is to controling compliance with the rules of proper trans-
portation, especially: 
– documents related to practise the road transport, 
– compliance rules on working time of drivers, 
– compliance rules and conditions of transport of animals[8]. 

In day 18 August 2014 was created  an agreement on coopera-
tion between Veterinary Inspection and Inspection of Road Transport. 
Under the agreement they organize common controls and there are 
efforts actions aimed at overseeing compliance regulations about an-
imal protection[12]. 

In cooperation parties set: 
– carrying out common controls in the previously agreed place, 

term and range,  
– mutual transfer information, reports and proposals resulting from 

analysis of problems in terms of the cooperations of two partie,  
– exchange of information and experience of major importance for 

ensuring the safety of road transport, international communica-
tion, 

– passing Principal Veterinarian annual information from own con-
trols of means of transport, intended to transport of animals and 
found irregularities in this regard without controls defined until 15 
January the following year, 

– organizing trainings aimed at tightening cooperation between the 
parties[9]. 

 

3. ANALYSIS OF OPERATIONS OF INSPECTION  
OF TRANSPORT ROAD  

Road transport inspectors have the right to control vehicles 
transporting live animals. Participants carrying scrutiny are required 
to submit all documents about transport of live animals. The aim of 
the analysis was rating the activity of Central Inspectorate of Road 
Transport in the context of improving safety of transport of live ani-
mals. Effectiveness of the actions defined based on secondary data 
(control results of Inspection of Road Transport in years 2013-2015) 
as presented in the analysis. The data relate to violations detected 
during inspection. 
 

 
Fig 5. The number of violations in documentation revealed during in-
spection of road vehicles transporting live animals. 
 

From information’s contained in the illustration 1 appears that the 
largest number of offenses was found in terms of lack of qualifica-
tions. Lack of required documents of transport is explained lengthen-
ing procedure to give the relevant documents. 

A further aspect relates to negligence of responsibilities during 
the transport of animals. 
 

 
Fig 6. The number of violations related to negligence of responsibili-
ties during the transport of live animals 

. 
From informations contained in the illustration 2 appears that it 

can be stated growth trend of negligence of responsibilities by the 
protector during the transport of live animals it can be concluded that 
responsibilites imposed on the carrier are grossly violated. 

In years 2013-2015 registered a small number of violations. On 
the basis of Central Inspectorate of Road Transport it can be con-
cluded that the number of violations in the inspected vehicles de-
creased, what shows that by appropriate operations in next year’s, 
violations will be incidental.  
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SUMMARY 

Unceasing the development of the transport industry forces ne-
cessity continuous improvement and take the necessary steps for 
safety of transport of live animals. To neutralize abnormal transport 
of animals necessary are legislative reforms and structure of control 
which enforce appropriate service in the country. Inspection of Road 
Transport year to year following a systematic decline in violations. 
Activities, for ex ample, in the form of control of carrier, training carri-
ers who are dealing carriage, they bring appropriate action, which re-
sults that in the future violations in transport of live animals will be 
incidental. It is worth noting that soon we will stand before deployment 
technical solutions which helps monitoring animals, for example, ther-
mal imaging camera installed inside semitrailers ( measuring temper-
ature, the percentage dehydration of animal) or we create a database 
stacker which monitoring animals in main transport router in the coun-
try. 
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Analiza poziomu naruszeń  
w aspekcie kontroli przewozu zwierząt 

Artykuł przedstawia podstawowe informacje na temat 

kontroli przewozu żywych zwierząt. Na wstępie zostały omó-

wione regulacje prawne obowiązujące w tej dziedzinie w Pol-

sce oraz Unii Europejskiej, w tym również proponowane 

zmiany w tym zakresie w oparciu o obowiązujące przepisy. Ko-

lejno przeanalizowano wykryte naruszenia przez organy 

uprawnione do kontroli, ich strukturę oraz dynamikę zmian w 

latach 2013-2015. Zaobserwowano trend malejący wykrywa-

nych naruszeń we wszystkich analizowanych kategoriach. Naj-

więcej naruszeń dotyczyło dopuszczenia do wykonywania 

przewozu drogowego zwierząt osoby obsługującej lub opie-

kuna nieposiadających kwalifikacji do transportu zwierząt po-

twierdzonych przez powiatowego lekarza weterynarii.  
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